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DEDICATION 



TO 

MRS. OAKLEY. 

To whom can I dedicate the following 
JLetters, but to Hek, who, for thirty years and up- 
wards, has been the tender and affectionate Friend 
of my bosom; — one, whose watchful assiduity to 
my comforts, whose solicitude for my happiness, 
whose unwearied attention to soothe the rugged 
brow of care, and whose attachment to her nume- 
rous oftspring, fostered at her own breast, reared 
under her own eye, and directed by her in the path 
of virtue and religion; — to whom, but to Her, 
the Mother of eleven children, the fond Parent, the 
faithful Wife, and the exemplary pattern of every 
domestic virtue, can I address these emanations 
of my heartj which, in the various incidents of 
my life, mark the progressive stages of my occu- 
pations, my pleasures, and my anxieties? 

To Her, then, I offer them, as a tribute of 
my affectionate love, in the hope that (should 
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it please the Almighty to take me from her) she 
will sedulously continue to infuse into the minds 
of those most dear to us, the principles of truth, 
honour, and generosity, (the brightest gems that 
can adorn them), which it has been the anxious 
study of my life they should imbibe. 

The Lithographic Portraits which illustrate this 
volume, will, as they are my own productions, and 
as the resemblances are tolerably correct, bring 
to her recollection the pleasing delights (shaded 
with some bitter remembrances) they have afforded 
me, in tracing the features of those in whom my 
fondest attachment centres. 

To Her then, the Wife of my bosom, I dedicate 
them. 

BENJAMIN OAKLEY. 

Tavistock l*lac€, January 1, 1823. 
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PREFACE. 



When a publication is sent into the world, it is ex- 
pected that a motive should be assigned for its appear- 
ance. Now, as this is not intended to meet the public 
eye, the Author is not bound to comply with the custom, 
nor even to give his reasons for dejparting from it. But 
as a book without a preface would be as useless as 
a watch without a key, he will wind up what he has 
to say in as ^hort a compass as he can* to set it a-going . 
Know then, the Author is a man of letters; and out 
of many thousands he has written, it has so happened 
that his children, who are fonder Of copying letters 
than enditing them, have, in some way or other, managed 
to purloin many of his best productions, and putting 
them into chronological order, have, without a dissen- 
tient voice, come to the following resolution ; viz. 

That they be printed for their sole use and benefit, 
with liberty (if they think fit) to show them to any of 
their friends/* 

The former part of this resolution the Author did 
not object to ; but when a power is reserved " to 
show them to any of their friends,'* he strenuously 
opposed it, on the ground, that as they were acquainted 
with many literary gentlemen, it would be exposing 



the Author to their animadversioDs and criticisms. 
Now, as he has no wish to encounter the paper bullets 
of the doughty champions of the press, he felt a strong 
reluctance to yield ; but the more he opposed their 
solicitations, the more vociferous they became. One 
remarked, that in times like these it was impossible 
to stop the march of free opinions ; and as the Author s 
were of that stamp, nothing should satisfy them but a 
compliance with their demand. Another adverted to 
the Cortes of Spain, who knew better than Ferdinand, 
their king, the value of a free press ; and that it was 
wiser to acquiesce, by a temperate compliance, than 
obstinately oppose the general will. 

Finding resistance of no avail, and looking to the 
consequences of a revolution at the social breakfast 
and dinner table, where the Author rested his best 
hope for constitutional support, he had no alternative 
but tacit submission ; feeling conscious, that when 
the transactions of his life, for the last twenty years, 
are constantly before their eyes, and his motives pro- 
perly appreciated, they may serve to show with what 
moderation his government has been carried on, and 
whether the publicity of it is likely to do good. 
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To L, LAMBE, Esq. Hereford, 
MY DEAR SIR, June 5, 1800* 

I A Ji very much honoured with your offer to 
stand godfather to my infant daughter, and most cordially 
accept this mark of friendship. I am one of those who 
are too proud to bend to the pecuniary wish you express, 
upon the occasion of the ceremony : — it ever has been, 
and will continue to be my practice, not to suffer my 
servants to look for recompense to those 1 call my 
friends, I well know it to be the fashion among great 
folks, but I am superior to it. In a few days I will 
fulfil the Christian duty, and shall feel happy in repre- 
senting my excellent friend. I have lately attended 
to his last place of earthly rest, a most excellent, valu- 
able, and good friend ; one whose high integrity ensured 
him the respect and love of all who knew him, I 
believe you were personally acquainted with this good 
man, and already anticipate that I mean Mr. Morgan 
Thomas* — With respect to the little trouble I have had 
in your concerns, I can only say, that at all times I 
shall feel an inclination to attend to themj and the 
greatest compensation I look for is, a continuance 

B 



of your esteem for me, and a readiness to ask my 
assistance. 

Pray remember me to Doctor Blunt and his family, 
and receive the assurance, dear Sir, of my best regard. 

Always yours, 

B. OAKLEY- 



To Miss JAMES, Barbadoes, 

DEAR MISS JAMES, Stock Exchaoge, July ], ISOO. 

I am truly concerned to hear of your dis 
tressed situation, and would be glad, were it in my 
power, to relieve your mind from the burthen that 
oppresses it. I have, however, discharged the obliga- 
tion you have imposed upon me, in communicating to 
Mn Butcher the subject of your letter. He, knowing the 
powerful claim he has, and thinking himself extremely 
ill treated, will listen to no compromise, and is deter- 
mined to enforce the payment of the bond, I said much 
in your behalf, and incurred some harsh expressions by 
my interference ; and when I mentioned your wish to 
visit England, and throw yourself upon *' his relative 
kind advice,'* he burst into excessive passion, and threat- 
ened what I do not like to name. He acknowledged to 
have received letters from you, and said, should any 
more arrive, he would put them into the fire unopened, 
I opposed to his claim the hardships you have felt, and 
the prospect of succeeding distress; but neither could 
appease the violence of his passion. Here I thought 
it prudent to stop ; and, on the morrow, in a calmer 
moment, renewed the subject, when I thought I per- 
ceived an inclination to listen to some sort of com- 



promise ; and I really thinks were you to propose paying 
the ^200 you mention into the hands of Mr, Walcot^ 
that Mr, Butcher would exonerate you from all further 
claim : — I dare not say more, and must entreat you not 
to make me the instrument of negotiation in this affair. 
I have often, on this subject, said more in your behalf 
than, perhaps, propriety would allow- I wish to serve 
you^ but my respect and duty to Mn Butcher deny 
that I should urge this matter further. 

I thank you much for your inquiry after my dear 
Hannah, and our little ones; she does most sincerely 
sympathize in your sufferings : it is seldom she sees her 
father, or I am sure she would be an advocate for Miss 
James. I am glad to find Captain Butcher called upon 
you — I have not heard from him, which I think strange : 
probably he told you that I have five girls and a boy. 
Since his departure I have, in addition, another girl, and 
am happy to say they are all well. 

My dear Miss James, I must now take my leave, but 
not without assuring you of my best regard, and offering 
my most sincere and good wishes for your health, pro- 
sperity, and happiness. 



To J. BALM ANNO, Esq. Temple. 
DEAR Sm, Upper Tooting, Surrey, July 8, IftOO. 

Vou have ray sincere good wishes; and at 
any time when I can render you service in your pro- 
fessional pursuits, believe me I will. Your late request 
has occasioned some pain, and 1 confess somewhat 
surprised me ; but as you have been candid, so will I- 
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I must then tell you, that I war with my disposition in 
setting up a stubborn resistance to applications of this 
nature ; and the only palliative I have to this resolution 
is, that my large and increasing family deny that I 
should do any thing (in which their interest is con- 
cerned) upon a precarious footing. 

I shall always be happy to see Mr. Balmanno, and 
think myself honoured by his acquaintance. 

With much regard, my dear Sir, 

I remain yours truly, 

B. O. 



To Captain BUTCHER, Spanish Town, Jamaica. 

DEAR JACK, Stock Exchange, 12th July, 180a 

It has afforded your sister and myself much 
pleasure to hear of your safe arrival at Jamaica, and you 
will have equal pleasure to hear that Hannah and the 
children are in the land of the living. We have, since 
you left us, another girl ; she is now a Christian, bearing 
the name of Lucy Lambe, in compliment to my good 
friend at Hereford, who is her godfather. 

My residence is now wholly at Tooting : your sister 
is reconciled to it, and I am perfectly comfortable. My 
lodgings in Ludgate Street are taken off my hands by 
Mr. Nunn, my neighbour. Thus much for myself. 

I shall now find great fault with you, for keeping us 
in suspense so long; it is only within these four days 
that your letter reached me. You will not in future, I 
hope, be so idle, especially when I tell you how much 
anxiety your sister has felt for your safety, and how ill 
furnished I am to answer her inquiries after you. It is 





CAPTAUi BUTCHER. 



only within this half hour that I learnt the packet will 
be made up to-night; therefore I am driven into a 
corner, and shall probably omit many occurrences which 
it was my intention to mention : but there is one 
which has made so strong an impression upon me, that 
I cannot possibly overlook, and which you will be 
sorry and surprised to hear. Our excellent and worthy 
friend, Morgan Thomas, is no more : a week's illness, 
occasioned by an inflammation in his bowels, has 
deprived me of the acquaintance and friendship of this 
valuable man. He was followed to St, Martins church, 
(and deposited by his wife on the 27th May) by many 
of his old friends, who all shed a sympathetic tear 
in parting with the remains of their much-loved com- 
panion. 

Your cousin, Mr. Adams, is arrived. Your father 
and mother continue to live in all the elegance of fashion; 
and notwithstanding they lead such dissipated lives, are 
tolerably welK I am directed by your father to send 
his best wishes to you, Mr, Crowder, who has just 
been here, and Mr* Athawes, desire the same. 

As you are in a warm climate, I would recommend 
to you temperance; it is the best beverage, believe me. 
I find it so in this country; but in yours it is more 
essential to health. You could not expect I should 
write without knowing where to address you : you 
cannot plead the same excuse, and ought to have written 
from Barbadoes. I shall certainly expect to hear from 
you by every packet. 

I am, dear Jack, 

Your affectioimte Brother, 

B, O, 

P. S, Peggy has been buried about two months^ 
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To WILLIAM NUNN, Esq. Bradsted, Kent. 

DEAR SIR, Stock Excbange, August 4, 1800. 

On my return, yesterday moming, to 
Tooting, Mrs. Oakley put into my hands your very 
friendly letter. I do assure you, my dear Si^, I am 
at a loss to express how much I feel obliged by your 
attention; and can only say, that your happiness and 
welfare sit next my heart, and that this sentiment 
shall always be cherished with gratitude. 

I have made my debut at Lloyd's, and, under the 
introduction and polite attention of Mr. Basevi, have 
completed the insurance you directed. 

I send you a copy of the Bishop of Winchester*j5 
letter to Doctor Bullock, upon the subject of our appli- 
cation for a chapel — I think the Bishop goes farther 
than the Doctor wishes. A' meeting is convened for 
Saturday next, at the Wheatsheaf, to take the letter 
into consideration, when I hope to have the pleasure 
of meeting you. 

I beg my best compliments to Mrs. Nunn, and 
request you will present my best regards to Mr. White, 

With every good wish, ^ 

I am, dear Sir, ever yours, • 

B. O. 



DEAR em, 



Stock Eichao^e, September IB, 1800. 



I AM concerned to hear so melancholy an 
account of your son Lacon, and most sincerely sym- 
pathize with you upon so distressing a calamity; yet I 
trust, ere this, his mind is relieved, and that yourself 
and Mrs. Lambe again enjoy the calm repose of 
Henwood. 

I am sorry I cannot give you a favourable account of 
Mrs, Liardet ; Mrs- Taylor is just returned from a short 
visit at Brompton, and gives a very iadifferent one 
indeed, I am under much anxiety at the sad report, 
and fear ray dear sister's situation is very gloomy : in 
a few days I hope to be able to see her, and to have 
it in my power to say she is better. 

When I see you at my house I will answer for your 
security, and indemnify you against the danger of 
^' pulling caps/' 

Yours alwaysp 



To Mrs, LIARDET, Beomfton, near Chatham. 

MY DEAEEST MARY, Stock Eichange, Noyember 19, 1800. 

I A M at a loss to express how much I feel at 
the heavy affliction that oppresses you. Thou dearest 
martyr of painful sufferings, how dreadful is my torture 
that I cannot administer to thee» in the sad trial of 
severe indisposition, something to ease thy anxious 
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mind! Almighty God, with whom thy angelic soul is 
almost united, can only soothe thee on the bed of 
sickness. May that Power supreme, incorporated with 
the heavenly virtues of my dear sister, lead her to seats 
of bliss and endless happiness ! My beloved and excel- 
lent Mary, receive from me the assurance of my perfect 
love. O could I relieve thee, how would I fly to 
suffering vir,tue ! but I can only pray, and offer up 
my prayers and wishes for the long continuance of 
that dear life that sits so near my heart. I cannot 
omit to include in that wish my dear Hannah, and the 
soft lispings of my charming Adriana, who are much 
distressed to hear of the sufferings of their much- 
loved friend, 

God bless and preserve you, my dear and excellent 
sister, is the unceasing prayer of 

Your distressed^ affectionate Brother^ 

B. O. 



To Mr. JOHN OAKLEY. 

DEAR JOHN, Stock Exchange, December 19, 1800. 

I LOSE no time in communicating to you 
a sad tale of woe. Our beloved and excellent sister 
Mary died last night about seven o'clock. Let us 
think of her virtues, and imitate them. 

I shall sleep to-night at George's; and if you will 
contrive to be there, we may form some arrangement 
respecting the last duty we owe, and ought to pay, 
to departed excellence. 

Yours sincerely, 

B. O. 
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To Mr. GEORGE OAKLEY. 

DEAR GEORGE, December 19, 1800. 

I HASTEN to announce to you the afflicting 
news of tBe death of our dear and much-beloved sister, 
Mary* I will call upon you this evening, and confer 
with you what steps we should pursue upon this sad 
occasion; and as I have written to John, we probably 
may be assisted with his ideas how to act, in showing 
the last duty to an amiable sister. 

Affectionately yours, 

B, 0. 



To Mh, ahd Mrs, OAKLEY. 

Stock Exchange, December 19, IBOO. 
MY DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER, 

1 HAVE imposed upon myself a melancholy 
duty, in conveying to you the distressing event of the 
death of my excellent and beloved sister, Mary. She 
finished a painful and lingering existence last night, 
about seven o clock, leaving an affectionate and fond 
husband overwhelmed in the severest grief, and her 
relatives and numerous friends in painful sutieriiig, for 
the loss of so much excellence. 

I have endeavoured, for some time past, to prepare 
you for this sad story ; and I hope your minds were 
fortified, as mine has been, to bear against the shock. 
Every thing that is respectful, and full of the love I bore 
my dear sister, will I shew, in the last sad duty to 



departed virtue ; her worth demands it, and my feelings 
will be gratiBed in discharging it* 

When we consider the sufferings of poor dear Mary, 
and the impossibility there was of any assistance prolong- 
ing her dear life, it is an event rather to be desired than 
not; and to myself, I confess, it is matter of relief to 
hear that her agonized sufferings are at an end. 

God bless you both; and may you enjoy as much 
happiness as falls to the lot of mortals ! More I cannot 
say, but that 

1 am ever affectionately yours, 

B. 0, 



To Captain LIARDET. 
DEAR LIARDET, Upper TootiDg, December leoo. 

It is a consolation to me to hear that the 
sufferings of my dear, dear sister, are at an end. No 
one (yourself excepted) could be more earnest in the 
wish that her dear and valuable life had been prolonged 
than me ; but when that life became painful and loaded 
with sickness, it is more to be desired that the period 
has arrived which terminates an existence so miserable, 
than otherwise* 

I most sincerely sympathize with you, and feel much 
for your severe loss ; but we must arm ourselves to meet 
misfortunes like this, and, when they arise, to bear the 
shock like men. 

I shall be glad to be favoured with your arrange- 
ments upon this melancholy occasion, and to assist you 
in any thing I can, in doing the last duty to an 
exemplary sister. 

Most truly yours, 
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To Captain LIARBET, 
DEAR LIARDET, December 20, 180O. 

The form of the advertisement is well 
drawn, and a good portrait of the deceased; it shall 
be sent to the Times, that being the paper most in 
circulation* 

You ask me for an inscription to the memory of 
my beloved Mary ■ — I will give you one ; and if you 
have no objection to its being concise, you may give 
direction for its execution. 

of 

MARY LIARDET, 
Wife of 

CAPTAIN FREDERICK LIARDET, 
of the Marioes, 
Died DeceQiber 18» 1800, 
Aged 38 y^ars* 

To which you may add what I once saw to the memory 
of an amiable lady : — 

She was — but words are wanting to eaqiress what — 
Think what a wife should be, and she was that.'^ 

In my letter of yesterday I requested you would 
inform me of the arrangement for the funeral ; and I 
should also like to be acquainted when^ and where, it 
is your intention to deposit her sacred remains. For 
myself, I have no choice or opinion to give, only let 
it be respectful, but not expensive. 

Yours very assuredly, 

B. O, 
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To Mr. and Mrs. OAKLEY. 

Stock Exchange, January 2, 1801. 

DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER, 

I AM desired by Captain Liardet to request 
you will attend to the last injunction of poor Mary, 
in giving five shillings each to the following persons — 
Mrs. Stead, Susan Cox, and Mary Cox, as also to 
the poorest and elderly persons in Weobley, whom 
you think objects of charity. 

This trait of pious benevolence will (if any thing 
can add lustre to her bright character) rest imprinted on 
the hearts of the poor, and raise her to the highest 
earthly pinnacle of goodness. 

You have been made acquainted with the last duty 
George, John, and myself, paid to this pattern of 
virtuous excellence. May her pious memory ever live 
in our breasts, and inspire us to acts of goodness like 
hers ; and may her last words be ours — "I am ready, I 
am coming! My Lord, my Lord, my Saviour, pardon 
me!" 

God 'bless you ; and may the commencement of 
this century open to you as much happiness as can 
be expected on this side the grave ! 

My dear Hannah, and the children, join with me 
in every good wish. 

Your loving Son, 

B. O. 
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To L. LAMBE, Esq, 

DEAR suit Stock Exchmige, Janimry 10^ 1801. 

I HAVE this morning been with Lady Car- 
penter, agreeably to her ladyship's appointment, and 
of whom 1 have received £100, in part payment on 
your bond; also her draft on Hammersley's, for ^10 
interest. Her ladyship hopes it will not be inconvenient 
to you to allow her three months longer to discharge 
the remaining ^'100. Her ladyship was so polite, and 
her manners so engaging, that I could not help saying, 
I was sure you would afford her the accommodation 
she asked, with pleasure and with readiness, 

1 hope Mrs, Lambe and yourself continue well. 
I will not wish you to outlive this century; that, 
perhaps, would be an incumbrance to age ; but I do 
sincerely wish you both every happiness that can be 
expected in this world. 

You have heard uf the death of my dear sister. She 
was a pattern of goodness— she was charitable, and 
died like a Christian, 

Yours faithfully, 

B. 0, 



To Captain LIARDET- 
DEAll LTAEDET, Januar/ 10, IBOl. 

Your attention to all the branches of your 
late dear wife's family deserves our united tlianks, par- 
ticularly your wish to give some remembrance of her 



who was so dear to us : but in this instance I hope you 
will allow us to decline what you so handsomely offer, — 
there needs nothing to awaken our sensibility to the 
recollection of so much worth ; her dear memory will 
outlive" those tokens, it is engraven in all our hearts. 

Be a father to the dear boys, and you will be the 
friend of him, who, upon all occasions, will be proud to 
be thought yours. 

B. O. 



To Captain LIARDET. 

DEAR LIARDET, Stock Exchange, February 18, 1801. 

You have informed me the tablet to the 
memory of my dear sister is finished, and erected. I 
thank you for the compliment you pay me in speaking 
of the " chasteness of the composition;" it is but a just 
tribute of regard, expressive of a brother's love ; allow 
me that, and my measure of recompense is full. I 
shall always feel a melancholy pleasure whenever my 
steps approach the sacred repository that contains so 
much worth; — Gillingham will ever be one of those 
places that will impress me with a pious awe; and 
particularly in my serious moments I shall say, What 
is this world ? thy school, O misery ! our only lesson 
is to learn to suffer; and he who knows not that, was 
bom for nothing." 

Yours ever, 



B. O. 
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To GEORGE TOLDERVY, Esq. Ludlow* 
DEAR BlRf Stock Exchange, Dct0b«r 1^1, 1801. 

I AM much flattered by your approbation 
of what I have done, and more particularly for your 
very liberal confidence in me. 

I do not know how the alarming report reached you 
about " the dividends being suspended/' I have not 
heard any report of the kind, nor can I for a moment 
listen to it: if you have such fears, they will naturally 
lead you from any wish to reinvest. The debt is 
monstrous indeed; yet I hope the resources of the 
country are equal to its appetite; that it will never 
hunger for regular meals ; and that Government will ever 
be able to provide for it with a good grace^ 

" The clamour of bull and bear" is very familiar to 
me, having for twenty years been much in the habit 
of associating with these quadrupeds, or rather bipeds: 
the first is one who contracts for the purchase of stock 
for time» without having the money to pay for it ; and 
the latter contracts for the delivery of stock at a certain 
period, without having it in his name to transfer to 
the purchaser; and when the day of settling arrives, 
must be adjusted at the then price, and the difference 
paid and received without any real transfer of stock. 

You ask my opinion of the funds. I have no opinion: 
the best informed are as often wrong as right: at all 
events ^ou have been rights and that has been matter 
of chance. I cannot arrogate to myself any merit for 
what I have done ; set that down to chance also. You 
are content that your property is in so snug a nest;'' 



it is very closely surrounded by Government securities, 
and kept warm though in a gloomy vault* We da 
not yet know what are the wants of Government : great 
schemes of finance are talked of in the public prints, 
and which have given some relief to the money markets; 
but, say what they please, a day of reckoning will come, 
and at all events a provision must be made for six 
hundred millions. 

Yours affectionately and faithfully, 

B. O. 



PnoTEST against ike Decisimi of ike Members of the StocJc 
Exchange upon their ammUing Time Bargaim. 

New Stock Excbange, Moj % 

We, the undersigned, enter our Protest against the 
decision of the Stock Exchange, entered into on Thurs- 
day, the 5th day of May last, for the following reasons, 
viz. 

1st Because it is fundamentally against the prin- 
ciples and constitution of this house, that any question 
of importance relating to its interests should conip before 
its members for their approbation, without being pre- 
viously discussed by the Committee for General Pur- 
poses \ whose province it is, as a body (being delegated 
by the collective voice of this house), to hear and decide 
upon all questions in which the integrity^ the punc- 
tuality, and the honour of this house are concerned, 

2, Because we conceive the choice of persons to 
act upon an emergency such as has recently occurred, 
and not sanctioned by tlie general body of the pro- 
prietors of this bouse, as incompetent to any purpose 
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of legislation, and consequently not equal to enact laws 
that shall be effective to bind its members; the reso- 
lutions are, therefore, nugatory. 

3. Because in all transactions in which this house 
is concerned, it has been its invariable character to 
adhere to all honourable engagements, notwithstanding 
it may have been the sport of rumour, and too often 
open to the fabrications of designing meu, of which the 
late forgery is not without a parallel; and, also, that 
the law of this land with respect to money bargains is 
sufficiently explicit and distinct, as to the legality of 
them when transacted in an open public market; and, 
although the law does not take cognizance of time 
bargains (except in certain cases), there is, and ought 
to be, in the breast of every member of this house, a 
principle even superior to the law in the fulfilment of 
engagements, built upon the fabric of honour, confidence, 
and honesty. 

Lastly; Because it has been received as an esta- 
blished maxim in this house, that all transactions for 
time are equally sacred with those for money; and 
because this maxim is essentially necessary to that con- 
fidence in each other upon all occasions, in which the 
law of the land does not afford an absolute countenance. 
We cannot subscribe to proceedings whereby that maxim 
is completely rooted up, and a dangerous precedent 
established, to which the varying interests of parties 
may constantly be referring, and for which it will not 
be difficult at any time to find a plausible pretence. 

Sir Charles Price, Lord Mayor of London, communicated to 
the house a letter supposed to have been written by the 
Secretary of State, nimounciog the preliiuinaries of peace 

c 



between France and England. The lotter prOYed to be 

a forgery. The ductQatious had been immense, and id 
i the moment of agitation, the house predpilaleiy dedare^i 

all bargains done tliis day void. 



lOYAL TOOTING VOLUNTEERS. 

Lower Tooting, Surfe/, September 9^, 1803L 

Government having accepted the offer made by 
the inhabitants of Tooting, for training and arming a 
company of volunteers, consisting of sixty rank and file, 
and a committee having been formed for the purpose 
of carrying the same into effect ; a meeting was this 
day held at the Mitre Tavern, when the oath of allegiance 
was administered to the corps, in tlie presence of James 
Newsome, Esq,, acting magistrate and deputy lieutenant 
of the county, 

BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Captain. 
WALTtR LORD, Gent Lieutenant, 
EGBERT CLARKE^ Gent Emsigib 



To LiUTJT.-Cot, HARDY, L F. O. 

SIR> Tooling Lodg*, Novcwil*er a, 1803- 

I HAVE to acknowledge your favour of the 
7tli instant, and to say that the Loyal Tooting Volunteers 
have taken the oath of allegiance, are completely clothed, 
armed, and accoutred, and will be ready on Friday, the 
18th instant, to receive the honour you intend them. 
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I have not yet directed an alphabetical muster roll 
to be taken, but conceiving such mode to be proper, 
I shall, in future, order it to be adopted; such as I have 
been accustomed to take, I will with readiness submit 
to your inspection • 

After the ceremony has passed (which I intend 
shall take place in my own grounds), I shall hope to 
be favoured with your company at dinner. 

I have the houour to be, Sir, 

B. O 



To Miss OAKLEY, Balham Hill. 

My dear ADRIAN a, Tooting Lodge, Noverober 15, 1803. 

On Friday next, at twelve o'clock, the Loyal 
Tooting Volunteers will receive their colours, and also 
be inspected in my grounds. I beg you will send Miss 
Gregory s servant to order a coach for you and yonr 
sisters, and that you present mine and your mammas 
compliments to Miss Gregory, and request the honour 
of her accompanying you. 

Your nflTectionate and loving Father, 



PRESENTATION OF COLOURS*- 

On Friday, the Loyal Tooting Volunteers received 
their colours from the hands of Mrs, Strachan, in the 
grounds of Captain Oakley^ before a numerous and 

* Vide Mo»NtHO Cheokici-e, November 23, 



respectable assemblage of the inhabit ants of the parish. 
The line being drawn up in open order^ the lady, ad- 
vancing, delivered the following address: — 

Captain Oakley, — I feel great pleasure in pre- 
senting these colours to you, the officers, and privates 
of the Loyal Tooting Volunteers; in the firmest per- 
suasion that whenever the cause of their King and 
Country shall occasion them to be displayed, they will 
gallantly and honourably be defended under your judi- 
cious command. And may the Almighty God of battles 
guide and guard you all in preserving them, and with 
them the comforts, the liberties, the religion, of all you 
ought to hold dear !" 

Captain Oakley having received the colours, replied : 

*' Madam, — The very distinguished honour con- 
ferred upon me by this gallant band of villagers, in 
placing me at their head, thereby affording me the 
opportunity of receiving from your hands this proud 
gift, will ever have a place amongst the most lively 
affections of my heart. 

** Madam, — I here offer you my warmest thanks, 
to which I beg leave to add those of the officers and 
corps I have the honour to command; — with this 
assumnce, that should the moment arrive for British 
valour to shield these colours, I trust, and will be 
bold to say, the Loyal Tooting Volunteers never will 
desert them." 

Then delivering them to the Ensign, (the son of 
the lady who presented them) — 

To you, Sir, I commit this sacred charge, as a 
proud tribute of female patriotism ; and, if I could 
add a stimulus to inspire you with more than common 



ardour in a determmatioa never to relinquish them but 
in death, it would be to tell you — it is a mothers gift." 

" Madam, — I caa but eeho the noble sentiments 
you breathe, — may the God of battles guard and pro- 
tect the hand which carries them!'' 

Afterwards the corps presented arms, and the band 
playing God save ike King, concluded the ceremony* 

The corps were then inspected by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hardy, L F, O., when they passed by in slow and quick 
time, went through the manual and platoon exercise, 
fired by subdivisions from right to left, also in volleys, 
and performed several evolutions, finishing with presented 
arms ; at which the Colonel expressed his high appro- 
bation of their discipline and soldier-like appearance* 

The Colonel, with several field officers of volunteer 
corps, dined with the Captain* The men were regaled 
with beef and ale, and the evenmg closed with perfect 
hilarity. 



To THE Right Hon. Loed TEIGNMOUTH, V. L., Suekey. 

MY LORD, Tootiijg Lodge, April fij 1804. 

The Loyal Tooting Volunteers are in number 
Sixty-three rank and file; but owing to the admission 
of three recruits to supply the vacancies occasioned 
by resignation, I can only return to your lordship, as 
effective, nixiy rank and file. 

The arms are equal in number to the men, and 
were supplied by the voluntary subscriptions of the 
officers and inhabitants of the parish, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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To liiEUT.-CoL. M00R£^ Commanding the Mitcham 
Volunteers. 

Slli, Tooting Lodgt, Maj 9^ 1805. . 

I TAK£ leave to acquaint you that I have 
been under the necei^sity of bringing John Garston (a 
drummer in the corps I have the honour to command), 
to a Court of Inquiry, for disobedience and in^>leno6 
to his commanding officer when on duty, and that I 
Itave discharged him, as unworthy and unfit to belong 
to an armed association. I presume to intimate thus 
much to you as a caution (in case he should make 
application to be admitted into your corps), not to 
receive a man whose poisonous example may be per* 
nicious to the best establishment of the state. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c, 

B. O. 



To LiEUT.-CoL. JACKSON, 1. F. O. 

SIB, Tooting Lodge, Sefitember 4, 1805. 

I HAVB the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of the inspection return of the corps under 
my command, upon Glapham Common, on 28th ult 

The return I shall forward to you upon the first 
of every succeeding month, agreeably to your request, 
paying attention te the establishment as you have 
directed. 

I take the liberty to remind you that I have not 
been favoured with a return of the L. T. V. for the 



5th June last, at Epsom, nor any allowance for expenses 
attending the conveyance of the corps on that day> 

I have the honour to be. Sir, &c. 

B. O. 

i ^^^^^ — — , 

To THE UicHT Hon. Lorb TEIGNMOUTH. 

MV LORD, Tooting L(M%«f November B, 1805. 

It is with extreme reluctance I tender to 
your Lordship my resignation as Captain of the Loyal 
Tooting Volunteers ; but the press of commercial pur- 
suits, and their concomitant consequences, prevent my 
attention to that discipline which is essential to military 
duty* My regret at lea\iQg the corps is much softened 
in the honour I have of introducing to your Lordship^s 
notice a gentleman, qualified, in every sense of the 
word, to fill the situation I am about to leave. My 
Lieutenant, Mr* Lord, not only shares in my best affec- 
tion and regard, but, by a steady observance of those 
rules according with the well-being and order of an 
armed association, will, I have no doubt, claim from 
your Lordship that respect and approbation, which you 
have on many occasions expressed for the corps, 

I cannot let this opportunity pass without expressing 
to your Lordship the perfect satisfaction I have in every 
instance experienced from Mr. Lord, as well as from my 
Ensign, Mr, Clarke : indeed, the eager zeal and glow of 
patriotisni evinced in the exertions of these gentlemen, in 
enabling me to bring to a state of discipline the little 
gallant band I have had the honour to lead, is such, that 
I am deficient in expressions to mark their worth ; nor 
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can I forget my tribute of coraniendation to every private 
in the corps, for their attachment to their Sovereign, as 
well as the ready obedience they have at all times shown 
to the commands of their officers. 

It now remains to submit for your Lordship s appro- 
bation my nomination of officers ; and, anticipating your 
ready compliance, I therefore propose Walter Lord, 
Esq. to be Captain-Commandant ; and Robert Clarke, 
Gent, to be Lieutenant. There is still a blank to fill up, 
but which at present I am not prepared to do, not having 
intimated this change to any gentleman with whom I 
think it likely I may succeed, to occupy the placQ of 
Ensign Clarke. 

I now take leave of your Lordship in my military 
capacity, offering, for your acceptance, my warmest 
thanks for the countenance with which you have been 
pleased to honour me, as well as for the prompt atten- 
tion you have, in every instance, shown to my requests, 

I hare the honour to be. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most devoted Servant, 
BENJ. OAKLEY, 

Commanding L, 'Ihoting Volunieen, 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Tooting Lodge, 8tl) November, 1805, 

Captain Oaklet cannot take leave of the Loyal 
Tooting Volunteers, whom he has had the pride, the 
satisfaction, and the honour to command, without ex- 
pressing his perfect approbation of their soldier-like 
conduct, and attention at all times to his commands. 



His indispensable avocations, added to an indifferent 
state of beaith, have reluctantly obliged him to resign a 
command which has been flattering to him in the ex- 
treme. Indeed the cordial and able co-operation of his 
brother officers in effecting that, which has called forth 
the encomiums of illustrious and distinguished cha- 
racters, can never be effaced from his memory. 

To the non-commissioned officers and privates he 
offers his full tribute of commendation ; and if be has 
ft wish beyond that of the prosperity of the Loyal 
Tooting Volunteers, it is, that he may live in their 
esteem. 



To Miss HANNAH OAKLEY, Balham Hill. 
MY DEAR HANNAH, Tooting Lodge, February Sr, 1801. 

1 DECEIVED your pretty letter yesterday, 
and should have answered it before, but have been 
particularly engaged: this you will excuse, as also 
my neglect in not noticing your first letter, I have 
great satisfaction in answering your inquiry respecting 
Adriaua, in being able to say she is greatly better; 
indeed, so much so, that she will in a few days return 
to the driiL 

I beg my compliments to Miss Gregory, to whom 
I mean to pay my personal respects in a few days* 
Kiss your sisters for me, be kind to each other, and 
you will command the affection of your mamma and 
your loving father, 

B. O. 
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To Mr. TAYLOR, 
DEAR MIU TAYLOR, October 80th, 1804. 

I MOST sincerely sympathize with you for 
the loss you have sustainecU in having snatched from 
your society one of the most virtuous of women. No 
panegyric that I can draw can possibly equal the ori- 
ginal. Her patient sufferings cannot but have been 
sensibly felt by all who knew her; and those who 
were fortunate in a near acquaintance with her, cannot 
but regret the loss of so much worth. Your fisdthful 
and steady attachment to her will be the best con- 
solation that can be afforded you in this keen and 
sad separation; and if my approbation and thanks can 
in any way tend to alleviate your sorrows, I beg you 
to accept them from my heart. 

I need not point out to you where your attention 
now should centre. You will feel your children's 
happiness and your own as one; and you will, I 
sincerely hope, realize that comfort in them which was 
fondly anticipated by my dear sister. 

I am, dear Taylor, 

Your affectionate Friend and Brother, 

B. O. 



To Master BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Mr. Elwell's Academy, 
Hammersmith. 

MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Tooting Lodge, October 9, 1806. 

It appears a long time since I saw you, and, 
but that Mr. Elwell takes great care of you, I should 
see you oftener. I believe that you are a good boy, and 
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should Mr. El well think so too, perhaps he may have no 
objection to your coming home to pass your birthday^ 
and return to your studies again on Monday. You will 
therefore ask Mr. ElwelPs leave, which should he grants 
you shall be sent for to-morrow. 

Yotir loving and affectionate Father^ 

O. 



To Miss CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, Balham Hill. 

MY DEAR CimiSTlANA, Tootbg Lodge, Ma^ 3, 1807, 

I AM, and shall at all times be, glad to hear 
from you or either of your sisters ; but I only wish 
it when your conduct is consistent: and if you have 
been inconsistent in the letter you have this day 
addressed to your mamma, it arises, I should hope, 
more from the instigation of your little playmates, than 
from your ovrn feelings- I had anticipated much pleasure 
in the thought of seeing you and your sisters at the 
approaching ball; but that pleasure could only have 
been realized in seeing you appear in that dress which 
constitutes the simplicity and true character of a child 
of your years: that character cannot be sustained by 
the trifling distioction oi satin slips and silk stockings. 

Your accomplishmeutSj if they are to attract your 
father's notice, must assume a nobler feature ; they must 
emanate from the head, and not from the heels. You 
begin your letter by saying, — We will be much 
obliged/* Who do you mean ? I presume your sisters ; 
but you do not mention their names : wc applies to the 
plural number, and you write in your own person. This 
little fault I can excuse in a child of your years, ^d 
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can readily attribute the blunder to the silk stockings^ 
which^ probably, have so taken possession of your 
mind, that you were thinking of them instead of your 
grammar. When you can estimate the proud distinction 
of a well-dressed mind from a well-dressed head, 1 shall 
have great happiness in indulging you with what I shall 
then think an innocent appendage to your person. 

Your affectionate Father, 

B. O. 



To Mr. HOUGHTON, Lower Tooting, 
(Collector of Aneued Taxa.) 

SIR, Tooting Lodge, May 3, laOT. 

I RETURN you the enclosed paper, filled 
up according to my meaning of the different clauses 
contained in it, which if irregular (which you will 
ascertain when you see the surveyor), you will let me 
know. I must recommend to you, in the discharge 
of the office you have recently entered upon, to do 
all in your power to assist your neighbours in the 
complicated mode of making their returns ; and when- 
ever you find them ignorant of the form to be observed, 
that you explain to them how it should be done, in 
order to prevent the frequent appeals, which have, in 
so many late instances, been productive of inconvenience 
to the appellants, as weU as creating much dissatis- 
faction upon the decisions which the commissioners 
under the Act are bound to award. Never suffer any 
trifling emolument to bias your mind from a true, 
honest, and faithful discharge of your duty; but do 
all in your power to discourage, either in yourself 



or others, any propensity to take advantage of the 
ignorance of your neighbours : for, be assured, that 
io doing this you are the Goverament's true friend 
and servant, 

I am, 8cc, 



To GEORGE TOLDERVY, Esq. 
MY DEAR Sltl, Slock Ei^chnnge, Augusts, 1807* 

The postscript of your letter of the 28th 
uliimo has, I perceive, led you into serious reflections 
upon the times; and as I admit the present to be an 
awful crisis, I do not wonder at the alarm which seems 
to possess you : you are, perhaps, taking the worst 
side of the question, and it may be proper to do so. 
How far your property with me, in the event of an 
invasion, may be safe, is a strong question, and applies 
equally to mine as well as to yours. God knows 
who or what can be safe in such a convulsion, 

I will suppose invasion possible, but not probable. 
We, iu this (I was going to say, invulnerable) island, 
are infinitely more powerful than the Emperor of the 
French is upon the continent. What he has done on 
land does not equal our pre-eminence at sea; and until 
I can see France in possession of a navy double that 
of ours, I shall not despair of tlie liberties of my country 
being shaken. The enemy's chief aim is at the finances 
of England: he has, in as far as excluding us from the 
continent, done much to check its growth ; but, with all 
his mighty efforts, we have a revenue exceeding any 
thing ever known in this country before ; and as long as 
we continue a firm and united people, so long may 



We defy him, even were he ten times greater than 
he is« 

1 have considered your property in my hands similar 
to an accoimt at a banker's, always ready npon demand ; 
as, therefore, the tenure of it is uncertain, I have not 
reckoned upon its permanency, and consequently have 
not made that use of it in a way so advantageous as 
I might have done. The liberality of your mind, evinced 
by your confidence in me, and for the reasons above 
stated, has confined me to the use of this capital merely 
in the purchase and sale of Exchequer Bills, and which 
has, in very few instances, ever gone beyond the bare 
interest of money. There is also a privacy of character 
about me that, in money transactions, can never be 
know^n but to the principal and myself; and further, 
that I never had to do with the property of any matt 
living (yourself excepted), although frequent offert 
have presented, and that in a way very flattering 
indeed. I am better pleased with your anxiety than I 
should have been had you shown apathy and indif- 
ference ; and as T feel I ought to make both yoursel. 
and my aunt quite easy, I can, and will (if you wish 
it) give a security more than personal, either in part 
or to the extent of cash in my hands belonging to you. 
My freehold property at Clapham, as also my estate 
at Tooting, remains, as it always did, unencumbered) 
and I should be as well satisfied the deeds w^ere ill 
your possession as holding them myself- I wish yotl 
to consider this thing with reference to your feeling 
and satisfaction ; and that you do, without reserve^ 
command me in that which meets your perfect appro* 
bation. If I can reckon upon the use of this property 
for any definite time, it will of course afford me a 



disposable power over my own, and benefit both your- 
self and me, in taking advantage of circumstances which 
not unfrequently offer* 

Yours faithfully. 



To GEORGE TOLDERVY, Esq. 

MY DEAR SIR, Slock Exdiangc, Septe^iber 1, laof* 

I AM much flattered by your approbation 
of my having " faithfully, punctually, and satisfactorily" 
discharged the duties I owe you. I have ever found 
those gentlemen to be my best allies, and while they 
serve me I will not desert them. 

We are in expectation of hearing good news from 
the Baltic. I think the activity displayed by Govern* 
ment here will astound Buonaparte, and lessen his 
demands. It proves what I before said, that our power 
at sea may bid defiance to his threats. I have no alarm 
for my country ; the riches and population of it place 
it on a firmer basis of security than it ever stood on 
before. 

I hope my aunt is better for her excursion, and that 
you also have profited by iL 

Always your», 

B. O. 



To Mr9. LAMBE^ Hereford. 

MY DEAR MADAM, Septttnber 18, *807, 

I MOST sincerely sympathize with you upon 
the loss of your valued and much esteemed husband. 
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my very trusty friend and relation. The little rernern^ 
brances he has left to me and my daughter Lucy/ are 
proofs of that attachment and regard, which, in a course 
of many years' acquaintance, I have ever observed to be 
the conspicuous feature of his mind. 

I shall ever hold his memory in my heart, and 
console myself for his loss by reflecting, that a life spent 
like his leaves no regret for his departure, when those 
who survive him have the satisfaction of knowing that he 
now meets with that reward which his worth and merits 
deserve. I did not know, until your letter reachied me^ 
of the sad separation you have now to deplore. Thes6 
a.re afflictions which, as they are common to us, we must 
be prepared to meet. Your enlightened mind is formed 
to bear the shock; and you have philosophy enough, 
I hope, not to sufier this calamity to take too deep 
root, so as to injure your health, and prey too much 
upon your spirits. I am happy that my deceased friend 
has made that disposition of his property which gives 
so much satisfaction ; and my wish is, that you, my dear 
Madam, may long live to enjoy it. 

Your Friend, 

B. O. 



To Master BENJAMIN OAKLEY, at Mr. Elwell's, 
Hammersmith. 

MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Clapham Common, October 8, 180f . 

It is your mamma s wish, and my intention, 
to send for you on Saturday next, provided Mr. Elwell 
will give you leave of absence for a day or two: you 



will therefore solicit his permission, which, if it be done 
in a proper way^ will leave no doubt of his acquiescence 
with your request. 

Your loving Father, 



Ta Master BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Me. Elwell's 
Academy, Hammebsmitjj. 

MY DEAR BEIIJAMIN, Cbpham Common, November 25, 180T. 

I HAVE great pleasure in acquainting jou, 
that your mamma is well, and that she has added to 
your happiness as well as mine, a son, and a brother. 1 
have the satisfaction of being the father of another fine 
boy, and you will have the pleasure of sharing with a 
brother those comforts which I hope will emanate from 
reciprocal affection, and an union of sentiment, which, 
I trust, will prove the love and regard you owe to 
your dear sisters, as well as the filial duty that will 
be expected from you by those to whom you owe 
your existence. 

In communicating to you this agreeable event, I 
do not doubt but that it will afford you comfort and 
satisfaction. Pray make my compliments to Mr. El well, 
with thanks to him for his kind attention to you; and 
believe me to be, dear Benjamin, 



Your loving and affectionate Father, 
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To Mr. RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly. 

MY DEAR FATHER, Ciapham Common, April Sff, I80S. 

Your letter, now before me, distresses me 
much ; more on account of yourself and my mother, 
than for the unfortunate object who has been the cause 
of it. That your tranquillity should have been disturbed 
I greatly lament ; but the cause of it has arisen from 
that want of management which not in the least surprises 
me : and although I cannot but feel for the distress of a 
brother, yet I see no reason that you should, or myself 
either, take it so deeply to heart. Had your advice, 
or mine, had its proper effect, this mighty evil would 
have been avoided : but the die is cast, and there 
remains no alternative but that of a fair and honest 
surrender, and a true and faithful disclosure of all his 
concerns. The bankrupt laws, as you observe, are very 
severe, and properly so ; but the severity of them is 
counterbalanced by the reHef they afford to the unfor- 
tunate object, who through necessity is bound to obey 
them, 

I have only recently heard of his embarrassments^ 
and greatly regret that the moment when he found 
them of such magnitude as not to be overcome, that 
he did not instantly stop payment, and convene his 
creditors, for the purpose of submitting to them his 
true situation, and imploring their indulgence, in being 
allowed to close his concerns for their benefit; avoiding 
thereby the enormous expense of bankruptcy, as well 
as the havoc it makes in cutting up the value of pro- 
perty, by bringing it together in a mass, and disposing 
of it under the rigid rules of an open sale. 
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It is hard, in a case of distress like this, to aim 
at giving you consolation. In the first place, as men, 
it becomes us not to give way to sorrow and grief, 
" What is done cannot be undone/' It must be borne 
with firmness and fortitude, and the energies of the 
mind must be drawn forth in looking to better days : 
they are still within reach, if he will take advice, and act 
up to it ; but the only way to deserve it is, — to bejmt to 
those he has injured^ by a strict impartiaiity. If I find that 
has not been done, he must not expect my advice 
or support: on the contrary, if it has been done, I 
will not forget he is my brother. 

With respect to Edwin, I think Mr, Woolrych is 
disposed to serve him ; but if he be deficient in writing 
and arithmetic, it cannot be done immediately. Let 
him go to school at my charge : do you be his 
super in tendant as to any arrangement you think best, 
and, when qualified, it will then be time to talk to 
Mr. Woolrych about him ; at present it would be 
premature, and, until the storm blows over, improper. 

Henry I have disposed of; he is now in the Military 
College at Marlow, where he will be qualified, I hope, 
in a short time, to take a commission from his Majesty, 
either in the Royal Engineers or in the Artillery ; thereby 
avoiding the precarionsness of trade, and ready, upon 
an emergency, to fight for the liberties of his country. 

Poor John Taylor is, I fear, upon his last legs : when 
last I saw him he was breaking up very fast- I hope his 
circumstances will afford some provision for bis children* 
This is a life of affliction and disappointment : when a 
man is prepared for his last journey, the sooner he sets 
out upon it the better. Poor Frank ! I am sorry, very 
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sorry for his misfortunes: tell him to bear up with 
firmness, and not give way to unmanly sorrow. 
My love and best wishes to you all. 

B. O. 



SAMUEL HA YARD, Esq. Mansion House Street. 
SIR, Clapham Comraon, November 21, 1808. 

The more I think on the situation and 
conduct of my unfortunate brother, the more I am 
in doubt as to the propriety of the measure proposed 
by you, in our conference of yesterday ; and the more 
I reflect upon the act which has been resorted to, 
the more I am inclined to lament the precipitancy of 
it. If any communication had been made to the rela- 
tives of the unfortunate bankrupt, as to the steps which 
seem to have been determined on previously to his last 
examination, they would, at the hazard of pecuniary 
inconvenience, have done something to have satisfied 
the too much abused confidence of those who are 
sufferers upon the occasion : but the die is cast, and 
the odium now so fastly riveted upon the head of 
the wretched sufferer, that it is impossible his blasted 
reputation ever can bud again. 

For myself, however sharp the sting of calumny 
may be, and the wound which has been made upon 
the integrity of a once happy family, still this I could 
have borne ; but when I consider the deleterious effect it 
will have upon the aged frames of a venerable father 
and mother, I cannot but feel anguish in the extreme, 
with dreadful forebodings of the shock this must 
occasion. 



I will not do ao injustice to ray own feelings, in 
attempting any vindication of the conduct of Francis 
Oakley, I will 

•* Nothing extenuate, nor atight set down in malice.'* 

He is one who has acted not waely, but too" ill; 
yet, with all his misdeeds, I must and cannot but acquit 
him of any premeditated intention of withholding that 
explanation which his creditors may have expected, 
and are entitled to : but I do conceive, from, the weak- 
ness of his capacity (too evident from the blunder- 
ing system he has pursued), that it is impossible he 
can ever explain to the understanding of his creditors, 
(much less to their satisfaction), the complicated wrongs 
his stupidity has plunged him into. 

In making these observations, I wish it to be under- 
stood not with an intention of receding from what I 
engaged to do^ in conjunction with my brother George ; 
although, upon mature consideration, I do not think 
I should have gone so far, 1 have already been a 
considerable sufferer ; and having ten children of my 
own, it is but justice to them that their interests should 
be fii-st considered. 

Indeed, Sir, I have been most unhappy since I 
saw you : the impression made on my mind has inca- 
pacitated me from going to town this day, which I 
intended to have done in order to have seen Mr, Richard 
Oakley and yourself; but perhaps '* *tis better as it 
is/* I am incapable of giving advice to those more 
competent than myself, and must beg to leave to their 
better judgments the adjustment of this sad account. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
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To Mrs. TOLDERVY, Ludlow. 
MY DEAR AUNT, Clapham Common^ November 81, 1808. 

The annexed letter was put into my hands 
this morning, with particular instructions to have it 
conveyed to you. There is one part of the letter I 
object to : — " It has long been my intention/' &c. 
Now she should have said, in the plural, our inten- 
tion, in which would have befen understood the joint 
co-operation of her sisters ; but Adriana appears to 
have assumed the command of the corps, which, I must 
beg to say, has not been ratified by me ; and therefore 
I think (and I believe it is in contemplation among her 
sisters) to bring her to a court of inquiry. I must confess 
there are strong symptoms in Miss Oakley of endea- 
vouring to gather laurels from the brows of her sisters, 
who are equally entitled to wear them with herself: at 
all events, I will suggest something in the shape of 
an armistice ; and should it turn out that you are not 
offended at the conduct of the young lady, I probably, 
with my influence, may bring matters to an amicable 
adjustment. 

Your affectionate and dutiful Nephew, 

B. O. 



To Miss M. ADAMS, Crewkerne, Somerset. ^ 
DEAR MADAM, Clapham Commoo, December 15, 1808. 

I CONGRATULATE you upou the safe arrival 
of your brother at Dinapore, and upon the good fortune 
he has had in being appointed Surgeon to the civil 



establishment or station of Ally Ghur, as well as the 
lucrative advantages allowed him of trading in cotton, 
silk, indigo. Sec, vrhich, I understand, are likely to be 
beneficial to him. 

I have been confined several days with an inveterate 
rheumatism, or should have answered your letter before, 

I am sorry you give so indifferent an account of your 
mother, to whom pray make mine and Mrs, Oakley s 
regards. 

I understand that Captain Butcher is unwell, and 
intends leaving India for England. 

When you write to your brother, I request you will 
convey to him the best remembrances of Mrs, Oakley 
and myself. 

Believe me to be, dear Madam, 

Your Friend and Servant, 



To WILLIAM DOWNES, Esq. Herefohd. 

DEAU SIB, Clapham Connnaiij December 97, laOS. 

It is so long since I have had the honour of 
addressing you, that I ought to begin by saying, my absent 
friend ; and if I did not believe that that dear name 
attaches to me, (as well as by your recent conduct, which 
induces me to think it is extended to an unfortunate 
relation), I should not presume to be so familiar i but 
you have such claims upon the gratitude of the family, 
that I should do injustice to my feelings were I not 
to acknowledge it. 

The unheard of severity lately (and most unjustly) 
exercised towards my poor brother, has, I must own, 
stimulated me to advocate his cause ; not that I will 



attempt to exonerate him from blame for the blundering 
system he has pursued ; but only so far as to shield him 
from the shafts of calumny, when they are directed, 
against his integrity. You cannot but have been made 
acquainted with the vindictive proceedings of those who 
have directed the examination of my brother ; and, 
indeed, I was led to believe that too much severity 
could not be exercised against him : but when I attended 
the last meeting, and heard from his own mouth the 
plainest replies to the questions put to him, and the 
artless manner in which he conducted himself, and also 
witnessed the virulent nature of his greatest (and I 
may safely aver his only) enemy, I could not but feel 
ashamed that I should have the outward likeness of 
any creature so inhumat!. The scandalous charge of 
concealment, on which Frank had been previously 
accused, was, on his last hearing, not even mentioned 
or adverted to ; — a proof hov^^ unwarrantably had been 
the rigour directed against him, that it was considered 
too foul even to be hinted at. 

It now only remains, (and presuming on the friend- 
ship I think you bear me, I am emboldened to ask 
it), that you will kindly exert your powerful interest 
in doing all you can to forward the great object of 
liberating him from his present embarrassment, by sign- 
ing his certificate, I hope and trust it may be effected 
without even an application to Mr. Havard, whose 
inveteracy is, I fear, unabated. The certificate is signed 
by some principal creditors now in town, and it will 
be presented to you by Mr, Harrison, who has under- 
taken to wait upon the country creditors, and who> 
knowing the whole proceedings, wiU be enabled to 
afford you explanation. 



I need not apologize to the goodness of your heart 
for the trouble I give you in reading this long letter; 
seeing, as you will, that I am actuated by fraternal 
feeling, to protect a fallen brother. 

Faithfully and always yours. 



To Captaiw JOHN BUTCHER, Paymaster 
67th Regimeht, Calcutta, 

(Fer the Lord MehiiU ) 
D£AR JACK| CInpham Caiumon, January iSj 1809. 

I wiLt not lose the opportunity of the fleet 
about to sail for India, of sending this letter, although 
it is very probable it may not find you there, having 
understood from Mr* Adams, that it is your intention 
to set off about this time for England ; but should 
any circumstance arise to alter that determination, it 
will be right I should make you acquainted with an 
event which concerns you nearly. Your mother, after 
a short illness, died on the ISth of December last, 
literally reduced to a skeleton before her dissolution. 
When you consider the melancholy situation she was in, 
you will think with me, that it was an event " devoutly 
to be wished/' Your father, poor man, is much altered ; 
he seldom goes from home, his rupture is enlarged, and 
his legs swell very much, 

Mr. Benjamin Shaw, Mr. Palmer, a few friends, 
and myself, attended her remains to the meeting in Maze 
Pond ; where I saw her deposited in a vault, with every 
mark of solemnity and respect, 

1 need not repeat how glad we shall be to see 



you, or for myself urge how much it is my wish, that 
my house and 6 re-side may always have a place for 
** Poor Jack." 

I am moBl truly and honestly yours. 



To Mrs, OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR MOTHER, CUpHam Common, March IB, tm7. 

On the other side you have the ackDow- 
ledgments of Miss Oakley, for your very esteemed 
present. The recollectiou of your kind attention to 
her during our short stay at Weobly will never be 
effaced from her mind. 

1 do not know any thing that would afford me more 
gratification than to have you present among your group 
of grandchildren around my fire-side : the eagerness at 
all times manifested by them whenever your name is 
mentioned, is the best proof how much you live in 
their affection. 

Little Richard begins to find the use of his tongue, 
and when a little older, will probably call his godfather 
to account, whose promise was to teach him the vulgar 
use of it, Fanny, next to him, is the idol of her sisters, 
sweet and blooming as the rose. Jane is full of many 
stories, and often sings us merry songs* Lucy is ^1 
but a poetess; for although she cannot well express 
her own ideas, she does with wonderful discrimination 
repeat those of our distinguished poets, Benjamin 
possesses an ardent, vigorous, and generous disposition ; 
he is, indeed, the boy after my own heart, Mary, not 
strong in constitution, possesses capacity, and is a very 
good girl : meekness and perfect good humour are her 
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characteristics, Christiana has a boldness of feature, 
animated, quick ^ and capable of learning, and is an 
excellent companion for Benjamin, who, at trap-ball, 
has often been convinced that he may be vanquished 
by a female • Elizabeth is a great favourite with the 
little ones, domesticated, contented, and an excellent 
nurse. Hannah is every thing I can wish, an ornament 
to myself, and a credit to you. Adrianas portrait is 
familiar to you, and I trust and hope the impression 
it has made in the mind of yourself and my father, will 
not disappoint your best expectations. Thus, mother, 
you will see in the picture I have drawn that I have 
fulfilled the Scriptures — The first shall be last, and 
the last shall be first." Mrs. Oakley and myself you 
have known many years, and the less we say of 
ourselves the better." 

Always yours, 

B. O. 



To G. TOLDEIIVY, Esq, 



MT DEAE SIR, Clnpham Coiumon, July 19, 1809* 

We have been agreeably surprised by the 
arrival of Captain Butcher from India, who, I am glad 
to say, is well, and kindly inquired after you and 
my aunt. 

About three weeks ago I had a sharp attack of an 
ague ; but I opened a battery of Peruvian bark upon the 
breast-work, and silenced the enemy in eight and forty 
hours. This day 1 received the congratulations of my 
Infantry corps, upon the completion of my forty-third 
year; on which occasion I felt the solid satisfaction of 
true love emanating from affectionate hearts, unlike the 



adulator)^ compliments of courtly hypocrites, who do it 
as a matter of custom, when, I should say, it were 
better honoured in the breach than the observance/* 

Truly yours, 



To THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE, 

SIR, Claphani Conanion, October 16, 180^. 

The committee appointed to look mto the 
concerns of Covent Garden Theatre have told the public, 
that, after a due investigaiion of their affairs, they find 
that the average profits of the concern for the last six 
years (the last of which ought not to have been taken 
into the account), have not produced to the proprietors 
more than 61 per cent, I will not doubt the sin- 
cerity of these honourable men ; for I must take it 
for granted, that they are all — all honourable men/' 
But I would like to ask these honourable men this 
question: — Suppose they had embarked in the late 
theatre a large capital, which, by mismanagement, had 
been frittered down to one-fourth of its amount ; and, for 
want of money to carry on the concern, the managers 
had come to a stand still, and called their creditors 
together: would these honourable men have been satis- 
fied with the exposition they have given us? Would 
they not have required a fall and fair statement of every 
itetn of expenditure, in order to form their judgment upon 
the ability as well as the integrity of the men to whom 
they had intrusted the command of their property? 
And have not the public a right to know what fair 
pretension the imperious Coriolanus has to insult " the 



voices of the people," by asking, " What h it they 
mean ? " ^Ticn the haughty leader of the Volscian army 
was ittiplored by the digni6ed Volumuia to return to the 
voice and wishes of the people of Rome, how did he 
demean himself? Did he not understand the meaning of 
ike deputation ? and did he not stifle his resent ment> 
and bend to the call of justice and reason ? And although 
he fell a martyr to his own perfidious ambition, did he 
not prevent the ruin of his country, and lull to sleep the 
clamour of discontent ? Why then does the Coriolanus 
of the present day not learn a lesson from the past? 
Why does he persist in an obstinate resistance to the 
people's voice, cramping them with aitc/te^, by a con- 
tinual collision of jarring tumult and riot, which, if 
persevered in, will lead to consequences most dis- 
astrous ? Let him look to himself/* 

Mr, Kemble has told us, that without an advance 
of prices he must be ruined, I think I speak the 
public voice when I say, that tvith an advance of 
prices he certainly will be ruined ; and, as the 
public will no longer bear his voice, I do not think 
that 61 per cent upon the amount of his capital, will 
(with his disposition to extravagance) keep him from 
ruin, I will tell him how to avoid this ruin. Let him 
consent (and perhaps he may have influence enough 
with Mr. Harris to persuade him into the measure,) to 
relinquish the patent, I will be one of one hundred and 
fifty persons ready to take it off his hands. The mono- 
poly will then be demolished ; and, upon the promise of 
his future good behaviour, he may be received again 
into the same theatre, and allowed five pounds each 
night of his performance (instead of the enormous sum 
be now draws); and that, with prudent management. 



keep him from ruin: — or, if his Majestyj con- 
descendingly leaning to the voice of his people, will 
graciously grant another patent, I will be one in the 
formation of a New Theatre, and force this great king 
John, not only to listen to the people s rights, but to 
be careful in future how he attempts to stifle the voice 
of that people, by the inLroduction of Jews and police 
officers into his own or any other theatre. 

I fear I am taking up too much room in your valuable 
paper; but before I conclude I beg to say, that if the 
public voice should not interfere, and it should be 
allowed to have eighteen private boxes in a new theatre, 
(supposing them to let for four himdred guineas annu- 
ally)^ a revenue will be created quite sufficient to answer 
the interest upon XI 50,000, borrowed at 5 per cent 

If, Mr- Editor, a theatre can be raised in this way, 
capable of holding iJ400 per night, and a strict economy 
observed in the interior, allowing no performer to have 
an interest in it further than a de pen dance upon the 
proprietors of it, and leave it open to genius and talent, 
there can be no doubt but that genius and talent will 
show itself, and afford to this extensive metropolis 
mental delights, at one- half the expense of the present 
establishment of Covent Garden Theatre, 

I am. Sir, 

A PLEBEIAN ♦ 



To THE EDITOR or the MORNING CHRONICLE, 

SrEj Cliipham Commouj March 9 » 1810* 

A FEW evenings since, in a party of bom- 
vivants, where the song and toast went round, in all 

* VideMoftNJKQ ClCR4^HtctK| October 19, iao9* 



the hilarity of English merriment, and in the good old 
style which I have been accustomed to hear in my early 
days, the pleasantry of the night was agreeably enlivened 
by a gentleman of most excellent fancy " and humour; 
who, after entertaining the company with sprightly wit 
and song, directed his call to me, which I instantly 
complied with, in the best way I could, by singing 
Dibdin s song of Lmely Nan. The sentiments of this 
artless ballad roused the sympathetic feelings of the 
company towards its distressed author; and never did 
the genuine spirit of the British character shine in 
brighter colours than at this exhilarating moment. 
Each felt the strong impulse of benevolent charity; and 
before I had the opportunity of taking a glass to recruit 
my strength, my dessert plate was covered with thirteen 
guineas, to be applied to the relief of the unfortunate 
and neglected lyrist. 

The generous and laudable sympathy of the company 
did not rest here: many opinions were afloat; some 
thought the TcUership of the Exchequer* would have been 
better disposed of, and more in unison with the wishes 
of the country, if it had been given to Mr, Dibdiu, whose 
lyric muse has so much contributed to arouse the valour 
of our seamen and soldiers in the day of battle, — to 
warm their hearts in the hours of merriment, — and to 
console their nights in the gloom of a dungeon, when 
prisoners in the hands of an implacable enemy. It was 
therefore instantly resolved to testify their attachment, 
and give an opportunity to those who are admirers 
of talent, to dine together at the City of London Tavern, 
on the 12th of April next (Rodney s victory), to celebrate 

• Tlie Tellerfhip tif the Exchequer bad ju^t been giv«n to Lord GrenviUfl, 
whkh occa&ioneti rery gcncrn) tJiagust, 



that day, and appropriate the surplus arising out of the 
diuner tickets to this neglected poet* 

It was suggested that a plain and simple one-course 
dinner, at IDs. 6d* per head, including wine, would be 
perfectly sufficient ; and by way of dessert, that Dibdin's 
songs (and no other) would gratify the appetites of his 
friends: no doubt being entertained but that a strong 
corps of professional and amateur singers would con- 
tribute^ gratuHously, to make it one of the most delect- 
able banquets that has been set before the public since 
the birth of this patriotic composer* 

The writer of this, a perfect stranger to Mr. Dibdin, 
^11 answer for fifty tickets, at one guinea each; and 
the liberality of the little party where the idea of the 
dinner first originated, he is sure, will second him ; and 
the public also will prove, that^ — 

" There's a sweet little cherub that sits up aloft, 
Keeping watch for the life of poor Jack/' 

If, Sir, you will have the goodness to give publicity 
to this letter, you will thereby become a contributor to 
the comforts of the sailor and soldier s friend, 

I remain, Sir, &c, 

B, O. 



To Master BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Jun, Chaeter House* 
MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Clajjhiwn Coramon, June 1810, 

sHiKG that you may have every comfort 
and reasonable indulgence where you are, I have directed 
Wharton to give you a guinea, for the purpose of afford- 
ing you access to the library : you will therefore ask 
Master Barnes to direct you to the librarian, to whom 



yqu wUl offer your subscription, and request of him to 
i>e admitted a member of the society, 

Wharton will also give you half-a-crown to be appro- 
priated to another fund, I mean the newspaper fund; 
and 1 should hope there will be no objection to its 
being received. You will then have the opportunity 
j(which I hope will give you delight,) of reading the 
debates in Parliament, and of gaining instruction from 
tlw eloquent speeches of our senators ; and which will 

erve to stimulate you to a love of the constitution, as 

Iso to revere the laws. 

Placed as you are in the seat of learning, I shall hope 
to find you anxious to excel; and in giving satisfac- 

ion to your superiors at school, you will add greatly 
to the happiness of 

Your loving Father, 



To His Excellency Captain RAVENHILL. 

SI 11^ C I apham Com mon , September 1 1, 10 10« 

Your Excellency may have heard, from 
port, of the assault upon the citadel 1 have the honour 
command, and which I have defended (considering 
he suddenness of the attack,) with that promptness and 
energy with which nature had supplied me the means. 
iWhen you consider the formidable character of the 
general — the personal knowledge you have of his intre- 
pidity — his great renown — his local knowledge — his 
acquaintance with all the secret passes — his dep6t of 
ammunition, together with a formidable and well- 
appointed medical staff — your Excellency will not 
withhold from him those honours, which, at the risk 
f life, he has endeavoured to maintain, 



The batteries were opened by a furious assatiit upon 
the breast-work, on the evening of the 5th instant, and 
continued, without intermission, until the 9th, when a 
partial calm succeeded. Shortly after, the euemy, with 
a devilish spirit, aided by a supernatural power, intro- 
duced into the citadel the light-winged god (until which 
time it had been considered bum proof); and with an 
extraordinary agility, aided by the thunder of his artil- 
lery, possessed himself of the breach. The enemy, 
touched by the feeling of the besieged, consented to 
allow a truce for twenty-four hours ; declaring, upon his 
honour, his only object to be an amelioration of the 
fortress, according to the principles of the constitution. 
His argument, I confess, somewhat softened the irrita- 
bility of my nature, and I did not hesitate to accede to 
terras, which I thought honourable and just- 

I have thought it right to give your Excellency this 
account of my jjroceedings ; trusting your Excellency 
will consider, that in the discharge of my duty I have no 
object but that of upholding your dignity and mine own 
honour and safety. 

I cannot omit making favourable mention of my 
Aide-de-camp, who, upon all occasions during this 
dreadful conflict, manifested the most unremitted exer- 
tions, and contributed, in a material degree, to soften 
and repel the horrors of the siege. Indeed, the Amazon 
chief, together with the whole corps of Infantry, have 
been constantly upon the alert, and deserve my highest 
and best commendation, 

I h^ye the hoHOur to be. 
Sir, 

Your Excellency's true and faithful Servant, 

B. O. 
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To Miss OAKLEY^ Clap ham Common. 

MV DEAR ADRIANS, Cbekenbam, September t5^ 1810* 

I HAVE been agreeably relieved from a dull 
and heavy morning, by the receipt of your letter. I do 
not mean dull and heavy v^eather, but lowness and 
heaviness of gpirits ; so much so, that understanding 
Dr, Jenner is a resident here, I called to ask his advice, 
which call he returned, and sat with me nearly two 
hours. He went completely into my complaint; and 
understanding me to be a friend of Mr* Thomas, he put 
off the physician, and became an intimate. 

The Doctor has ordered me to drink the chalybeate 
water, which I have this day taken for the first time, and 
to repeat it every day at noon, as well as a repetition 
of the saline. 

You are to consider that my letters, although indi- 
vidually addressed, are meant collectively : I can have 
no partial feeling: you are all equally necessary to my 
happiness and comfort. 

I am glad to find Benjamin left you in good spirits: 
I wish you to write to him, and say how I am. 

Tell your mamma to kiss your little sisters, and not 
to forget Richard. 

Doctor Jenner informs me, that the potatoe is a very 
unwholesome vegetable — '' I pray you avoid it." 

My kind love and affection to all. 

B. O* 



I 
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To Miss MARY OAKLEY, Clapham Common. 
MY DEAR Mary, Cheltenham, October 1, 1810. 

I AM pleased with your interesting letter, 
which was more welcome as it Was unexpected. I find 
that Mr. Rav^nhill is expected home : say to him, I shall 
be glad he will take the trouble to send me all the news, 
as I collect nothing here biit whkt I gfet from the public 
jpapers. 

I hope you give great satilsffictidn to Mr. Worgan. 
Indeed, I think he will be^ pleased with his ptipil, as 
I have ever observed you endeavour to do your' best. 
Be sure you get the trio perfect against my return : you 
will then pfease and delight 

Your loving Father^ 

b; o. 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY, Clapham Common. 
MY DEAR ELIZABETH, Cheltenham, October 1, 1810. 

I* AM 'much obliged to you for your pretty 
letter, and glaci to remove froni you the impression'; made 
in consequence of Doctor Jenner's visit, by saying, his 
aiivice has b^en beneficial to me, and that I am going 
on very well. 1 suppose Benjamin did hot ol^ject to Ws 
uncl^ taking him to Astley.'s : if you shoill{l"fttid thfit he 
is d^pleased, let me know, and I will scold the Captain 
for it. 

I think to set off for Weobly on Wednesday morning, 
and, after passing a few days with your grandpapa and 



i 



mamma, return to this place again. I will not forget to 
carry with me your love to them, 

I hope, my dear Elizabeth, you have been attentive 
to your studies in my absence, and that I shall have 
the satisfaction, on ray return, to find you have deserved 
the good opinion of Miss Weales, Pray tell your 
governess, I kiss her hand, and beg to be warmly 
remembered to her. 

Beheve me to be, dear Elizabeth, Sec, 

a 9: 

To Miss CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, Clapham Common, 
MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Cbdtenharo, October 1, 1B10. 

Taking advantage of Mr, Walter's return 
to Clapham, you will perceive 1 have not been idle 
in answering your long letter, and those I have received 
from your sisters. You were very kind in sending a 
transcript of my letter to Benjamin, who, I am sure, 
must feel obliged for the trouble you took, and will not, 
i dare say, forget your kind attention. 

I read with concern the death of Mr. Blake, but 
do not recollect whether he was the young gentleman 
who dined with us at Clapham. There was also, in 
the same paper^ the death of Mr, Aspinall, of Linnoln s 
InUj whom I knew very w^ll, and for whose loss I fe^l 
much concerned, 

I cannot make use of Richard's kiss, which you sent, 
and tjierefore beg to return it to you, to do with it 
as you think proper, 

I remember the old saying you allude to, which, if 
my recollection serve me right, is, that " too many 
cooks spoil the broth and that when doctors differ, 



who shall agree ? but you may tell Miss Weales, that 
Doctor Jenner and her uncle Doctor Fife do not dis- 
agree, and that I am in a fair way of doing well without 
any squabble between those learned gentlemen. 

Mr. Waymouth has consented to stay a week longer. 
I shall greatly regret the loss of his company, when he 
leaves me : he is an intelligent young man. 

Mind you have the instrument in good tune at my 
return, as I expect to be much gratified in hearing the 
duet you and Mary are practising. 

Your affectionate Father, 



To Me. benjamin OAKLEY, Jun. Charter House, 

MY DEAR BENJAMIN, CbellculiAra, October I, 1810. 

I AM glad to find you went to schoal in 
high spirits : indeed, I should have been surprised had 
it been otherwise, as I have endeavoured to impress 
upon you the value of time, which, at this period of 
your life, is of more consequence to you than all the 
remaining portion of your existence. Do then, my dear 
boy, consider the value of time in the light I do, and 
apply yourself to your studies with a persevering 
industry ; so that you may be fitted for any situation 
in life, and afford to your indulgent father that satis- 
faction, which, from his having placed you where you 
are, he has a right to expect, 

I hope to be at home in about a fortnight, and shall 
take the earliest opportunity of calling upon you. 
1 remmn, my dear Benjamin, 

Your afFeclionate Father, 



To Mb, benjamin OAKLEY, Jvh. Chahter House. 



MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Auction Mart, Fchruary IJ, 1811. 

Not being in town on Saturday, your letter 
did not reach me until the evening ; but even if it had 
been received before, I could not have sent for you, 
on account of the illness of the coachman- 

The weather being bad, I hope you will make your- 
self contented at school, and not think of putting me to 
the inconvenience of sending for you. When we remove 
to town there will not be so much objection, and I may 
frequently call upon you on my way to Tavistock Place, 
and take you with me. Your mamma, sisters, and 
brother, are very well, and desire their kind love to you. 

Wharton will give you half-a-crown, which I told 
you you should have towards the subscription. 

Your loviog Father, 

B. O. 



To Mr. benjamin OAKLEY, Jun, Charter House. 
MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Auction Mnrt. Mftfch SI, 181!. 

I AM very glad to find you arrived safe 
at the Charter House on Monday night, and that you 
found the parcel your mother had sent you. 

It gives me great pleasure, indeed more than any 
thing you could have expressed, to learn that you are 
trying very hard to get into the third form," It is an 
assurance of a steady perseverance on your part to do 
all you can in prosecuting your studies; and I am sure 
you are convinced, that the more earnest you are, the 



56 



sooner will you be enabled to leave school, and afford 
me the pleasure of having you with me a& a companion 
and friend ; for^ be assured, my dear boy, that nothing 
can be more dear to me than the proud pleasure I 
anticipate, that I shall be justifiifd in calling you by wi 
deu a niinie. 

Tour niother and Adnana are gone this m(>miDjf 
to Tavistock Pliice, in order to see whkt stAte ot fof- 
wardness the house is in, and to ascertain wheti Mr. 
Thomas will be able to give possession. When ydtf 
come ^bme at Easter, you must endeavour t6 assiist iik 
paciing up, and make yourself as useful as possible ;^ 
and as you are a handy little carpenter, I think I shall 
have sufficient work for you ; at least, enough to ketp 
yoii from being idle. 

Poor little Richard fiad a terrible thump on the 
head last night, m consequence of falling from a chair; 
but I am glad to tell you he is very well this morning, 
and says, he don't mind it at all." 

If you can contrive to be at Mr. Kidman's on 
Saturday morning, about eleven o'clock, I shall be 
there. As he is going to file my teeth, be ban at the 
same time look at yours ; and, if it be necessary that 
any thing should be done to them, it will be a good 
opportunity. 

Your loving Father, 

B. O, 



To Mb. benjamin OAKLEY, Jun. Charter House. 

IIY D^AR BEIOaMIN, Auction Mart, June SO, 1811. 

Mr. PAsquier delivered your letter i6 mb 
lut ^lig&t ; he 6lsb stopped akid {iftsiseil the evehinjg^ with 



us. I wish you to acquaint Mr. WatkmsoD that 1 
should like you to learn French, and that Mr. Pasquier 
should take you under his care immediately : if you 
attend pretty closely to the verbs until your vacation, 
you will find much amusement when you return home; 
and J^ou^ sisters, I am sure, will be eager to explain 
to you any thing relating to the language, as far as 
their ability extends. In your future prospects through 
life, a knowledge of the French language will be very 
essential to you ; not only in commercial aflFairs, but 

your intercourse with polite families, where it is 
almost universally spoken. 

I understand your little companion has had a good 
thrashing: 1 dare say he deserved it. Remember what I 
have said to you, Benjamin — Never disguise the truth. 
You, no doubt, knew the cause why your companion 
could not go to school, and you did not acquaint me 
with it. This is not a candid return for my affec- 
tion to you, I wish you always to keep in view, that 
I am your best companion and friend ; and that I can 
indulge with you in your little boyish pastimes, although 
I Urn yoilr father. With me you can come to no harm ; 
and el^en should you be so unfortunate as to have a 
black eye, you would not be disgraced by its being 
known all over the neighbourhood. 

Your mother, sietersj and Richard, are well, as also 

Your aiTectioiiatG Father, 

0. 



To Mr. benjamin OAKLEY, Jul*. Chabter House, 



MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Auction Mart, June ff, 1011, 

In your letter, which I have received this 
morning, you say you do not think that you shall be 
able to learn French at the Charter House so well 
as in the holidays at home, having now other lessons 
to attend to- This, as an opinion, is very well; you 
may not be able to make such progress as you might 
do, if you had not any thing dse to attend to : but 
there are boys at school who can attend, and do attend 
to French as well as to the classics; and why j/ou 
should not be able to do as well as tkeif, seems a 
little extraordinary, and rather conveys to my mind, 
that you have a greater relish for play than for your 
studies ; which concerns lue much, as I did hope, and 
all your friends likewise, that you were more eager 
to acquire a distinguished name in the school, than 
be exposed to the observations of those who know 
you, by making the painful remark, that you are an 
idle boy, I must repeat what I told you before, that 
you will have the opportunity of learning, before the 
next vacation, as much of the verbs as will enable you, 
when you shall be in company with your sisters, to 
understand something of the construction of the Ian* 
guage. Let it be your aim to cultivate an acquaintance 
with clever, intelUgent, and industrious boys : you will 
then begin to despise those who are idle, and feel a 
consequence every day, as you leave childhood behind 
and advance towards manhood. If you wish to be 



distinguished in life, and make your mother and sisters 
happy, attend to the counsel of 

Your indulgent and loving Father, 



To Mr. benjamin OAKLEY, 3vn. Chaeter House. 

MY DEAR BENJAMIM, Tavbtock PUce, Noveraber 30, 18U. 

I HAVE desired John to give you half-a- 
crown* You did not say how you sprained your thumb ; 
but I can very easily account fur its having been done by 
wanton play, 

I wrote you word about your uncle Butcher s capture ; 
but you have taken no notice of it, which you should 
have done. When I write to you, you must be attentive 
to me ; and as it was at your own request that I should 
write often, you must not forget that I expect from you 
a great deal of vigilance and care in the manner of 
expressing your thoughts, 

I have sold the large house to Mr. Perry, who 
is very busy in making alterations, and will be in it 
very soon. 

Your holidays are near at hand: I hope you will 
make the best use of your time until they take 
place. 

Your mother and sisters, except Adriana, are pretty 
well ; as also 

Yotir loving Father, 



To Miss VVEALES, WiLtiAM Sheppabd, Esq. Frome, 
MY DEAR MISS WEALES, Tavbtoct Place, March i, XBit. 

You are perhaps unacquainted with the great 
and distinguished rank to which I have lately been 
raised: it is no less than a dukedoni! Suspend your 
astonishment for a while, until I relate to you the 
way by which I have risen to so elevated a sphere; 
and be assured, that neither rank nor power shall ever 
make me forget those principles of humble friendship, 
which I trust you have always given me credit for, 
and which I prize even beyond royalty itself. Know 
then, I derive this honour — not from the patronage of 
princes — not from the patronage of ministers — not from 
the flattery of court favourites; but from the warm 
emanations of the cordial esteem of true and tried friend- 
ship — from an honest phalanx of worth and integrity, 
tendered in such a way^ that (with all my disinclination 
to greatness) I could not possibly resist. 

I can anticipate the workings of your mind from this 
communicatio!], and think I hear you say, * How can this 
be possible ? I must have heard of it in conversation ! 
I must have seen some mention of it in the public 
prints!' *' All difficulties are but easy when they are 
known;" and now they shall be solved. The dukedom 
is no less than the sovereignty of Austria ; and if you 
will look into Shakespeare's calendar you will find, that 
what my friends have given me for my deservings, is 
only Meamre for Measta t. You will also find there 
enrolled the ministers of my government, who, the 
moment I took charge of, I endeavoured to make as 
pure as possible, by dismissing from the state a herd 



of coarse, indecent dependants, who, although they exist 
in every community, ought not to be exposed too openly. 

Well, now, as you have been kept a long while in the 
crowd, it is but fair to open the door of the theatre, and 
let you in. Fancy yourself in a room fifty feet long and 
twenty feet wide, converted into this form out of a range 
of offices standing ou the east side of the carriage drive 
to my house — the scenery arranged under my direction, 
but executed by an artist of great celebrity. As your 
curiosity will naturally lead you to look at the play, you 
will find in it more of exceptionable matter than is to be 
found in any one of Shakespeare's dramatic pieces. I 
have, with great pains, struck out of it all the offensive 
passages, and reduced it to four acts, and have not retained 
any thing that can offend the chastest ear. The charac- 
ters preserved are, the Duke of Austria, Lord Angelo, 
Lord Escalus, Claudio, Lucio, Friar Peter, the Provost, 
Isabella, and Mariana. The first representation was 
last Friday evening, before a select audience of friends; 
and were I to judge by the acclamations throughout 
the play, my dramatic corps had sufficient reason to 
be satisfied for their exertions, by a full remuneration 
of applause. The part of Isabella was performed in 
a style of excellence, perhaps never excelled at a public 
theatre: the amiable and exemplary Miss Booth, of 
Co vent Garden, personated this character, and that of 
Mariana was sustained by her sister* The gentlemen 
actors were friends of mine, with whom you are 
unacquainted. Miss Booth spoke an epilogue, written 
by me, which one of the girls sliall copy for your 
critical perusal: all I shall say of it is, that applause 
followed every line, without its being known by 
whom it was written. I am requested to make two 



repetitions of the play, the last of which will be in 
the passion week ; and should you be in town at that 
tirae, you shall not only have a ticket, but a bed also 
under iny roof; and which I hope and wish you to 
occupy as long as you can make it convenient to 
yburselft 

Mrs, Oakley, and the children in particular, will 
be glad to see their favourite governess, whenever her 
best discretion marks the time* 

I beg my best compliments to the respectable family 
under whose roof you are ; and also to assure my dear 
Miss Weales, that 

1 am sincerely and truly^ 



To JOHN PHILIP KEMBLE, Esq, Great Russel Stueet. 

Mr. Oakley feels himself so much flattered 
by Mr* Kemble s expression of regret, in not being able 
to accept his invitation for Saturday next, that he is 
induced to request Mr. Kemble will name a day, either 
in this, or the following week, most suited to his con- 
venience* 

Mr. Oakley named the ICth^ at the suggestion of 
Mr- Perry, in consequence of its being a close night 
at the theatres, thereby ensuring the attendance of Miss 
S. Booth, without whose professional assistance Mr. 
Oakley would not presume to solicit the honour of 
Mr. Kemble s presence, 

Ttivi*i(jck place, May 3, 181«. 
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To Mh. HICHAUD OAKLEY, Weobly, 

MY DEAR FATHER, Tavistock Pldce, October 16, 18 

I AM greatly concerned at the account you 
give me of my poor mothers illness, and can offer 
you but little consolation: indeed, to flatter you with 
hopes of its subsiding, would be unfriendly. It appears 
to be a decay of nature, which should call up our 
best fortitude to meet. I can well judge of your feelings 
in the anticipation of a separation. The identity of 
soul and affection in such hearts, when likely to be 
torn asunder, must be acute in the extreme; yet it 
cannot destroy that self-satisfaction and comfort, which 
must arise from the reflection that such identity did 
exist. 

My situation requires so much attention, that I fear 
I cannot leave it, I have sent your letter to George, 
and asked him to dine with me, for the purpose 
of considering what can be done. You may easily 
suppose we are anxious to see our mother; but perhaps 
' she would scarcely know us : and to see her in such 
a state would be to encounter painful sensations for 
no practical good, I hope you will write every post, 
to let rac know how she is ; and should she expressly 
desire to see me, I would set off at the risk of every 
personal and pecuniary inconvenience. 

You must keep up your spirits upon this trying 
occasion; the event you must expect; it is what I 
expect, and it is common to all. Kindly commend 
me to the dear sufferer, and say how affectionately 
and dutifully I feel towards hen When the destroyer 
of mankind is dealing out destructida among his fellow 



creatures, how striking is the contrast, and how enviable 
is the situation of her^ who passes quietly from such 
scenes of horror to those blissful mansions, where strife 
is neither seen nor heard ! — followed, as she mmt be, 
by the sympathetic feelings and regard of those whose 
proud boast is, that they have known so excellent a 
woman. In the hope that goodness like hers will be 
rewarded, and with prayers for her and yourself. 

Believe ine to be, my dear Father^ 

Ever afFeetionately yours, 



To Masteb benjamin OAKLEY, Cmahtee Houbb, 

Tavistock Plnee, OcCaber 17» 1813. 

Tn E brightest feature in a gjenerous and 
gentlemanly mind, is the acknowledgment of error. The 
contrition you have expressed for your late conduct 
to your mamma and myself, and its being your first 
breach of duty and gopd manners, you are pardoned, 
Benjamin, Here let me e.\hort you against a repetition 
of such error. I can be aiFectionate ; but also reijiember, 
that on my chaiacter is affixed the steady resolution 
of strict and determined justice. I am bound by many 
and repeated oaths to pay submission to the law^s and 
to the king ; and, as a father of a large family, I a^n 
bound, by my obligation to the Supreme Being, to 
dispense to all under my protection equal justice; that 
is, to reward the good and punish the undeserving. 
In society there can be no order without a head; in 
a family there can be no happiness without implicit 
obedience; nor can there be, in any slate,^,r^ularity 



and comfort, without subordination to the will of its 
ruler. In the cours^e of human events, it is possible I 
may be in my grave before you become a father; and 
you a fatherless boy, left upon the world, without 
the advice of him whose tender solicitude, upon all 
occasions, has been manifested towards you, and perhaps 
been strengthened by the possibility of such an event 
taking place, of your proving a father to your amiable 
sisters and little brother, as well as a consolation to 
your mamma, should such a calamity visit her. 

Your fortune must be in your mind; and considering 
the great advantages of your education, much is ex- 
pected from you, for I have spared no pains nor expense 
to furnish you with intellectual endowments, to arm 
you against the struggles in this life, as well as to 
inspire you with gratitude to your Maker. The heart- 
rending pangs which you have felt since you left home, 
would have been infinitely greater but for the kindness 
of Mrs, Walkinson : she is a mother, and felt as a mother 
would, in witnessing the smothered agony of my heart 
in parting from you : to her I think I feel indebted for 
the contrition you have expressed. I will also suppose 
that your own heart beat in unison with her advice, I 
freely forgive you ; your mother forgives you ; and your 
Bisters are happy. 

Your affectioaate Father and Friend, 

B. O. 

To Me. RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly. 

MY DEAR FATHEa, Royal Eicbonge, October 10, tBl2. 

Although your letter does not give any 
flattering hope of my poor mother's recovery, stUl it 
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is consoMng, inasmuch as by it I learn she is free from 
pain, and prepared, with resignation, for the envied 
transition from this to a better state. 1 am also consoled 
to find, that you arm yourself for the awful event : In 
doing so you manifest a true religious feeling, and such 
as will be acceptable where the thought and heart are 
known. 

I am glad my dear mother has relieved me from 
being witness to an affecting scene, and where I 
could not possibly add to her relief : indeed, I cannot 
but think it would be injurious. Discretion is duty, and 
the mere blaze of affection an ill-timed varnish, only to 
be admired while the gloss remains : the root of affec- 
tion, when it encircles the heart, is more durable. You 
must believe mo " to have that within which passeth 
sliow*" 

George and myself have canvassed the propriety 
of going down, and have anticipated your exoneration 
from BO painful a task. Your letter I have sent to 
him ; and his feelings, in the perusal of it, will be in 
unison with mine. I shall leave it to you to say every 
thing that is tender and kind to my dear parent » to 
assure her of my attachment and love. 

- I cannot, without sensations of delight, pass over 
your mention of this day (October 22) : where can be 
found a parallel to it ? Sixty-three years out of eighty- 
eight, and each revolving year adding fresh ties of 
regard and esteem to the unsullied happiness of the 
best of fathers and mothers. But now, I confess, I 
turn from delight to pain, when I see approximating 
that hour that is to dissolve the immeasurable concord 
of hearts so united : but it is the divine will ; and in 
that thought I again begin to feel delight. It is but 



n short separation to the commeacement of an immortal 
union, where unfading bliss will reign for ever. 

Let me hear from you as often as possible^ and 

Believe me to be, dear Father, 

Ever and always yours, 



Captain BUTCHER, PbisoneA of WAlt, Vehdon, 
Feance. 

PEAR JACK, Tavistock Place, February 28, 

I HAVE repeatedly written to you, and 
tried every channel by which I fancied there was a 
chance of getting my letters conveyed to you* I have 
also been very active in procuring a form for your 
exchange, and which has been sent to Paris, by tha 
Transport Board, some time since. My hopes of success 
are a little revived by a report, that a negociation is 
now going on between the two governments for a 
general exchange of prisonerst God grant that my 
wishes may be realized ! 

In my last I mentioned to you the death of my 
uncle^ Mr, Toldervy, who has generously willed all his 
property to my family at the death of my aunt^ who 
is very decrepit, and who, in all probability, cannot 
live many months* I have now to acquaint you, that 
your aunt, Mrs. Adams, is dead : the old lady had 
a very short illness, and died most happily. 

1 have little domestic news to tell you. 1 seldom go 
out : indeed, my highest gratifications and amusement 
are at home. At this moment I am busily employed in 
getting up Othello for my private theatre, 1 am to perform 



the Moor to Miss Booth^s Desdemona. The characfera 
are all cast, and are expected to appear on the 1 2th 
of March. My previous letter to this, should it have 
reached you, will give you some account of the success 
of Measure for Measure^ played five times last year. 
Miss Booth was the Isahella to my Duke. I took con- 
siderable pains in adapting these plays for private 
representation ; and being stripped of the gross and 
exceptionable parts, they went off with the most 
flattering eclat, 

Benjamin makes great progress in the classics; I 
hope in two years from this time he will be able to 
unite his destinies with mine. He is my best friend 
and companion, and his only wish and inclination is 
constantly to be at my side. 

Your sister, the children, and myself, pray for your 
liberation. 



To Mr. GEORGE OAKLEY, Cheltenham. 
DEAR GEORGE, Royal Eicbange, Aagutt SS, 1813* 

Han ?^ AH, myself, and three of our children, 
passed an agreeable evening with Rebecca and your 
charming daughters, last night, in Bond Street. 

Your second interview with the good old lady at 
Weobly, 1 can easily conceive to have been pathetically 
interesting. It certainly must be a sublime and awfbi 
sight to witness the approach to immortality. But con- 
templating, as you have properly done, that it is only 
an exchange for endless happiness and glory, it is an 
event " devoutly to be wished/* You have rightly said. 



that our mother is charitable and devout, an excellent 
Christian ; and permit: me to add — 

** She is — but words are wanting to express what — 
Think what a wife should be, and she i« tkatJ^ 

I would advise you, now you are at Cheltenham^ 
to stay at least a fortnight, and submit yourself to 
the order of the day at that delightful place ; and should 
you so determine, it is not unlikely but you may see 
me there before the expiration of that time. 

Ever yom, 

B. 0- 



To Mb. H. DUNNICLIFFE, Defot, Woolwich. 

DEAR HENRY, Rojal EvcLange^ September 3, ISIS. 

I SEND you a draft for the sum you askt 
you must understand, that this is the last I shall remit 
you. As a guardian to you, at the express desire of 
your poor mother, I do not feel myself justified to 
contribute to expenses your folly may have occasioned. 
When you are of age, and you bring me a certificate 
of it from the parish register where you were christened, 
i will take your receipt, and pay the balance I have, 
either to yourself or to any person you may appoint. 
Perhaps your uncle George may be disposed to take 
the trouble and management of it on your account: 
if you can prevail on him to do it, you will be much 
favoured. 

I remaiti^ 

Your best wisher^ but no longer your adviser. 



To Mh, RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly. 



MY DEAE FATHER, Tuvistoek Place, September 11, ItflS, 

I HAVE just heard the melancholy news of 
my dear mother s death, and can easily conceive what 
mnst ba your sensations by v^rbat I feel myself. Her 
virtues are nov*r to be remunerated by substantial and 
unfading happiness. Let us be satisfied in that hope, 
and rather thank the Almighty, than repine at what 
has happened. Endeavour, my dear father, to arm 
yourself against the effect of a too poignant grief : let 
not your spirits be borne down by this sad event, 
which you must have long since anticipated ; but bear 
it with a calm, religious, and philosophic mind, 

I am so unfortunately occupied at this moment with 
business, (made more important in consequence of the 
active operation of the war), that I am riveted to my 
office, and cannot stir, I trust that some of my brothers 
will be able to attend, and assist you in the last duties 
of attachment to the much loved remains of that bright 
pattern of female excellence. 

God bless you, my dear Father; and may the 
Almighty Ruler of hearts inspire you with reverential 
awe, and fit you to imitate her example. 

Your loving and affectionate Son, 

B, O. 



To THE Rev, J, E, TROUGHTON, WEOBtv. 
MY DEAR SIR, T^viatock Plai!*, September 1«, laiS. 

The news of the dissolution of my dear 
mother reached me on Saturday morning. It was 



a looked-for event; and, coiisidering the natural and 
gradual decay which usually accompanies an advanced 
time of life, perhaps it is more to be desired that this 
period has arrived, which gives to her a passport from 
sublunary to substantial happiness. Her life has been 
one of an unchequered round of domestic comfort, 
except that, in one or two instances, there may have 
been a few bitters intermingled; yet, upon the whole, 
far more of solid satisfaction than often falls to the lot 
of mortals. She is now immortal ; and may the bright 
example she has set, be imitated by those who knew, 
and can best appreciate her worth. It is matter of 
regret — of very sincere regret, that I have it not in 
my power to pay the last duty to the best of parents ; 
but the imperious call of business (arising from the awful 
situation of the contending powers upon the continent,) 
renders it quite impossible for me, at this juncture, to 
leave my post, otherwise I should not be unmindful 
of the obligation I owe to departed excellence. 

When last I had the pleasure of seeing you, I 
expressed a wish, in the event of losing my parents, 
that their remains should be deposited within the walls 
of your parish mausoleum ; and, if it could be effected, 
it was my wish it should be in the chancel. If you 
have the power to order it, or the influence to have 
it done, I should be much gratified, and glad to offer 
you my thanks for the indulgence, A pious and rare 
example of virtue and charity demands the best reward 
of the affectionate and tender, with whom a long life, 
well spent, and devoted to benevolent acts, can lay 
claim. 

All that was amimLvle, good, and kind. 
Was sealed in her Tiriuous mind; 
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Her heart was fpen'rous, warm, and free^ 
Enrich'd with true philanthropy: 
Religion was her star and guide, 
(Jnmix'd with enyy, scorn, or pride: 
Na ostentation marked her mien, 
Her mind was hnmble, mild, serene : 
, No ruffled passions broke her rest, 

No jarring tumult rent her breast; 
But all was quiet, mild, and free, 
To fit her for — Eternity. 

You will, I am sure, pardon the effusion of my 
pen,, in endeavouring to draw her portrait; but as she 
claims the truth, (and I have not aimed at more), I 
eannot withhold it. 

I beg my respectful remembrances to Mrs. Troughtoa 
and your daughter, and solicit the honour of beii^ 
considered 

Your faithful Friend and Servant, 

BENJ. OAKLEY. 

P. S. I have written to my father ; but have abstained from 
any thing touching the substance of this letter; and any thing 
f^hich I may have asked, cannot but be acceptable to him as 
well as to my brothers. 

Should you be able to accomplish what I have requested, 
and you will take the trouble to communicate it to my brother 
Francis, or, if you think fit, to my father, I am sure it wiU 
be considered by them as a flattering mark of your esteem 
and friendship. 



To Captain BUTCHER, Vkrdun. 
DEAR JACK, Tavistock Place, September 14, 1813. 

Your sister, the children, and myself, are 
uneasy on account of your long silence; but perhaps 
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it may more justly be considered to have arisen from 
the uncertainty of your letters arriving, owing to the 
unfortunate situation of both countries. 

For some time past I have had indiiFerent health, 
and have lately been into Derbyshire for the recovery 
of it : but I am now better. My indisposition has 
occasioned my taking Benjamin from the Charter House, 
who is now an assistant to me at my, office. Mr. and 
Mrs- Thomas lately dined with us. 

I some time since informed you of the death of 
my uncle : my aunt did not long survive him. My 
good old mother has also paid the debt of nature, having 
almost completed her ninetieth year : my father, as 
you may suppose, is inconsolable for the loss he has 
sustained. Sixty-five years did this amiable pair enjoy 
the society of each other; and I may safely aver, with 
uninterrupted happiness, except what may have arisen 
from the anxiety inseparable from a large family, and 
the eager solicitude to promote their welfare. 

From the description I have heard of Verdun, I 
can fancy you pass your time comfortably enough; 
and, except that you are separated from your friends, 
I should imagine you cannot be at a loss for amuse* 
ments. 

I forwarded to you, some time since, a letter from 
Colonel Jackson, which I hope has reached you. My 
domestic circle is as you left it. 

Most siQcerely yours, 

B, O. 
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To Mk. RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly. 
MY DEAR FATHER, Tavistock Place, September 97, 1813. 

Now that the melancholy rite has beeu 
performed, and you have paid the last tribute of attach- 
ment to the late excellent partner of your happiness, 
I hope that your mind has returned to a state of 
tranquillity, and softened into that calmness of resig- 
nation which it befits a good man to be in. The virtues 
of my dear mother are engraven in the hearts of all 
who knew her; and her Christian charity fits hec fi>r 
that place, where we who survive her may, by imi- 
tating her example,, hope to be admitted partners of 
the lasting happiness, which, no doubt, she is in 
possession oL 

As to your future plans, I cannot advise you what 
to do, and can only say, that when you feel inclined 
to come to London, Mrs. Oakley and the girls will do 
all in their power to make you comfortable ; and perhqjis 
the sooner you come to this determination the better. 
I shall never forget what I owe to you: and my best 
consolation is, that as the amiable saint never had occa- 
sion to reproach me for breaking the fifth command- 
ment ; so likewise, if it can soothe you in the rugged 
path of life, I give you my assurance and pledge, that I 
will honour you all the days of mine. 

Ever affectionately and truly yours, 

B. O. 
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To Captain BRICE. 
SIR, TavUlock Plgce, October 31, 1813* 

A PARAGRAPH in the Morning Post of yes- 
terday mentions the arrival of Captain Brice, late a 
prisoner at Verdun, on Tuesday kst^ at his father's 
house, in Great Cranford, Dorset/* A few days since, 
a letter was transmitted to me, through the twopenny 
post, from Captain Butcher, a brother-in-law of mine, 
in which he mentions his having availed himself of the 
opportunity of sending it by an officer, who has got his 
passport in consequence of having been badly wounded 
in Spain. It strikes me that I am addressing the gen- 
tlemau who kindly undertook the charge of forwarding 
it to me ; and should I be right in this conjecture, I 
trust he will not think me troublesome in requesting 
him, at his leisure and convenience, to inform me of 
the nature of Captain Butcher's confinement. I have 
not heard from him (until the receipt of the before- 
mentioned letter) for many months ; and when I have, 
he has communicated so little of his situation, (arising, 
I suppose, from the strictness of the French police), 
that I am left in considerable doubt as to his comfort 
and general state of health. His sister is much dis- 
tressed in consequence; and any information you may 
afford will be most grateful to us. I beg to offer my 
best respects to you, and shall feel very proud if, when 
you come to town, you will do me the honour to call 
upon me. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant^ 

B. O. 
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To Mr. H. DUNNICLIFFE, Royal Artillery Barracks, 

Woolwich. 

* DEAR HENRY, Royal Exdmnge, December U, 1813. 

A FEW days since I wrote out your account, 
and sent it to Mr^ Richard Oakley, in order that he 
should prepare a proper discharge from you to me, ami 
that I should pay you the balance of savings my care 
has produced for you. 

It is not long since I sent you £20, which, with 
your usual correctness, you never acknowledged to have 
received. I was, when you made the request, given 
to understand, that it was to discharge your debta: 
you now write for ^80 1 1 When Mr. Oakley has pre- 
pared the discharge, you must come to town, in order 
that every thing between us may be finally settled : until 
this is done, I make no farther advances. 

I observe you give me a hint, that I ought to address 
you as Lieutenant Dunnicliffe : perhaps I have hurt your 
pride in not doing it ; but you must allow me to be the 
better judge of what I deem, and know, to be the proper 
mode of speaking, or writing, to a subaltern. However, 
I will cease to offend you any more. 

When I pay you your money, it will be right for you 
to consider with whom you intend to lodge it. I have 
no further observations or instructions to offer; but very 
sincerely wish you well. 

B. O. , 
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To RICHAREi MILES, Esq. Southampton. 

MY DEAR SIR, llojal Exdmnge, Deceml>er 14^ 1013. 

As the prices of the funds are regulated by 
political events, and certainly hinge materially upon the 
continuance of the war, or a close approximation to 
peace; and as both these events are beyond ray com* 
prehension or force of discernment to knov^, 1 cannot 
hazard an opinion for your governance. Should the 
war be continued, even in the prosecution of another 
campaign, I am inclined to think there would be a 
depression in the funds, arising from the circumstance of 
the great pecuniary resources which this country would 
have to furnish, not only tor itselt^ but for those who are 
assisting us in the glorious struggle to crush the power of 
France. But, my good sir, as you say you have no wish 
to leave the world, notwithstanding it is a bad one, and 
you are sensible you must some time or other leave it ; 
let me recommend you to have your mind as free from 
anxiety as possible, in order that you may the better 
enjoy those comforts which fortune and your own assi- 
duity have put into your power, than to hazard the relish 
of those comforts by any chance which may endanger 
them. 

1 am sorry to find you have been so unwell : you 
are at a delightful place, and, with Mr§, Miles's watchful 
attention to you, I hope there will be no recurrence of 
your late attack. I beg my best remembrances to your 
fire-side. 

And remain^ my dear Sir, 

Youn very truly. 
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To Captain BUTCHER, VbrduK. 

DEAR JACK, Tavistock Place^ Janaary 1814. 

Your letter, brought by Captain Brice, 
Cached me through the twopenny post. I did not 
know who the bearer of it was^ until, by conjectun^ 
seeing his arrival mentioned in the public papers, I 
S^^Tote to ascertain the fact, and received from him a 
Very satisfactory account of your health, and ilao of 
the indulgences afforded you by the commandant of 
Verdun, whom Captain Brice, as well as Mr. Gnm^ 
spoke of in terms of high respect. The latter gentleman 
dined with me, and gave a very satisfying report, hoA 
of your health and comforts. 

We have very severe cold weather, with the most 
dense fog I ever remember. Your sister and th6 
children have bad colds, and 1 have the rheumatism : 
these are little afflictions of course, which, when the 
severity of the weather subsides, will follow in their 
turn. 

I have an agreeable party at my house, on alternate 
Sundays, composed of literary men and artists, among 
whom are to be found some of great intelligence and 
talent. This is a most delightful way of passing an 
evening ; it has no ceremony about it : they begin to 
assemble about eight, take sandwiches about ten, and 
generally disperse at eleven. 

I have it in contemplation to get up Cato for the 
next season, with Othello, and Measure for Measure. I 
am so strongly urged for a repetition of my theatricals, 
that I do it more for the amusement of my friends than 
from «iy eager desire of my own. I confess a partiality 



r it, and do agnize a prompt alacrity" for mental 
delights in preference to the noisy, unmeaning, and 
insignificant comforts of a drawing-room, or the hateful 
attractions of the card-table. 

You must know I have lately become a Free Mason ; 
and having good interest and the benefit of good instruc- 
tion, have arrived at distinction, and had lately the 
honour to appear in procession (taking place of many 
older Masons) with His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, upon a late grand occasion and ceremony — 
" the Union of the Ancient and Modern Masons/' over 
whom His Royal Highness presides as Grand Master. 

Your friends inquire after you with a lively interest 
and friendship : but, be assured, none can feel that 
interest and friendship more than 

Your Friend and Brother, 



To SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Esq. M. 
Arrn one of the committee of deluiy lane theatre. 

$lRj Tavistock Place, Jivnuar^ IS, 1814. 

Your political conduct is too well knovra 
jo receive any lustre from my simple approval of it : 
it is engraven in the hearts of your countrymen, who, 
like yourself, are attached to British freedom, and who 
are admirers of manly eloquence. 

Stepping out of the path of your political career, 
and turning your attention to a no less national pursuit, 
you have, with a magic hand, restored the fallen fortunes 
of old Drury* It is to you this enlightened metropolis 
owes the re-erection of, perhaps^ the most splendid 



theatre this, or any other country can boast. It also 
owes much to you, for the arduous attention you have 
given to its interests : but, if I may presume to remark, 
not to its best interests. It was, no doubt, consideredj 
by yourself and the committee, when you framed the 
regulations of the theatre, prudent not to have a too 
great inBux of renters : but a reference to your books 
will show that few, very few, have availed themselves 
of the right of admission. But even supposing that 
every proprietor of five shares were to exercise that 
right, permit me to ask, how the interest of the 
theatre is likely to be injured ? Is it not a stimulus 
to persons possessing aJmissions to solicit the company 
of a friend, and also likely that thus their friend may 
ask another, thereby forming a party who otherwise 
may not have thought of it; and would not this be 
a benefit to the proprietary ? I maintain it would 
Instead, therefore, of shackling the concern by the 
exclusion of renters, open it the more — rescind that 
objectionable clause which confines the admission for 
life, and encourage new adventurers : let there be a free 
transfer of shares, with the admission going with them : 
do away the vexatious enjoinment of making renters 
sign their names ; rest, as usual, upon the liberal accept- 
ance of a renter's word, and you will soon find a bountiful 
remuneration for the boon* 

I have one observation to make, (and I am sure 
the majority of subscribers coincide with me jq opinion), 
that, when the subscription was opened, no person set 
down his name but under the conviction that the admis- 
sion was to be transferred for the season. We all know 
that investments of property in theatrical concerns 
requires a stimulus like this; and I am satisfied^ that 
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if you and the commiltee take into consideration the 
observations I have made, you will be of opinion that 
the concern would be considerably benefited by rescind- 
ing the clause alluded to* 

I have presumed to address this to you, in the 
expectation that, during your relaxation from the national 
theatre, you will act your part in the metropolitan one, 
with honour to yonrself and advantage to its proprietors, 

B. 0. 



To Mb- KEAN, Cecil Street, Stbakd. 
SJBp T^mtocfc Pbee, Jmmfj 36, 1814. 

I CANNOT, for a moment, delay expressing 
to you my warm approbation of your inimitable personi- 
fication of Shylock. 

As a lover of the drama and an admirer of talent, 
I must freely own that your performance of this night has 
filled me with admiration and delight, I most heartily 
congratulate you, sir ; I congratulate the public ; and I 
thank the manager of Drury Lane Theatre, for affording 
the town the gratification it is likely to receive from 
your admirable discrimination of Shakespeare's Jew, 

I shall hope for an opportunity of personally assuring 
you, that 

I Bmp really and truly, with high regard. 
Most respectfully yours, 

B. O * 

* The above was written^ sent to^ and received by Mr. Keanj in beti, at hi$ 
lodgings^ within two liours after his pefformance of Sbjtoct ; in wliicJi chamcter 
he appeared, for the firet tinie, upon the boards of Drury Lane Th^fatre, 

Q 



Ok seeing Mr. KEAN perfobm Shvlock, 

Mr. Kean is, in stature, rather under the middle 
height. His face full of expression — 

An eye like Mars^ to tbreaten or command;'* — 

with a voice that spe^s with most miraculous organ." 
His delineation of the sanguinary and merciless Jew 
is the most finished portrait I have seen ; and the plaudits 
of the audience bore ample testimony to the great and 
brilliant talent he possesses. 

In the scene where he appears after the elopement 
of his daughter* his starts and bursts of passion were 
finely marked ; but his voice, owing perhaps to his 
previous exertions, seemed rather feeble : however, he 
recovered it again in the senate scene> where it flowed 
in manly and pointed expression. His under play 
during this scencp and particularly where he feasts in 
the anticipation of his dread purpose^ as also his con* 
temptuous bate of Gratiano on his exit, were brilliant 
in the extreme. 

I consider Mr, Kean an actor. We have many 
players ; but I do not remember ever to have seen 
an actor before. He has all the requisites necessary 
to form one: he does not spout, as I have seen men 
do — ^"and heard others praise;'' — but he gives the 
language of the poet as it were his own; not as it 
were by rate, but from the hearL 

Richard. — Mr. Kean's Richard has established in 
the public mind not only the character of Richard, as it 
ought to be portrayed^ but that of his own, as the most 



exalted and finished character of a fine tragedian. On 
his first representation of this arduous part, I had the 
honour of having in ray box (by appointment) the com- 
pany of Mr. Perry* Mr. Du Bois, and Mr. Thomas Hill; 
three gentlemen whose judgment and acuteness of 
remark would " outweigh a whole theatre of barren 
spectators." The emphatic eulogium I had expressed 
of Mr. Keans finely drawn character of Shylock, 
induced my friends to accept my invitation to accom- 
pany me this evening, when I had the proud satisfaction 
of their joint concurrence of opinion with me — that 
Mr* Kean merited the high encomium I had passed 
upon him, namely, " that I had never seen an actor 
before.*' The conception of an actor is, that he shall 
assume the character once for all, and be it throughout : 
this, in my opinion, Mr. Kean has accomplished ; and 
therefore I say, " take him for ail in all," it will be long, 
very long, before we " look upon his Hke again," if we 
are to wait as long as we have waited. 

Sir Giles Overreach. — My adopted favourite 
has, in the estimation of the public, risen to the height 
of dramatic excellence. His very soul is a compound 
of %Hllany — his face an index to his feeling; and, in his 
deportment, you trace the consummate villain* For 
seeming to be what he is not, and identifying himself 
in character, Kean stands alone: he is an ApoUo; for 
he enacts more wonders than a man." 
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To JOHN TAYLOR, Esq. Editob of the Sun, 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, February S6, 1614. 

I HAVE been making arrangements for a 
theatrical campaign, and expect my corps will take the 
field early in the next month. 

If you will become my aily upon this occasion, and 
supply me with some of your artiilenf to let off at 
the audience, I shall feel confident of success ; and as 
you have such a magazine of wit, you can* with the 
greatest ease, comply with my request. 

I shall first make an assault upon Vienna, in the 
disguise of a monk. The ground has been measured 
before, after which 1 think to sio7^m the island of Ct/pru^t 
which will occupy my forces, 1 expect, about four 
nights. The periods of attack will be on the 4th, 11th, 
18th, and 25th of March, 

Yours ever, 

B. O. 



To EDMUND KEAN, Esq, Cecil Street. 

SIB, Tavlstocl Place, M«rch <5, 1814. 

The severity of my disappointment, in not 
Beeing you on Friday last, was considerably softened 
in the knowledge of your being at the hospitable table 
of a gentleman, to whom I feel indebted for the honour 
of being known to you. That talent, which awakens 
my admiration, I am proud to see patronized by talent ; 
and which, I here take leave to hope, may meet its due 
reward, 

I shall repeat my theatrical trifle again on Friday, 
and shall be most happy to see you; I also flatter myself 



I may be indulged with the company of Mr. Arnold and 
Mr. Raymond on that evening. 

My subsequent performances will be on the 18th 
and 25th, when I shall attempt the character of Othello ; 
and as I am inclined to think you will 

Nothing esttenuate, nor aught set down in malice/' 

were you to witness my presumption, I shall be glad to 
see you, on either or both of those nights. 

Believe me, Sir, most cordially yours. 



To Mb, EICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly, 

MY DEAR FATHER, Tavbtoclt Piacc, May 7, 1814, 

Since I last wrote to you, a glorious change 
has taken place upon the continent: we have now got 
out of the scrape tolerably well ; and if ministers are 
wise, they will, with experience and the late example, 
confine their views to home, and not again meddle with 
foreign concerns. Let Frenchmen cut each others 
throats in their own way: in my opinion they will be 
trying the experiment in a short time. Poor Louis 
was better off at Hartwell than he will be in his splendid 
palace: but time will show. I wish it otherwise; but 
cannot suppress my fears, 

I am every day expecting Captain Butcher, who, 
when I last heard from him, was at Paris. Having 
escaped the tyrant *s fangs, he is revelling in the anti- 
cipation of soon seeing his friends in England, 

1 hope you continue tolerably well, and that you 
have not abandoned the idea of coming to town. The 



86 



girls are to have a dance on the 26th, in compliment 
to Captain Butcher ; and if you feel disposed to Jam 
in it, they will select for you a lively young partner ; or 
should you prefer a sage and steady partner at whist, 
you may make your election. One hundred and twenty 
answers have been returned to the invitations sent out, 
so that you may make your selection as well as election, 
among the belles who intend to grace the ball. 

I have been so immersed in business for twelve 
months past, that I have not had the relaxation of 
a single day. 

Always yours, 

B. O. 



To Captain BUTCHER, chkz Mon*- Mon»- Perrigaux 
ET Co. Paris. 
DEAR JACK, Tavistock Place, May 10, 1814. 

Your letter of the 30th ultimo was most 
welcome, and has filled your sister, the girls, and myself, 
with delight. I should have answered it before; but, 
until this morning, chancing to meet Sir Thomas Lavie, 
I was at a loss where to direct to you. Sir Thomas 
having given me the cue, I avail myself of it, to urge 
your coming over as soon as possible. There is a reason 
for it. The girls, without much persuasion, have pre- 
vailed on me to give a fite on the occasion of your 
liberation, and which is to take place on the 26th instant. 
This I think right to apprize you of, in order to facilitate 
your movements, and to prevent a disappointment 
which would be as fatal to their comforts as another 
revolution. 

We are going to dine with our old friend Charles 



Laurence to-day ; and as you are hourly expected, a 
place at his table is open for you. 

This letter, it is more than probable* you will not 
receive in France: indeed, I hope you may not; but 
that I shall have the proud pleasure of personally telling 
you its contents, and congratulating you upon the happy 
change which has taken place. 

Your ever affectionate Friend, 

B O. 



To Mr, B. OAKLEY, Jun. Stock Exchange, 

MY DEAR BENJAMIN, Dover, Maj 15, 18U. 

This is a bustHng place: the inhabitants 
are in high spirits, in consequence of the communication 
being now opened with France, Boats are often coming 
in and going out; one has just arrived, but has nat 
brought your uncle; and unless he should arrive to- 
morrow^ we shall not meet at Dover* 

Where I sit I can distinctly see the coast of France; 
andj but that I am necessitated to return so soon, I 
would have run across for a few days. This desire 
cannot now be gratified, and I must be content till 
time and opportunity offer. 

I have been this morning on the top of Shakespeare s 
Cliffp a most terrific height, much exceeding that of St. 
Vincent's Rock. If you look into the play of King Lear> 
you will find the poet s description of it in a dialogue 
between Edgar and Gloucester: it is very interesting. 
I have taken a sketch of it for my illustration of the 
immortal bard. 

To-morrow my iiieuds and 1 intend to inspect the 



batteries on the heights above the town, and also the 
castle, which is a monument of great antiquity. 

Numbers of French are here, who have been long 
prisoners in this country : many I have seen embark for 
their homes, which they have not seen for eight or 
ten years. Fancy to yourself the delight they feel, at 
the near prospect of their native land, and the heart*felt 
joy of returning to their dearest relatives and friends. 

Your loving Father, 



To Mh, RICHARD OAKLEY, Weoblt, 

MY DEAR FATHER, Tavistock Place, July 6, 1914- 

In a few days I remove ray family to Brigh- 
ton. Two or three of the girls are recommended to use 
a salt-water bath ; Lucy, in particular, who has a violent 
eruption on her hands and arms, will, I fear, require 
a long absence from town. Early in August I intend 
going to Paris for a few weeks ; and should the Prince 
Regent think fit to invest me with diplomatic powers, 
I think I can, as well as any of his ministers, settle the 
business at congress in a very short time. But as I am 
too proud to solidt honours, it must be the spontaneous 
wish of His Royal Highness that I should undertake it; 
otherwise I shall travel as a private gentleman, 

I was in the House of Commons until nearly three 
o clock this morning. The debate was upon the expul- 
sion of Lord Cochrane, and his uncle Cochrane Johnston : 
the expulsion was carried, and new writs moved for- 

I am now relieved from a long and tedious attendance 
in the sub-committee of the Stock Exchange, upon the 



investigation of the fraud brought home to the above 
virtuous members. You have, no doubt, read in the 
newspapers an account of our proceedings, which you 
shall see more fully detailed in the published trial I 
intend to send you- The expense attending this pro- 
secution has cost nearly X4000 ; but which was raised 
by the members of the Stock Exchange in a few 
hours. 

The fine weather having set in, I hope it has set you 
upon your legs. 

I have not been so well as 1 now am for a consider- 
able time. 

Ever and sincerely yours, 

B. O. 



To Miss OAKLEY, Brighton* 
MY DEAR ADRIANA, Hojal Etcliange, August 5, 1814. 

I HAVE received your letter, giving me an 
account of Lucy's first trial of the vapour bath* You 
quite mistook my intentions and directions; they were 
simply, — " Let Lucy try the effect of the vapour bath 
every day, until you hear from me to the contrary." 
Had I considered the shampooing necessary, I should 
have said so; but you are not to be led away by what 
may be the interested motives of the proprietor of the 
bath, Lucy has no rheumatism, and therefore needs not 
the application of oils or rubbing : immersing Uie hands 
in water may only be resorted to, in order to relieve 
them from crust, which is occasioned by the eruption. 
Tell the proprietor, he has only to follow my directions ; 
and if no benefit arise by this time in the next week, 
it will be discontinued. You must be satisfied the 



water is salt^ otherwise she might as well stay at home 
as make the experiment at Brighton. 

I went to see the fire- works on Monday, which were 
very splendid ; but the most brilliant effect was that pro- 
duced by the demolition of the Pagoda, I sauntered about 
until one o'clock in the morning — was every where, 
and saw every thing with the greatest possible ease. I 
never witnessed any thing like the multitude; yet there 
was ample space for all, and all seemed happy* The 
fair, which still continues in Hyde Park, and which 
I understand will continue this week, is of a motley 
description : it embraces so much of fun and merriment, 
and is so full of good humour, that I lament you cannot, 
with your mamma and sisters, see it. In all this 
immense crowd there was the most perfect harmony, 
nor do I remember to have heard, in all my perambula- 
tions, one word of discontent: in short, it was a jubilee 
of mirth and gaiety, unmixed with asperity ; and every 
eye expressed content and satisfaction. I have addressed 
this to you, in answer to your letter; but it must be 
considered as to you all. 

It is probable Mr. Joseph will call upon you : should 
he, pray show him every civility in your power, and 
address him in his own language : say to him, it is 
doubtful my being able to leave London before the 
end of the month ; but that I hope, at all events, to take 
him by the hand in the French capital* 

I wish Benjamin to set off, in one of the six o'clock 
coaches, on Friday morning: he has had a pretty good 
indulgence, and I hope will be grateful for it. Pray 
attend to your studies : you must keep in mind, that 
you are not sent to Brighton for pleasure only ; and that 
I expect your days will be divided, and each part filled 



!jp to the b€st possible advantage. I shall expect to 
hear from some one of you every day ; and do not make 
a boast of writing long letters, when you only cover 
three sides of a sheet. Let those who write consider 
it an exercise; you may then claim a little relief from 
other pursuits- You see what I do, notwithstanding 
I have business to attend to : but in every thing there 
must be method, without which nothing goes on well 
Divide among you my kind love. 



To Mias FANNY OAKLEY. 
MY DEAR LTTTLE FANNV, Tavi&tock Place, October 3, ^BH. 

1am glad to find you had a pleasant walk to 
Rottendean. I received your pretty letter, and am 
glad to tell you Benjamin and myself are well; but 
do not think we can visit you again at Brighton. I 
shall remember you, (as far as you desire it), to Rover 
and Trim, and will give your love to RosewelL 

Your loving Father, 

B. O. 



To Miss JANE OAKLEY- 
MY DEAR JANE, TaTiscock Place, October 3, 18U< 

It has given me great pleasure to receive 
your first letter : it is written very weli, and, by practice, 
I am sure you will improve. The cheeses were very 
acceptable to Benjamin and myself ; and we beg to 
thank you for being so attentive to us. 



I am glad to find that Fanny, Richard, and my 
pretty Jane, have been so good, I cannot say so much 
of Rover, which I believe to be owing to your mamma 
not going into the kitchen to order dinner, and which 
makes a great difierence to him and poor Trim, who 
used to live well, but are now growling and dissatisfied, 
for want of something to eat I will tell Wiltshire about 
the plants, and contrive to have them preserved from 
frost. 

Good bye, my sweet Jane, and believe me to be 

Your loving Father, 



To Master RICHARD RAVENHILL OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR LITTLE DICK, Tavistock Place, October 3, IBU, 

Benjamin, Trim, and Rose well, are very 
well; hut I am sorry to say, poor Rover is no better 
than when you left him. His cough is very trouble- 
some ; he often howls very much at night, and is very 
restless : his appetite is good ; but, unfortunately, he 
has nothing to eat. He is also very lazy — lies down 
all day by the kitchen fire — never walks in the garden 
— is discontented and angry when any body speaks 
to him, and very cross to poor Trim, who does every 
thing in his power to please him, I have a great mind 
to send him down to Mr. Mahomed to be shampooed : 
perhaps that may cure his lameness, and make him walk 
about better. I wish you would consult your mamma 
about it; and if she thinks it right, I will send him down 
by one of the coaches, I am sorry Mr. Matthews 
attends so little to my letter : I thiuk with you, Richard, 



that he must be a very bad man. What a misfortune 
you have had with your kite ; but how fortunate that 
Christiana has been able to mend it I 

Mr. Ravenhill has just been here, and has desired 
me to tell you to kiss Jane and Fanny for him. When 
you have kissed them for Mr, RavenhU], (which I hope 
you will), you may give them one apiece (mind, only 
one,) for myself; and also one to your mamma, and 
likewise to the rest of your sisters. Thank John for 
bis friendly care of the French cheeses: I have given 
four of them to Mr, Ravenhill; and Benjamin and I are 
going to dine with him, on Thursday, at Clapham. 

Tell your mamma I will write to her in a few 
days. Be sure to attend to your book : say your 
prayers when you go to bed, and when you get up. 
Do not eat but when you are hungry, nor take more 
sea- water than nurse thinks proper to give you* I 
had almost forgot to tell you, not to go to bed before 
you get your supper; otherwise you will be wanting 
to rise before six o'clock, which would be very incon- 
venient, and perhaps disturb your sisters. 

Your kind Father, 

B. O, 



To Miss CHKISTIANA OAKLEY, Brighton. 
MY DEAR CHttlSTIANA, Tavistock Pbce, November It, 1814. 

I AM very ready to pardon you, as well 
as your sisters, for your acknowledged remissness in 
not writing to me oftener. It is a good trait to be 
sensible of error, and nothing more amiable than to 
avow it. My regard for all of you is too fixed to be 



removed on slight grounds; and yau must be aware, 
that what I require of you cannot surpass my affection- 
Gratitude is but a common duty; and to be reminded 
of it weakens its force* We have all duties to perform ; 
but barely to perform them^ carries with it little merit 
You should be eager to anticipate how much you can 
do beyond the simple duty ; and so much as you advance 
beyond it, so much do you turn the scale in your own 
favour. When you confer a favour, always let it be 
graciously done : do not wait for the requiring it to 
be done ; but let the mind (as it will, if prompted by 
the hearty) spontaneously effect it : then, inasmuch as 
you outrun the expectation, so much more gratitude you 
inspire in the object relieved, beyond the duty you have 
to perform, that it creates a feeling of a religious nature, 
felt by the object relieved ; reflecting, at the same time, 
upon the giver, the brightened colours of beneficent 
good* will, acceptable to God and man. 

However poor Mrs. Streatfield may be relieved from 
bodily suffering, I cannot but lament her death. Do 
not you lose sight of the dreadful separation, and the 
chasm occasioned by this event ; but think what your 
situation would be, as well as that of your sisters and 
brothers, were a calamity of that sort to visit you ! The 
thought of it, I know, must be terrific to you ; but in 
this life of uncertainty it is common, and it behoves you 
not to lose sight of it. Her endearing attachment to 
her little infants may be lost sight of by them ; and time 
may efface, as they grow up, all the fond caressings 
of maternal tenderness, which you more happily know 
how to appreciate. Rich in the possession, as you are^ 
of comforts lost to them, cherish it as your best treasure; 
and should you ever be a mother, then, and then only* 



will you know the immeasurable delights of filial gra- 
titude and affection. Offer ray condolence to the 
amiable afflicted family, when you see a fit oppor- 
tunity ; and when you see Mr, and Mrs. Horsley, my 
best remembrances. 

The water-flies» that buzzed about the Prince^ he 
has very properly brushed away. The discreet part 
of the tender sex may now walk the Steine without 
the obtrusive notice of such insects, whose only aim, 
(as it has appeared to me)* was to make themselves 
ridiculous. 

Yours affectionately, 

B. O. 



To Captain BUTCHER, Winchesteh. 

DEAR JACK, Royal Ejtchange, March IMb. 

I HAD an old experienced officer at dinner 
with me yesterday ; no less a man than that great 
warrior, yonr predecessor. Captain Taylor, He was 
in high spirits, " fought all his battles o'er again," 
demolished a bottle of my best Madeira, spake with 
great commendation of your warlike habits, and par- 
ticularly of your claret campaigns, and your victories 
in Fort, 

This veteran appears to me to have seen about sixty- 
five anniversaries: his head has a covering similar to 
what I fancy, in my mind s eye," the aged Lear to 
have worn ; with a countenance more of the comic than 
the tragic appearance of that Shakespearian character: 
his eye has a sparkling feature of intelligence, and 
appears to be an index to a generous heart. Every 



CountenanQe here, besides the one I have described* 
have a settled gloom and fearful aspect- The great 
disturber of nations has again plunged us into frightful 
forebodings of what the issue of the expected conflict 
may be. The funds have taken alarm * and property of 
every description is depreciated in value. 

I have been playing the Roman Father; but^ not- 
withstanding the dismay which spreads around me, I 
am determined not to play the Roman fool but will 
brave it to the last. 

Your sister, the girls, and boys, are all well* and will 
be glad to hear from you. 

I drank a glass of punch at George s Coffee House* a 
few nights since, with Follett and Shelton. 

Yours, &c» 



To SiK JOSEPH WALLIS HO ARE, Bart. Bath- 

SIR, Stock Excliange, April 19, 1B15. 

I AM exceedingly surprised at the contents 
of your letter, and astonished at your expression of 
incapability'* to meet my demand. The inconvenience 
I have laboured under, in taking from my brother such 
an instrument of bis folly, is not at all relieved by the 
enclosed bills upon Mr. Dick, This gentleman I have 
some personal knowledge of ; and as you desired me 
to see him, I lost no time in presenting the bills, and 
reading to him your letter. It is hardly necessary to 
state to you the surprise he was in, at the extraordinary 
request of a person be is not acquainted with, for an 
advance of ^2000 ! nor can you wonder at my surprise, 
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under such circumstances, at the request being made. 
Your bond is in the hands of ray solicitors, Messrs. 
Aldridge and Smith, of Lincoln's Inn, to whom I refer 
you, and shall hope to hear, that both principal and 
I interest (of which there were three years due last 
February,) will be paid in due course* 

I have the honour to be. Sir, &c* 

B, O. 




To Mrs, OAKLEY, Tavistock Place, 



MY DEAK HANNAH, Cliaon Hotel, Bristol, May IS, 1815. 

I HAD a very agreeable journey, travelling 
with three very intelligent men; and, before twelve 
o'clock yesterday, arrived at this place — dined with 
Mr, Street at three — returned to the hotel at nine — 
and went to bed at ten. 

This morning I breakfasted with Mr* Cookson, an 
eeable gentleman, who has an amiable^ intelligent, 
id well bred wife, Mr. Cookson will cease to be 
my tenant at Midsummer, having provided himself with 
house more to his satisfaction. 
1 have drawn up an advertisement, to be inserted 
in the Bristol paper on Wednesday, and also have 
had distributed five hundred handbills, in and about 
the city, inviting persons desirous of purchasing to meet 
me at the hotel on Friday and Saturday next. While 
is notice will be finding its way to meet the public 
eye, I shall, in the morning, set off for Weobly, to 
see my good old father, and have so arranged it, as 
to return here on Friday morning, and to dine with 
Mr, Sheppard tbe next day, 

H 



I 

b 
tl 
in< 
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1 have nothing further to tell you, only that I am 
a good deal relieved, at this moment, by the absence 
of two wild young men, who have been sitting by me 
in the coffee-room, whose conversation has run upon 
horses, gigs, boots, and spurs — damned good claret; 
and such like nonsense. I understood, by the conver- 
sation of these youths, that one of them is intended for 
the church! and, by a memorandum left inadvertently 
upon the table, I find that both layman and churchman 
are notorious turf-gamblers. If I were to put my 
soul under the care of the latter, I should expect he 
would send me to heaven upon one of his fine racers ; 
and, by the boldness of his betting, I think he would 
wager with his companion one thousand guineas to 
twenty, that I should arrive there in a hand-gallop : 
but I really think, with the confidence I feel, that 1 
would hazard a bet I shall arrive there before either of 
them, in my old jog-trot way. 

My love to the dear girls, and my injunctions to 
Benjamin to mount guard, and be very watchful until 
I return. Tell him to write to me on Thursday, directed 
at this place. 

Yours ever affectionately, 

B. O. 



To JOHN LEWIS GAUTIER, Esq. 
SIR, Tavistock Place, Juljr 6, 1815. 

Youu letter of yesterday, as to the main 
bearing of it, has, I confess, filled me with satisfaction. 

I must own to you that I have, for some days past, 
been strongly impressed, that the union contemplated 
would not lead to that mutual happiness'' which I had 



anticipated. Thus far I feel relieved by your withdraw- 
ing your addresses from my daughter : but, inasmuch as 
it respects her, whose young and yielding compliance 
inclined to your attentions, and whose soft and tender 
feelings have been awakened by the disclosure I have 
this morning made to her^ I cannot but feel a fathers 
sympathy. 

The ingenuousness of my conduct you have acknow- 
ledged ; and had you acted with the same candour, 
it would have been more consolatory to all parties. 

I do not know what your present concerns are, and 
am little acquainted with your commercial pursuits. 
Something may have arisen, perhaps family objections 
may have increased, rather than diminished, to have led 
to this determination* I hope the latter may be the 
only cause; for, however much I may have respected 
you, 1 am, although humble^ too proud to admit of 
that superiority which, through vanity, has been assumed 
in another quarter. 

Some trifling acknowledgments, which were reluct- 
antly received by niy children, I beg to return. They 
are gewgaws, which children are too apt to fancy ; but 
from respect to you I permitted them to be worn, 
although it was against my inclination, 

I have sent a small volume you were good enough to 
lend me, as also a little change, which I have been your 
debtor for since yesterday. 

I have the honour to be^ Sir, 
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To Mbs. palmer. 

DEAR MRS, PALMER, Tavistock Pla^^e, August g, I81fi, 

I THANK you for your attention, and the 
trouble you have taken, in acquainting me with the death 
and last words of poor Robert Harrold, 

Harrold, (who, I believe, had been a servant to my 
father upwards of thirty years,) was a man of extra- 
ordinary mind, vigorous in intellect, possessing a reten- 
tive memory, and full of inquiry and intelligence; to 
these qualities, had he possessed the advantage of a clas- 
sical education, he would have shone conspicuously in a 
different sphere. He was honest, but poor ; yet richer, 
in my estimation, than any of his neighbours ; for he had 
a mind well stored, and was rich in content; he had 
also a heart to relieve the distressed, and wanted only 
the power to do it- Peace to his ashes ! 

I am proud to acknowledge, that I owe to Harrold 
the first stimulus I felt for the love of poetry and the 
pencil. In my boyish days, whenever I could snatch 
an hour from idle pursuits, I was impelled to it by 
the delight I took in being bis amanuensis. He was 
a poet and a philosopher : his thirst for knowledge 
was so predominant, and wearied him so much, that 
he often thirsted for a glass of ale; in consequence, 
his predilection for the muses too often engrossed that 
time, which might have been more profitably spent. 

Yours affectionately, 
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To Mrs. OAKLEY. 



MY DEAR HANNAH, 



Edinboigb, SeptemW 15, 1615. 



H 

I 



I ARRIVED at this place at six o'clock this 
morning, in company with Mr* Todd, a young gentleman 
I became acquainted with at Harrogate^ but who is a 
resident at HulL 

I passed my time very agreeably with the girls, who 
are every thing I wish: with their attention and society, 
and with the civilities I experienced at Harrogate^ I 
was delighted ; and it has given me better health. My 
motive in tiJcing this trip is, that by giving longer time 
to Adriana and Lucy to have the benefit of the waters, 
I have great hope of their finding relief from them, 
if not in entirely eradicating the eruption from their 
hands. 

I am now sitting in my breakfast room, (not having 
yet been out), at the Royal Hotel, directly opposite 
to the castle. Nothing that I have seen, except Windsor 
and Warwick castles, is equal to the exterior grandeur 
of that which is now before me* I must find another 
opportunity to speak more of it, 

I have desired the girls to write to you : they have 
now good leisure, having got rid of me, who used to 
take up much of their time. 

Your ever, Ifcc, 
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To Mrs. OAKLEY, Tavistock Place. 
MY DEAR HANNAH, Harrogate, September S3, 1815. 

I ARRIVED here on Thursday night, after 
a very pleasant tour through great part of Scotland, 
having travelled between five and six hundred miles. I 
found the girls all well, and this morning received your 
letter, covering a ^25 bank bill. 

The time we have been here has not been sufficient feo 
remove the eruption from Lucy's hands : however, she is 
much better, and Adriana considerably so ; and as some 
progress seems to manifest itself towards a cure, I am 
loath to lose the opportunity which presents itself of 
allowing them the best chance possible for a perfect 
recovery, and have therefore determined to leave the 
children, for a few weeks longer, under the care and 
protection of Mr. and Mrs. Marsh, and to set off, in 
a few days, through York and Hull, for London, where I 
hope to find you all well and happy. 

If these waters fail to effect the desired object, I 
shall consider their case hopeless ; but, from the various 
cases I have had detailed to me, I have the best grounded 
expectation of success. 

I am sorry to hear of the death of my old dog Rover; 
but am glad not to have been a witness of his last 
moments. It is a fortunate hit for Roscius and Trim, as 
by his death they will inherit a greater proportion of the 
good things in the kitchen. 

Give my kind love to the dear children, and 



Believe me affectionately, 

B. O. 



To Mjss OAKLEY, Hakeogate. 
MY DEAR ADEtANA, Hoil, Septetabct f8, lau. 

After waiting some little time at the Hope, 
the York diligence took me up : in it I found a stout 
lusty gentleman, more inciined to sleep than conversation. 
I took up a book, and amused myself till I reached 
Knaresborough^ The carriage has a tolerable front seat, 
sufficiently commodious for two persons, with two oppo- 
site ones, well adapted for children. We had now to 
take up two passengers ; a son of Mr, Hargrove^ who 
keeps the library at Harrogate, and a lady of immense 
size, sufficient to fill the two seats described above. 
What was to be done? The silent gentleman, or myself, 
must give way ; for it was not possible the lady could 
descend, or that we could condescend to suffer such an 
indignity, I therefore most gallantly gave her my place, 
ami mounted upon the outside ; by which I had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing more of the country, and which I pre- 
ferred while it continued fine : but, on our near approach 
to York, I was driven, by the " pelting of the pitiless 
storm/' to take shelter at the lady s feet. The silent 
gentleman now began to talk, the lady was loquacious, 
and Mr. Hargrove was iutelligent, and pointed out a 
variety of objects which otherwise would have escaped 
my notice. The storm subsiding, I remounted, and 
thought, as I approximated the city, I drew " imperial 
air/' York, in the lifetime of Severus, was an imperial 
city, and ( believe was once the residence of Constantine 
the Great. There are still remains of Roman grandeur, 
and it possesses more subject for tlie eye of an antiquary 
than any place 1 ever saw- 
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When we alighted at the inn, Mr. Hargrove kindly 
offered to walk with me to the cathedral, and he after- 
wards favoured me with his company to tea, and stopped 
with me till the arrival of Mr, Cross and his niece. 
Mr, Hargrove is a man of literary endowments, and 
I understand is editor of the York Herald. On his 
return home, he sent, for my amusement, Drake s His- 
tory of York, which is esteemed the best account extant* 

At seven o'clock in the morning, had you strolled 
into St. Margarets churchyard, you would have seen me 
taking a sketch of an old Saxon porch, considered a 
curious specimen of early Gothic architecture. 

After breakfast I went with Mr, Cross, and his niece, 
to view the cathedral. We were there between two and 
three hours ; but it would take me three or four days to 
describe to you its beauty and grandeur : you must see 
it. From thence we went to the ruins of St, Mary's 
Abbey, and then ascended the city wall. Here the 
ravages of time are distinctly seen; and I could not 
but lament that the inhabitants of this populous city 
should suffer it to moulder and decay, when it is capable^ 
for a trifling sum, of being preserved for ages to come- 
There are several noble gateways, connected with the 
wallj in tolerable condition ; and they have a very bold 
appearance in every way you approach them. We saw, 
in the environs of the city, the skeleton of a noble 
Roman lady, lately discovered. In digging the founda- 
tion of a house, the workmen perforated a vault where 
tills curious relic was found, and which is supposed to 
have lain there seventeen hundred years. 

Having seen almost every place of note, and the day 
being far advanced, we set off in a post-chaise for 
Beverley; where I could like to have stopped a day 



or two, to have seen the minster, and also a beautiful 
church in the centre of this very interesting town. I 
had only time to see the exterior of these buildings : 
the recollection of it fills me with regret ; for I never 
saw so elegant a structure as the first I have named: 
it is, or may be called, a model of simplicity and fine 
taste- We reached Hull about eight o'clock. Next 
morning I breakfasted with Mr. Cross; and when I 
have folded up this letter, am going to dine with Mr, 
Todd. 

Your loving Father, 

B. 0, 



To Miss OAKLEY, Harhocate, 
MY DEAR ADItlAXA, Hull, Septcraber 29, 1815, 

Mil, and Mrs. Todd received me at dinner 
with a most welcome cordiality : I cannot speak enough 
of their kind hospitality. This morning Mr. Todd took 
his breakfast with me at ray inn : I have just parted with 
this friendly good old man, who, in shaking me heartily 
by the hand, gave me a warm invitation to his house 
at any time, and to take with me any of my family. 
Mrs. Todd appears to have a delicate constitution : 
she is amiable in her manners, and has the traits of 
having been very handsome in her youth. She is stilt 
handsome, between fifty-five and sixty. 

In about half an hour 1 shall take my passage across 
the Humber for Barton; and from thence, if I can have a 
place in the mail, direct for London ; so that I hope to be 
at homd to-morrow night. Tell Mr, Todd that his father 
has treated me beyond my deserts, and that I shall be 
glad to make the best return in my power when he 
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reaches the capital. You will also beg his acceptance 
of a bed at my house, during the stay he may make 
in town. 

It rains very hard, with every appearance of being 

a wet day. 

My love to your sisters. 
^ ^ B. O. 



To Captain BUTCHER, Winchester. 

DEAR JACK, Tavistock Place, October 21, 1815. 

I HAVE just mustered my corps of Infantry, 
and find them effective for domesticated purposes. I 
have been absent five weeks; and Adriana, Elizabeth, 
Mary, and Lucy, who are just come home, were absent 
eight weeks. ^ 

I have had a delectable tour to the north : an oppor- 
tunity offered when I was at Harrogate, which I could 
not resist, and I am exceedingly pleased that I embraced 
it. I have much to tell you when we meet, which, by a 
paragraph I see to-day in the Chronicle^ is likely to be 
soon. It is as follows : — 

The arrangement for the reduction of the inefficient 
second battalions, so long delayed, is expected to be 
issued from the War Office during the present month. 
The officers to be continued on full pay to the 24th 
of December." 

I am plagued with rheumatism ; but, in other respects, 
tolerably well. I had intended to write a long letter ; 
but you must be content with a short one, as I am 
interrupted, and cannot say more than that 

I am, dear Jack, yours always, 

B. O. 



KEFLECTIONS on a MELANCHOLY EVENT. 



Shakespeare remarks ^ — ''There is a pleasure in 
madness which none but madmen know and it is 
equally true, that there is a pleasure in the indulgence 
of melancholy thoughts, (emanating from the recollection 
of the happy moments which once existed in the society 
of departed friends), which it is impossible ever to 
forget. 

A generous sympathy will ever manifest itself in 
the breast of friendship; and advice is eagerly admi- 
nistered in the hour of grief, particularly when occa- 
sioned by the loss of a dear friend. Philosophy is 
prescribed, forge tfulness is urged, and a thousand 
palliatives are offered which the tenderest officiousness 
can suggest, to soften the gloom of melancholy, and 
mitigate its pain : but, alas ! to those who really grieve, 
they are but the whetstones of distress, and rather serve 
to excoriate the wound, than tend to heal it. Perhaps 
an indulgence in the recollection of departed worth, by 
lamiliarizing to the imagination the image of a lost 
friend, may tend more to tranquillize the mind, than 
hy a smothered effort to forget. It is also a respect, 
which it would be ungrateful not to show. 

I have been induced to wade through the painftd^ 
yet pleasing task, of inserting in this volume the letters 
written to my dear Benjamin, from his early infancy to 
within a short time of his death. They were preserved 
by him, and treasured " in his heart's core,'* as proofs 
ef my attachment, (and if I may be allowed to say), 
tts forming the ground-work to that expansion of intellect 
so peculiarly conspicuous in his riper years. 
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Thofie whidi foUnw are but fainl expiesskms of 
my agonized fedings, in reply to the kind inqairies and 
solidtade of my dear friends. Their lettm of con- 
dolence I haTC inaoted, which serre to show in what 
high estimatioa my dear boy was hdd, and how urn- 
TersaDy his death is moarned. These testimonial of 
regard conrey to me the prond satisfaction of the strong 
impression in their minds of the matdiless integrity, ' 
hi^ honour, and misoDied riitne of him, whose hMS 
they dqplore. 

The biograjAy of poor Benjamin is, as his life was, 
short. He was bwn at Tooting, in Snney, on the 12di of 
October, 1798. His puerile years were spait under the 
care of a fond mother, who gradually initiated him into 
the path of moral and religious pursuits, until his eighth 
year, when he was placed in Mr. ElwdTs academy at 
Hammeismidi, lureparatory to his being removed to the 
Charter House in 1810, where, under the amiaUe and 
learned Doctor Raine, he imbibed the best rudiments 
of his education, and where he remained until the 
summer ot 1813. 

Befinre he attained his fifteoith year he possessed 
those acquirements which were TaluaUe. to me in my 
pursuits, and so identified himself in erery thing which 
related to my future prospects, that we seemed to move 
but as one body. His heart — his soul — his very anti- 
cipations were the precursors to my happiness, delight, 
and comfinrt. Formed to please, attmtive to instruction, 
intelligent in ex^anation, devotedly watchful to my 
interests, beloved, and possessing the confidence of my 
friends, he stood pre-eminently conspicuous as the 
brightest star of youthful purity. But who can omtrol 
his iate ?^ This son of promise, in the bright sunshine 



of vigorous health and vivacity » was arrested by the arm 
of death, on the 2ist day of November, 1815, at the 
premature age of seventeen years* 

Thus fell, after two days of agonized sufferings, occa- 
sioned by an inflammation in the abdomen, the fairest 
flower that nature ever, in its brightest fancy, formed; 
a youth of fine endowments — conceptions brilliant — 
imagination beyond his years — rich in character, and 
high in the estimation of all who appreciate worth and 
talent. His associates were those of mature experience 
in the world, from whom he imbibed a manliness of 
character, which directed his mind to the contemplation 
of objects both useful and instructive. In conversatioa 
be was intelligent, acute in reasoning, and a most plea- 
sant companion. He was my companion, friend, and 
confident — one whose blood and friendship were so 
well CO- mingled " with my ow^n, that nothing but deadi 
could turn its course. But his spirit is fled ! He has 
shuffled off this mortal coil," and flown to regions of 
immortal bliss — ** to that country from whose bourn 
no traveller returns*' — to that seat of happiness, where, 
if his spirit looks down to earth, he will behold the 
poignant feelings of an affectionate father, deploring 
the irreparable loss he has sustained; but buoyed up 
in the hope of a re-union, where the dreadful pang of 
separation can never be felt, and ** where true joys only 
can be found.'' 

BENJ. OAKLEY. 

On the morning of the 28th of Noirember, 1815, hin dw 
femams were conveyed to Tooting, in the county of Surrey, and 
deposited in a vault under the commtinion tablf . 
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To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq, 

MY GOOD SIR, Tavistock Place, November 81, 1815. 

Prat let me know if I can do any thing 
for you ; if I can write letters — go into the city — or, in 
any other respect, afford you any assistance, or mitigate 
your grief. I wish it were in my power to effect the 
latter, and I would gladly forego any comfort or con* 
venience of my own. 

I will not trouble you to write an answer, unless yon 
direct me to do something. Mrs. B. also begs me to 
say, that she will gladly do the same for Mrs. O., or 
any of your daughters. 

Believe me most truly, 

J. BRITTON. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, November «1, 1815. 

I CANNOT express to you my feelings on the 
truly melancholy event of this day : be assured, that it 
has excited in me every sentiment of the deepest regret. 
I loved the dear boy; and therefore most sincerely 
condole with you, and your family. To attempt to offer 
any thing in the way of consolation, at a moment like 
this, I know is vain : it is only to be found in a perfect 
resignation to the Almighty Disposer of all events, and 
in the reflection, that, if much has been taken away, 
much has been spared : but I could not let pass this 
opportunity of showing my affection and esteem, and 
of expressing that friendship which I have long enter- 



taioed for you. Mrs. Wade too, who unfortunately called 
.at your door this day, without knowing your loss, has 
been most sensibly and deeply aflfected. If there be any 
thing in which I can be of the smallest use to you, either 
in the city or elsewhere^ you will confer an obligation on 
me by letting me know it, and it will be the only con- 
olation I can receive, 

I aui^ ray dear Oakley, 
Very sincerely and affectionately yours, 

R. W. WADE. 



o KOBERT WATSON WADE, Esq. Tonbridge Place- 
MY DEAR KIND FRIEND^ November 31, 1315. 

How can I suflEiciently thank you for your 
warmth of affection! Emanating from a heart like 
yours, it is a welcome cordial to soften grief; but, alas! 
it serves, at the same time, to awaken sensations almost 
too keen to be borne. You loved the boy : judge then 
how 1 loved him ! O Wade ! language has not power to 
tell how 1 loved him ! It is hard^ — very hard ; but " to 
the Almighty Disposer of events" I submit. Thank 
dear Mrs. Wade ; and many thanks to yourself for your 
kind offer. 

Unhappy 

To Mrs, OAKLEY, TAVisxocK Place, 

Bt^dford PJiice, NoTetnber 31, 1B16. 

Though I am well aware, ray dear madam, 
sympathy is the only consolation that can be offered to 
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you and your family, in this early stage of your very 
severe affliction ; yet I cannot delay a moment longer 
assuring you, if you think I can render you any service, 
you have but to command me. To tell you that we feel 
deeply for your loss, does but half express our regret; 
but I will refrain from dwelling upon so painful a subject, 
and commend you to that God, whose ways are past 
finding out, and cannot err: and may he, in his great 
mercy, enable you and your family to support this hour 
of severe trial with becoming fortitude, is the sincere 
wish of both the Doctor and myself ; and believe me to 
remain, my dear madam, much interested for you, with 
our best wishes for the restoration of your peace of 
mind^ and that of your family* 

I femam, with best regards. 
Yours sincerely, 

ISABELLA POWELL 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq> Tavistock Placb. 

DEAR OAKLEY, Wincheatcr^ KoTember 98, 181S. 

Your letter, of yesterday s date, has plunged 
me into the deepest affliction ; and I participate in the 
sorrow and distress that this sad and melancholy event 
occasions to my dearest friends and relations. I shall 
be in town the moment I get leave of absence. In the 
mean time, pray tell Hannah, and my nieces, how much 
I feel for their distress, and how much 1 lament the 
occasion of it. Pray thank your brother George for me, 
for his very friendly letter. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

J. BUTCHER. 
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To Mrs, OAKLEY, Tavistock Placb. 

MY DEAR MRS. OAKLEY^ Pinner, November 2%, 1815. 

A LETTER, just received from Mr* Laurence, 
informs me of an event so unexpected^ and so melan- 
choly, I have scarcely the power to offer the unavailing 
tribute of sympathy to Mr. Oakley, and yourself, on the 
loss of a beloved and ever to be lamented son : but, be 
assured, no one out of your own family more keenly 
feels it than myself; and in this feeling I may include 
our whole circle, by whom, as well as by all who knew 
him, he was so much esteemed. 

I can only hope, in this season of trial, that the same 
Almighty power, whose dispensations must not be ques- 
tioned, and who has thought fit to deprive you of so 
great a blessing, will support you under the heavy 
affliction; and that, on our return to town, we may 
find you in health; though time and religion can alone 
reconcile and restore your spirits* 

We all unite in kind love and regards to yourself, 
Mr. Oakley, and family- 
Believe me, my dear Mrs* Oakley, 
Your very sincere, though much distressed Friend, 

M. LAURENCE, 

» To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq, Tavistock Place. 

South wafk^ November 83, t8l5* 
** Lycid&s is dead I young Lycldas, 
Dead before his prime, and hath not ledt his peer ; 
He must not float upon his watery bier 
Unwept, or welter to the parching wind 
Without the meed of some melodious tear J' 

O MY dear Brother! what is this I see in 
the Morning Chronicle before me ! for 1 have had no 

I 
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other intimation of the melancholy tidings it conveys ; 
and, as I fear to doubt its truth, I am compelled to 
believe it! But what consolation can I administer to 
you and your dear family, under the pressure of this 
heavy affliction ? My heart bleeds for you all. To say 
much upon such a source of real grief, would be only 
insulting your feelings at this time ; for all the troubles I 
have experienced are nothing in comparison of this. .1 
say no more. I conmiend you to the Divine assistance 
for support under this and every other trial. 

Your distressed Brother, 

WILLIAM OAKLEY. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 

MY DEAR SIRy Southampton Place, November 22, 1815. 

I SINCERELY coodole with you on this most 
afflicting and melancholy event. It must be to you, 
Mrs. Oakley, and your family, a subject of the greatest 
sorrow : but disappointment is the lot of man, and 
to the will of God it is our duty to submit. 

Do not forget that you are still blessed with an 
amiable, promising, and numerous family, who will be 
to you and Mrs. Oakley so many sources of future 
happiness. 

My family unite with me in feeling towards yours 
all those sentiments which are suited to this awful 
occasion. 

I remain, my very dear Sir, 
Yours most truly, 

JOHN LEWIS. 



To JOHN LEWIS, Esq- SoimiAMrrtijf Vukcm. 



m DEAR SUW N iilui ttt$. 

How gmtetiil is the STmpathy of hoaest 
friendship ! Mine is indeed a sorrow not to be ex- 
pressed : but disappointm^m is tbe lot of mui, mod 
to tlie will of God it is our duty to submiL^" I do nol 
forget that I have still maDy blessings around me ; and 
fondly hope ** there are still many sources of fotttie 
happiness^ leflt me : yet " I cannot but remember such 
things were, that were most dear to me." Mm yoo, my 
dear sir, glide on through the stream of domestic com* 
fort; and may your tranquillity oerer be interrupted 
by an awful Tisitation like mine ! 

My kind regards to dear Mrs. Lewis, and your 
family. 

Erer yoiir^ 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY. Esq. Tavistock Place. 

MT DEAR SIR, Batrord Plmce, Kof^nWt tf , 

There remains one duty for me to perform, 
in my relation to poor Bee, which I should have exe- 
cuted when I saw you to-day, had you not been in the 
midst of your family, and which I communicate thus 
because it admits not of further delay. It is to suggest 
and urge you to assent to the propriety of allowing 
the nature of his disease to be ascertained, as far as 
examination will go ; which, as it is a satisfaction to 
us now, will be one to you hereafter also. To you, of 
course, I need not state, that in such an inquiry there 
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can be nothing formidable after death, though I shall 
myself decline being present at it; but it would be 
performed without disfigurement, and with all possible 
delicacy. If you accede to this, pray let me know 
to-night, since there is no time to be lost beyond 
to-morrow morning ; and I will, in that case^ take care 
of the necessary directions. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. POWELL. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exchange, November 93, 1815. 

I AM too well assured, from my own feelings, 
of the utter inadequacy of reason to resist successfully 
the weight of the heaviest calamity that could have 
befallen us. The esteem I entertain for yourself and 
family may, I trust, excuse me when I entreat you to 
bow to this heavy dispensation of Providence with forti- 
tude and resignation. God's will be done ! 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Most faithfully yours, 

GEORGE BLYTH. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 

Old Broad Street, November 93, 1815. 

Not wishing to break in upon the privacy of 
your sorrows, for a loss so sudden and irreparable; 
allow me, my dear friend, to assure you of my sincere 
condolence and sympathy. A father myself, of a young 
man nearly the same age, I feel for you by anticipating 



the possibility of a similar calamity. Looking to the 
comfort I hope to enjoy from the life of my own son, 
I can estimate your distress for the loss of yours, I 
trust that the Almighty, who has thought fit thus to 
afflict^ will endue you and MrSp Oakley, and all your 
surviving treasures, with fortitude to bear the affliction, 
and to receive consolation. 

R WAKEFIELD, 



To DocTOB POWELL, Bedfobd Place- 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, November 24, 1815. 

The agony of affliction your letter found 
me in, on Thursday night, incapacitated me for making 
reply. My friend > Mr, Britton, was here when I received 
it, and, at my desire, communicated to you my senti- 
raents upon the subject of it, I beg to assure you, my 
dear sir, that I feel the most perfect satisfaction in 
knowing that every thing was effected as far as human 
skill, attention, and kindness could reach; and further 
to assure you, that I think it impossible I can ever 
forget to feel, that I owe you more gratitude than words 
have power to express, 

1 take the opportunity, on behalf of Mrs, Oakley, 
to request you will convey to Mrs, Powell her aifec- 
tionate thanks for the kind solicitude and condolence 
so promptly offered in the moment of excessive grief. 

Affectionately yours always, 
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To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 
MY £ST£EMED FRIEND, Chiswick, November 24, 1815. 

With the most heart-felt sorrow do I take 
up the pen, to attempt, if possible, to alleviate the 
affliction which must, and indeed oughts at this moment 
to absorb your whole soul. Few knew better than 
myself the value of the dear boy we must all deplore; 
so much more, in every thing, than the fondest father 
could possibly expect : it is indeed a calamity of so 
heavy a nature, that I well know it is not in words 
to afford relief. Accept, however, my dear and valued 
friend, the tribute of a heart that feels for your mis- 
fortune, in every point of view ; for you, for your amiable 
partner, for his sisters, and for himself, in common with 
every person who knew him. To that strength of mind 
and firm philosophy which I know you possess, and 
which you have so successfully cultivated, together.with 
the lenient hand of time, I can alone refer you for any 
consolation : and may the Almighty Disposer of inscru- 
table events so nerve your mind, as to make you bear 
his dreadful dispensation with as much fortitude as the 
nature of so heavy a blow will admit of ! 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Oakley, and all the 
rest of your dear family, permit me to subscribe myself 

Your afflicted and devoted Friend, 



J. W. HORSLEY. 



To J. W. HORSLEY, Esq. Chibwick. 



November 55, 1815- 

How can I sufficiently thank you, my dear 
friend, for your kind solicitude and sympathy! Friend- 
ship like this^ is consolation indeed. What a calamity ! 
what an affliction ! I cannot tell how much I loved : 
judge then how incapable I am to express the agony 
of my mind. Your sentiments are too tender — too 
powerful : you see what a philosopher I am," 

Hea%^en bless and preserve dear Mrs. Horsley and 
yourself* 

B. O. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY. Esq. Tavistoce Place. 

MY DEAR SIR, Cbarmont Part, Herts, No^emW S5, 1815. 

My feelings have been much overcomej by a 
paragraph in to-day's paper, which conveyed to me the 
melanchoiy account of the irreparable loss your much 
loved family has sustained ; and most sincerely do I 
sympathize with you all in your grief and affliction- 
Few loved the dear object of your concern more than 
myself; for memory, faithful to her charge, had trea- 
sured up his boyish fondness towards me during my 
long residence under your roof. 

It was my intention to have addressed this letter 
to dear Mrs. Oakley ; but knowing the weak state o£ 
her nerves, when agitated, I feared touching on the 
subject with her. But your family mourn, not as those 
who have no hope ; you have now a child in glory : his 



tender bark has weathered the rough ocean of life, and 
has safely reached the haven where no storms or tem- 
pests can assail ; and could he view your tears over his 
mortal remains, his angelic spirit would exclaim, — 
Weep not for me, my beloved parents ! I have reached 
my heavenly Fathers mansion, where there is neither 
pain nor sickness, sighing nor sorrow ; and a few short 
fleeting years will re-unite us, never to part again/' 

I have lately followed to the grave a fondly attached 
pupil and her mother, and am now with Sir Gore 
Ousely's daughter : but my recent losses have left an 
aching void within, which nothing but time can heal 

That the Almighty may strengthen and support you 
all under this heavy dispensation, is the fervent prayer of 

Your obliged 

C. T. WEALES, 



To Miss C. T. WEALES, Charmont Park. 
MY DEAR MADAM, November 1615. 

Accept my thanks for your kind sympathy, 
The recollection of the treasure I have lost cannot hut 
awaken in the breast of sensibility the tenderest emo- 
tions. Miss Weales was ever alive to the keenest 
feelings ; and I lament they have so recently been 
roused in the loss of an amiable pupil and a much 
valued friend, 

I trust my dear boy has arrived at the haven of 
supreme bliss, and I hope his re-animated spirit is 
possessed with the full satisfaction how tenderly I loved 
him — how agonizing has been the pang of separation 
from his mother, his sisters, and myself ; but God's 



will be done: I will be satisfied, and repose in the 
bosom of resignation. 

Your very obedient and thankful Servant, 



To Mr. benjamin OAKLEY. Tavistock Place- 
O MY EVER DEAR BEN 1 Weobly, November 1815, 

Mr spirits are so depressed by the melan- 
choly intelligence George has communicated to me, that 
I scarcely know how to write to you, I do most sincerely 
sympathize and condole with you for the loss of so good 
and valuable a child: your loss is inexpressible, and 
irretrievable. I pray God give you strength and spirits 
to bear the shock it must naturally give you. 1 feel also 
for dear Mrs. Oakley, and all the children : their afflic- 
tion must be very great, to be bereaved of so kind — so 
good a brother. He was likely to be an ornament to the 
whole family; but he is happier out of this troublesome 
world, where he enjoys everlasting felicity and hap- 
piness. I hope you will have fortitude to bear it, and 
not suffer it to injure your health; because your life is 
a most valuable one to such a family, and it behoves 
you to take great care of it. I wish I was near to you, 
to administer some comfort and consolation ; but you 
are not destitute of friends. By grieving overmuch you 
will do yourself a deal of harm : I know it by experience : 
those are best off who are not possessed of so feeling 
a heart. It was the will of the Almighty to take unto 
^im the dear creature ; and we must all submit, young 
as well as old, whenever he pleases to give the summons* 
It has hurt me very much in my old age, and I cannot 
reconcile it to myself: but lime will wear it off. 
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I pray God to bless and preserve you to your family, 
and that you will bear this sudden and unexpected 
sorrow with all the firmness you are able to gather and 
collect- 
Give my sincere love to Mrs. Oakley, and all the 
family. 

I remain, my ever dear Ben, 
Your most affectionate, but distressed and unhappy Father, 

RICHARD OAKLEY. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq, Tavistock Place. 

Tavistock House, November £6, 1615* 

Your loss, my dear friend, is irreparable; 
but, as I told you in the first moment of your affliction, 
you must rouse yourself to a just sense of the increased 
duties which it imposes on you. I have found in that 
thought, and in the exertion which it produced, my only 
relief from mental torture : and permit me to say, that 
my case was more grievous than yours, though I own 
that no real relief can be derived from comparison. But 
while I lost the inestimable mother of my infant family, 
you have not only the dear pledge of your faith pre- 
served to you, but your lovely and amiable daughtei^, 
all of an age, and endowed with qualities and accom- 
plishments, to soothe your sorrows, as well as to adorn 
every society into which they enter. Exert your facul- 
ties then, my dear sir, and be the brother to those dear 
and affectionate girls, as you have always been the kind 
and tender father. Be assured that it is only in occu- 
pation that you can find relief ; and it is as necessary to 



your healtli as it is to your peace of mind. Take this 
advice from the experience. 

My dear Sir, of your faithful Friend, 

JAMES PERRY. 



To JAMES PERRY, Esq. Tavistock House- 
No vember iai5, 
I AM satisfied there is bo affliction, however 
keen, which is not susceptible of mitigation when the 
tender balm of friendship is cordially applied. I will 
assume a philosophy, though I have it not/' I know, 
my dear sir, and I feel, that my situation bears no 
comparison to the Sad calamity which bereft you of the 
dear partner of your happiness^ and the amiable but 
premature angel, whose flight preceded her* O no! I 
cannot — will not complain. If I have been deficient in 
the great duty you so warmly urged, impute it to, and 
pity, my mental imbecility, I will be a brother to the 
dear sisters of my departed boy : I will continue to 
be a husband and a father also ; and I will, when the 
last sad duty is performed, rush into the busy world, 
and seek among its cares for that alleviation which 
Heaven, in its goodness, will not withhold- 

With the united love of all I hold dear, to yourself, 
your family, and dear Miss Bently, 

I rcuiaiii your affectionate Friend, 

B. O. 
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To JOHN SOANE, Esq. Lincoln's Inn Fields, 

MY DEAR Sm, December 1, 1815. 

Affliction we know to be the lot of man: 
I have felt it in the extreme, and can sympathize with 
you upon your recent loss. As I have found great con- 
solation in the solicitude of my friends, I am sure that I 
cannot offer my condolence to you, but in the satisfaction 
that it will be cordially received. 

Our friend, Mr. Perry, gave me good advice. I will 
not withhold it from you. Rouse yourself then, my 
dear sir, and seek in business, among its anxious cares, 
for that relief which is denied to sedentary grief. I 
have done so, and I am better. " Go thou then, and 
do likewise/' It is the will of Heaven that we should 
feel distress ; and it is our duty to submit. 

Yours very afiectionately, 

B. O. 



To B, OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 
DEAR BEN, Serjeant'^ Inn, December 9, iei5. 

On my return to town just now, after a 
fortnight's absence, I found your kind but unwelcome 
summons to accompany the remains of your late interest- 
ing and increasingly useful son. Unwelcome have I 
said ? It is so, not because I should have hesitated to 
have complied with your wishes, but for the occasion 
itself* I read, with equal surprise as regret, the account 
of his departure from us all ; the one feeling arising from 
the health and vivacity in which he appeared to me. 



when we last and lately met by accident ; and the other 
proceeding from the irreparable void which you (parti- 
cularly,) and your luiitcd family must for ever expe- 
rience* 1 little thought to have witnessed the observation 
of the great Burke exemplified in you, when he lost his 
son — (but it was his only child!)—*' I live in an inverted 
order : he who should have succeeded me is gone before 
me." There is therefore this great difference between 
you : he had no one left to console him ; you have every 
thing else remaining to comfort you ! A tender and 
affectionate wife, your earliest attachment, and a rising 
family^ nurtured, and educated, and living in, as well as 
knowing how to appreciate, the inestimable advantages 
f a happy family. In these possessions and prospects 
I hope that you will dwell serenely, and know, that to 
repine, however keenly you must feel your privation, 
cannot regain your once valued treasure, but will only 
tend unnecessarily and unavailing! y to diminish the 
enjoyments in store for you. I am unable to speak 
adequately on this subject, not being exactly in your 
situation ; but I know well what it was to love a father. 
Think therefore only, if your wife and children were 
deprived of you, what a deep and irretrievable shock 
that would be ! Identify these remarks with the sin- 
cerity and best wishes of 

YouTB ever, 

R. G. THOMAS. 



To REES GORING THOMAS, Esq. Tooting Lodge. 

DEAR REES, December 4, 1815* 

I THANK you for your condolence upon the 
loss of nay *' interesting and increasingly useful son*" 
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He was a boy of such matchless worth, such unshaken 
constancy in his efforts to assist me — such boundless 
attachment to his mother, his sisters, and myself; and 
possessing the confidence and regard of every friend I 
have — that the irreparable void " his death has occa- 
sioned, (and to me particularly), is beyond a father^s 
power to describe. We " live in an inverted order '* 
indeed : he should have succeeded me ; but he is goTO 
before me. He has reached the haven where his anchcHr 
of immutability takes its hold, and where in the heaven 
of heavens I hope to meet him again. He was my friend, 
my companion — the very helm that would have steered 
my now declining bark through the rugged waves of 
this stormy world. I know it is my duty not to repine ; 
but to submit. We are but tenants' at the will of the 
great Architect of the universe ; and when his summons 
comes^ we must obey. 

" Alas! nor genius, innocence, nor truth, 
Can in the bosom stay the fleeting breath; 
Nor all the winning charms of blooming youth 
Subdue thy flinty heart — obdurate Death ! " 

My wife, sweet soother of my cares," and our 
yet remaining offspring, (Heaven preserve them !) are 
consolatory blessings still in store ; and the general 
sympathy of my kind friends ought to, and certainly 
does, excite an alleviation of my suflFerings. Remember 
me, and all of us, affectionately, to dear Mrs. Thomas 
and the children ; and believe me to be 



Yours always, 

B. O. 



To OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 



MY DEAR SIR, Sun Office, lit, Stmtid, December 4, 1815. 

I TRU&Tj that though my condoleraents under 
the heavy loss which your family has sustained, are not 
early, they are not the less sincere* The truth is, that I 
think an early intrusion is rather officiousness than sym- 
pathy • I cannot presume to offer common-place topics 
to you, as yonr own good sense and reflection will 
suggest all that can be said on so melancholy a subject. 
Mrs. Taylor, who is now in Scotland, expresses deep 
regret at so unexpected and so very mournful an event. 
Yours can be no common sorrow, because your loss is 
not a common one* The consideration that a most 
amiable object is released from all the vicissitudes of 
a bad world, moral and physical ; and the reflection 
that grief is utterly unavailing, and only disqualifies 
those who indulge it too much for the business and the 
duties of life ; will, I hope, tend to calm your mind» and 
supply you with fortitude, 1 shall leave this letter 
myself, in the hope to hear that you and your family 
are, in some degree, reconciled to an irretrievable mis- 
fortune ; and am, my dear sir, with sincere and heart-felt 
respects to your agreeable lady and family. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN TAYLOR. 



To JOHN TAYLOR, Esq* Sun Office, Stranj>. 

December 4^ 1315. 

Sympathy, the soul of friendship, is the 
best cordial to a wounded heart: but yours, my kind 



> although intended to heal, is of so affect ionate a 
nature, as almost to excoriate the heart it was meant 
to cure. But I thank you — doubly thank you. Mine 
is, as yon observe, not a common sorrow : yours is 
not a common commiseration. Again, I thank you ; 
and pray thank dear Mrs. Taylor for me. 

Heaven preserve to you your dear boy* God bless 

B. O, 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 

Tavbtock Place, DecfttiiWr 7, iai5* 

If I have not, my good sir, before this, 
expressed my sense of your almost irreparable loss, iu 
an epistolary way, it arose not from a want of under- 
standing the ea^tefit of that loss; but from a too acute 
sense of your agonized feelings to know in what lan- 
guage to clothe my ideas, so as to give as little pain as 
possible, in my retrospection, to a heart so truly OTrer- 
charged with grief. The interesting, richly endowed, 
and universally beloved object we ali lament, your 
idolized boy, had too fast hold of your warmest aifections 
not to have inflicted a wound which time alone can 
completely/ heal; but which, I trust, will be considerably 
assisted by your inoffensive and sympathising family. 

To a heart such as yours, fraught with every generous 
and noble feeling, the tears of sorrowing innocence cannot 
flow without drawing from you an effort, at least, to alle- 
viate their distress. To you alone, my kind sir, do they 
look for consolation : they watch your every look, sigh 
when 1/ou sigh, weep when ^ou weep, smile when ^ou 
smile: indeed, in your individual self is locked up 



their every comforti their every hope and happiness on 
earth. Discharge then this sacred, this precious trust 
committed to your care by the all -wise Disposer of 
events, and try to soften unavailing regrets for your 
almost matchless boy. 

That the Almighty may enable yon to do this, shall 
be the constant and fervent prayer of, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours most sincerely, 

MARY BRITTON. 



to Mrs. BRITTON, Tavistock Place. 

The kind, affectionate attention you have, 
\ny dear madam, shown to my family and myself, upoa 
thfe late melancholy occasion, cannot be effaced from our 
minds. It carried with it the sincerity of true regard : 
it showed, at the same time, a heart of pity, and dealt 
out to hearts " overcharged with grief* the softening 
balm of honest friendship. But, alas ! I feel, and indeed 
« all feel, that time alone can heal " the desperately 
iniicted wound which Heaven (perhaps in mercy,) has 
thought fit to visit us with. 

Mine is a peculiarly agonizing pang : it has, in a 
measure, ripped from ray side an identified part of me, 
which for seventeen years has grown, amalgamated, and 
become an integral part of my very self. Judge, then, how 
mighty must be the " effort^' to suppress the sigh — the 
tear — and the still greater effort to excite the smile. 

But the tears of sorrowing innocence have not been 
unavailing* They alleviate when they distress; and, like 



130 



the desperate incision of the knife, perforate to relieve. 
They have served to rouse " my better part of man," to 
" assume a virtue though I have it not." 

Your sympathetic condolences, your personal atten- 
tions, and the sacrifice of your own comforts, in parti- 
cipating in the united distresses of my family, we cannot 
but cherish with the warmest remembrance; and the 
generous attention of your worthy, virtuous husband, 
will ever have a seat nearest my heart. 

Of my poor departed Benjamin, all I shall say is, — 
Think what a boy should be, and he was that. 

Your sincere Friend, 

B. O. 



To B. OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place. 
MY DEAK SIR, Austin Friars, December 9, 1815. 

Judging trom what my feelings would be 
from such a distressing event as you have lately expe- 
rienced, I have been restrained from waiting on you in 
person, merely to oflFer you the compliments of sympathy 
and condolence usual on those melancholy occasions; 
because I know, that however sincerely tendered, they 
are, to susceptible minds, more likely to lacerate than 
heal such acute wounds ; and because I know your own 
good sense will dictate to you, that from philosophy and 
the lenient hand of time alone an effectual cure is to 
be derived. 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Most sincerely yours, 

JOS. GARLAND. 



To JOSEPH OAKLAND, Esq. Austin Friars. 



MY KIND SIR, Ropl Exchange, December 9, 1815. 

I AM almost overpowered by your friendly 
ndolence iipoii the loss of my ever to be lamented 
ear boy. Your knowledge of his worth, his acquire- 
ents and attentions, of which you have often been 
witness, have naturally excited a sympathy most natural 
in a breast like yours. Accept then, my dear sir, my 
best thanks for this fresh instance of your sincerity and 
friendship, and believe me to be 



Your most grateful Friend and Servant, 



B, O. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY. Esq- Tavistock Place. 



■ To Bl 

MY DEAR SIR, Fenchurch Street, December 9, 1815, 

On my return from the country I received 
the melancholy intelligence of your recent domestic 
calamity, and should have waited upon you to express 
my condolence on this mournful occasion ; but felt, 
that for tne to attempt to offer consolation to the 
wounded feelings of an affectionate father, would be 
as imperlinent as useless. I assure you, however, my 
dear sir, that the friendship and politeness which I expe- 
rienced (when a stranger) from you and your family, 
made such an impression upon my heart as calls for 
my liveliest sympathy under this heavy affliction; and 
as soon as the violence of your feelings may have a little 
abated, 1 shall have the pleasure of personally assuring 
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you that I am, what I now have only the honour 
of subscribing myself. 

Your obedient Servant and sincere Friend, 

CHARLES PEARSON. 



To CHARLES PEARSON, Esq. St. Heleks. 
MY GOOD SIR, December 10, 1815. 

Your very friendly sympathy and kind 
inquiry (not impertinent nor useless,) sits near my heart. 
If I have shown attention to a stranger, how am I now 
rewarded by your solicitude and condolence ! and how 
grateful to the wounded feelings of an affectionate 
father " is the cordial draught of honest friendship, when 
seasonably applied ! 

Accept then, my dear sir^ the assurance of my best 
regards ; and permit me to hope, that friendship, such as 
yours, may ripen into closer intimacy with 

Your very obliged Servant, 

B. O. 



To Mb. TODD, Hull. 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exchange, December 19, 1815. 

The recollection of the happy day I passed 
with you and your amiable lady, is not obliterated even 
by the dreadful calamity which has clouded my domestic 
circle. You have, no doubt, heard of the loss I have 
sustained in the death of my dear son — a boy just 
ripening into manhood, in whom I had cherished the 



fond hope of many bright prospects and happy days: 
one, whose exemplary conduct, affectionate attachment, 
and assiduity in business, has left an irreparable void, 
which only a lapse of nine years can supply, in the 
person of his little brother, now only eight years old. 
You, as a father, can feel what anguish a parent must 
have felt, in having snatched from his arms such a 
treasure as 1 have lost ; precipitated, in two short days, 
from blooming youth into the dreary confines of the 
grave. But as he was virtuous and good, he must be 
happy. It was Heavens will, and I feel it my duty 
to submit. 

May you and Mrs- Todd long enjoy uninterrupted 
happiness r but arm yourselves, at the same time, to 
bear, with pious feeling, those dispensations of Pro- 
vidence which the all-wise Ruier of events thinks fit 
to impose upon us. 

I beg you will remember me kindly to good Mrs. 
Todd, and add also the regards of Mrs. Oakley* 



With sincere wishes for your happiness, 

I remain, my dear Sir, yours tmlyi 

B, O, 

To Mrs. GEORGE OAKLEY, Bond Street. 



I MY DEAR SISTER, Tavbtock Pkce, December 15, iai5. 

Hp Amidst the sufferiDgs of an agonized mind, 

^ convulsed with feelings too acute to be described, I have 
not forgotten that affectionate solicitude, attention » and 
amiable soothings, you so tenderly manifested to Mrs, 
Oakley, the children, and myself, in the moment of 
our severest affliction. We are, indeed, and ever shall 



be, impressed with sincere gratitude for your matchless 
feeling, your true and ever to be cherished love and 
mental sympathy. And here let me express my deep- 
felt regard to the best of brothers, for his identi6ca- 
tion of my sufferings in the gloomy gulf of woe, which 
Heaven has thought fit to plunge me in. His grief and 
honest distress — his tender arrangements of the last sad 
duties, will always be in my liveliest recollection. 

My poor dear boy, gifted beyond bis years — warm 
in attachment —vigorous in intellect — unceasingly soli- 
citous to promote ray interest and relieve my cares; 
how can I too fondly think of such worth I — how can I 
too emphatically express my regrets ! Every hour^ 
every minute, brings to my remembrance his dear, dear 
image • But he is gone ! He is the precursor to that 
seat of bliss, where I hope we shall meet again, and 
where happiness Is permanent and substantial. 

A small token, which may occasionally awaken your 
sensibility of departed excellence, will, I hope, not be 
unacceptable to you. I shall consider it a fresh mark of 
your esteem, if you will do me the favour to wear it: 
also I have to request of you to distribute poor Ben- 
jamin's little wardrobe where you think it deserving. If 
my nephew can be divested of pride, he may wear 
them ; and tell him, he who once wore them had no 
pride, but that of obedience to those whose interests it 
was his duty and his delight to attend to. 

May you and ray brother long, very long, enjoy the 
sweet society of your dear girls ; and may your chain of 
comfort long, very long, remain unbroken ! 

Your affectionate Friend and Brother, 



To Mr. RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly, 

MY DEAR FATHER, Tavistock Place, December afi, laiS. 

The shock occasioned by the dreadfully 
severe calamity which has visited me, in the death of 
my ever to be lamented dear boy, you can more easily 
conceive than the father of such a boy can attempt to 
describe. 

In Benjamin were centred my best hopes of earthly 
comfort — in him were also centred the treasure of friend- 
ship from friend to friend — iir him my prospects of 
relaxation rested — and to him I looked as the protector 
of his mother, his sisters, and bis infant brother. Such a 
friend, so deservedly esteemed, so deservedly possessing 
the confidence of all who knew him — so rich in intellect 
— so warm in affection and attachment — so animated in 
conversation — and so abundantly gifted to ornament his 
family, and promote their interests! Such — such a son ! 
O ! the irretrievable loss ! It is such a shock — such a 
blank, which the veil of nature and of time can alone 
obliterate from feelings such as mine! Alas! youth and 
age must bend to the unsearchable ways and decrees 
of the Divine Power! It is not for us to question, but to 
submit. 

Slowly recovering from domestic woe, another grief 
has arisen which has plunged us into further distress, 
and again rips up the wound yet scarcely healed. 
Within this hour the melancholy intelligence has reached 
me of the dangerous illness of poor Captain Butcher. 
Deprived of him, as there is much reason to fear, I shall 
lose a friend, the most worthy, the most sincere, and the 
best hearted companion of my early life ; one whose 
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loss cannot (except to an affectionate sister) be more 
severely regretted than by myself. I shall leave town 
to-morrow for Winchester, where he is with his regi- 
ment; but, from the account transmitted to me, I fear 
I shall not see him alive. 

Your little present came to us yesterday ; for which 
we thank you. This usually festive season will be to 
mt a melancholy one. I cannot say more — only to wish 
you every earthly comfort that can be open to you. 

I could not answer your kind condoling letter at the 
time I received it ; but now beg you to accept my best 
thanks for it ; and to believe me 

Your true, but afflicted Son, 

B. O. 



The following respectful Announcement was itiserted by Mr. Pbrmy 
in the Morning Chronicle of November 22, 1816. 

Died, yesterday morning, at the house of his father, in 
Tavistock Place, Mr. Benjamin Oakley, eldest son of Benjamm 
Oakley, Esq. This most promising youth was carried off by an 
inflammation in the bowels, in the eighteenth year of his age. 
His attainments, gentleness of temper, ability, and diligence* 
procured him the esteem of all who knew him; and they make 
his sudden and early death an irreparable loss to his inconsolable 
parents, sifters, and frienda. 



The following friendly Remembrance to departed Worth, toritten by 
Mr. Britton, appeared in t/ie Supplement to Volume LXXXV. 
of the Gentleman's Magazine. 

November 21, aged 17, of an inflamrifction in his bowels, 
Benjamin Oakley, jun. son of Benjamin Oakley, stock broker, 
of Tavistock Place, London. After receiving a liberal education 
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at Uie Charter House, he was taken by hb father into btisitiess ; 
and on all occasions was distini^uijihed by quickness of intellect, 
strict punctuality, acuteness of thought, and strength of memary. 
These qualities naturally endeared him to aa affectionate father, 
to whom he had become, although in years a child, the con- 
fidential Jriend and (mociaie. Thus, m the hours of business 
he was a most useful assistant to his parents, and in the evening 
of relaxation was a rational and intelligent companioo. He 
eagerly sought the company and conversation of men of science 
and intellect, who were frequently seen around his father'^ 
hospitable board. Had such a youth beeo spared p he would 
have proved an invaluable blessing to his now afflicted family, 
and a distinguished ornament to society. 



To BENJAMIN OAKLEY, Esq. Tavistock Place, 
I SIR, Winchester, December 28, 1815. 

I Althoogh from ray letter to you of y ester- 

day s date, you might have some reason to expect it, yet 
I did not think I should have so soon to announce the 
death of Captain Butcher : he died at two odock this 
morning. He got gradually better in the course of 
yesterday^ and about one this morning sent for me. I 
immediately went to him, but found him quite insensible ; 

I and I was present when he went oft^ at the above time, 
1 have given the necessary directions respecting his 

I funeral. You will most probably be down here as soon 
after the receipt of this letter as you can, as you must 

J be aware, from his state, he cannot remain long unburied. 

I Should you, however, be prevented coming down, I will 

i take care that every thing shall be arranged as respect- 
ably and economically as possible. 1 have taken charge 

I of all his papers, ftc. and have informed Government 
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with respect to the public documents/ which we must 
set about and get arranged with as little delay as pos- 
sible. The surgeon informs me, that Sunday is the 
latest day he can be kept; therefore before that day I 
shall expect to see or hear from you. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

THOMAS CARNIE, 

LIEUT. COL. 6th foot. 



To JAMES PERRY, Esq. Tavistock House. 

Tavistock Place, S9th December, 1815. 

At Winchester, on the 28th instant, died Captain Butcher, 
Paymaster of the Second Battalion of the 6th Foot ; a gentleman 
respected and esteemed by all who knew him — one whom the 
breath of calumny has never tainted:" social, honest, and sin- 
cere; and one in whom the elements of every virtue centred, 
to give the world assurance of a man." 

MY DEAR SIR, 

Permit me to indulge my feelings, in a 
true eulogium to departed worth, and to request your 
insertion of the above in your paper. This most sudden 
shock, communicated to me this morning, has plunged 
Mrs. Oakley, myself, and family, into an affliction which 
excoriates the still bleeding wound caused by a most 
distressing event. God knows we have had enough to 
buffet with. 

I set off to-morrow for Winchester, to discharge the 
last office of friendship to dear Butcher. 

Yours ever and truly, 

B. O. 
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MY DEAREST HANNAU, Winchester, Januar^v t, I8lfl, 

The last sad duty has been performed ; it 
was a spectacle sad and solemn indeed ; my feelings are 
too acute to describe it: yet, amidst the general sympathy 
of his brother officers, and almost the whole population 
of this city, I have felt a consolatory impression that I 
have been both a principal in, and witness of, the affect- 
ing ceremony, I do not exaggerate when I say, that 
three thousand persons can bear testimony to the anguish 
of my heart : it was a feeling not to be suppressed ; and 
it was a feeling, at the time, completely abstracted from 
the recollection of past afflictions. Not only the officers 
of his regiment, but every officer in the garrison, car- 
ries on his arm the badge of attachment and respect to 
your dear lamented brother. Let not this recital awaken 
your regrets too keenly, but rather let it compose your 
mind to resignation. 

The most respectful acknowledgments I could make 
to the officers of the regiment, was to ask them to dine 
with me : I expect them at five o clock • 

I yesterday was introduced to the physician who 
attended your brother. Every thing which could be 
done, was done* 

In the evening, after the officers retired, the effusion 
of my heart was expressed as follows ; — 

ON MY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER, 
CAPTAIN JOHN BUTCHER, 

All that was social^ genVous, and free, 
WaB center' d| dearest Jack, in thee : 
Thy manly heart, to friendship warmj 
Was free fiom vice^ was free from harm: 
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have a personal knowledge of), but without any express 
order from you : I will therefore thank you to give me 
your authority for so doing. 

Give me leave to ask, madam, what affinity of rela- 
tionship there is between you and my late uncle, Mr. 
Toldervy ? I have some faint recollection that you once 
possessed the same name : whether or no, I cannot but 
hold in esteem any of his friends. Have you not also 
a sister ? and does she not reside at Cleobury with 
yourself ? 

Perhaps you seldom visit the capital; but if you 
should, I shall be most happy to introduce you to Mrs. 
Oakley and my daughters. We have lately been, and 
still are, under great affliction for the loss of a dear and 
estimable son, at the ripening age of seventeen years; 
and still more recently for the death of Captain Butcher, 
the only brother and relative of Mrs. Oakley; a man 
of excellent worth and character, and my dearest friend 
and acquaintance for thirty years. Until now I have 
not known what domestic affliction is : still, (though I 
cannot smother the recollection of departed worth,) I 
have blessings, in the hope and prospect of seeing eight 
amiable girls, and a little boy, rising progressively into 
the notice, affection, and regard of all who know them, 
and who now form an agreeable society around my 
own table. 

I have involuntarily introduced you to my family, 
and shall be proud to have it personally conjQrmed. I 
have had an excessive deal of trouble in the winding 
up of my uncle's concerns. There is a property at 
Cleobury, for which I have been in advance to the 
legatees, under my uncle's will, since his death ; and 
when it will be settled the lawyers only know; for I 
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cannot move a step in the business^ it is so (or made 
so) very intricate. 

Believe me to bej MadocDj 

Your obedient Servant, 

B. O, 

To RICHARD MASSEY. Esq, Chester, 
MY DEAR SIR, Rojal Exchange, January 23, 1816. 

I AM glad to find that you have arrived safe 
at Chester, with the prospect of returning health : be 
assured, my dear sir, that it will afford me pleasure, 
at all times, to hear that you possess that inestimable 
treasure, without which society is a perfect blank. 

1 am myself very unwell, and have been so for the 
last ten days, and have a sick house to boot; Richard 
and Fanny being laid down with the measles. 

I am very well pleased to find you were disappointed 
at the fight ; and should have been glad if you had got 
your lickings for patronizing such an abominable, brutal, 
and ungentlemanly custom. 

On the day you left town Mr. Todd left his card 
in Tavistock Place ; but I have not seen him : and 
inquiring on Saturday at his hotel, was informed he left 
town a tew days after his arrival. 

If I showed you any attentions when in London, 
it was because I thought you deserved them. First 
impressions stick fast to me; and I am proud in the 
recollection, that my Harrogate trip brought to my 
acquaintance a gentleman who is susceptible of atten- 
tions. 

You have lost a great treat, in not seeing Kean in 
Sir Giles Overreach: it is one of the most splendid 



144 



efforts of his power; and which has riveted and con^ 
firmed the public opinion, and fixed the seal rof general 
approbation upon him. 

I am now writing at my office, but with the assurance 
that I may convey to you the best wishes of Mrs. Oakley 
and the girls, for your happiness, to which are added 
those of 

Your sincere Friend, 
B, O. 

to STRATFORD ROBINSON, Esq. Secretary, 8ic* fcc^ 
Prince of Wales^s Lodge. 
DEAR SIRi Tavistock Place, April S, 1816. ^ 

I BEG leave to send you a draft for my 
subscription to the Prince of Wales's Lodge, in discharge 
of the claim which I believe stands against me, for the 
present year. I have it so little in my power to attend 
the meetings, that I must request you will oflTer my 
resignation to the Right Worshipful Master, with my 
cordial good wishes for the prosperity of the Lodge, and 
my respectful remembrances to the worthy members 
thereof. 

Believe me, I feel a poignant regret that I am under 
the necessity of adopting this resolution. 

Most truly, and very sincerely yours, 

B. O. 



To RICHARD MASSEY, Esq. 

My dear sir, Tavistock Place, AprQ T, 181^. 

Mr. Kilby called on me this mornings 
turned over some books, and staid with me about two 



hours. He showed me an effort of his muse, a short 
poem on the ' Horses of Lysippus/ which he intends 
offering at Oxford for the prize. It is very good, and has 
many poetical beauties. 

How do you go on with your improvements ? I wish 
for something of the same sort, to remove the gloom 
which still hangs over me : indeed, I am looking about 
for a small cottage near town, where I can fill up the 
summer months. Alas ! our projected jaunt has now 
vanished from me ! But for a severe domestic calamity, 
how happily could we have travelled together, and 
revived the recollection of our first meeting! Then I 
was most happy — now " a heavy melancholy overclouds 
my spirits/* and " my imagination is filled with ghastly 
forms of dreary graves, " Time, which in general spreads 
oblivion over our sorrows, seems but to quicken in me 
more poignant regret for the heavy calamity which has 
befallen me* O Massey ! you once told me you had no 
relation — no friend ! Think of the union of those words ! 
and think what loss I have sustained in the death of my 
dear darling boy ! 

I congratulate you on the abolition of the Income 
Tax : it has occasioned a general joy with us, not only 
on account of its obnoxious and inquisitorial power, but 
because in its death is smothered a dangerous engine in 
the hands of wicked ministers ; which, had it continued, 
would have destroyed the constitution and the liberties 
of the country. 

Accept my best affection and regard. 
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To Mr. JOSEPH POOL, of Liverpool. 

SIR, Royal Exchange^ July 10, 1816. 

In acquittance of my obligation to you, I 
send you an order upon my hatter, for a hat I lost to 
you, upon an honourable pledge of a wager. It is a 
principle with me to discharge engagements of this 
nature, which I have been taught to hold sacred. 

The foul and opprobrious epithet of " villain," which 
you honoured me with yesterday, as it came from the 
mouth of a low-bred man, I consider in no other light 
than an irritability emanating from a base mind. My 
character stands too high to be wounded by such malig- 
nant slander. Had the epithet been thrown at me by a 
gentleman^ it would have given me pain, and should have 
met with gentlemanly correction : but such grossness 
could only be punished by the summary means I took 
of turning you out of my oflSce, where I command you 
never to set your foot again, unless it be to discharge the 
honourable debt you have incurred in the names of 
Michael and Joseph Pool. 

B. O. 



To RICHARD TODD, Esq. Hull. 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exchange, July 11, 1816. 

I HARDLY know how to express my concern 
at the unfortunate mistake which has occurred. Had 
your letter of November, which you allude to, reached 
my hands, it would not have happened ; but it never 
did : and having heard of your being previously in town, 
and not calling upon me, I confess I felt much hurt; 



147 



and, in an angry moment, mentioned a circumstance 
which it never was my intention to speak of : for, I do 
assure you, the lively recollection I have of the very 
pleasant tour we took, put pecuniary obligation quite 
in the opposite scale^ and made ma very much your 
debtor, for the kindness and the readiness you mani- 
fested, in giving me yonr good company. You must 
therefore do me the favour to receive the enclosed 
back again, and oblige me by considering, that we are 
now, as we were when we parted at Harrogate, two 
warm, generous, and candid friends, and that complete 
oblivion spreads her curtain over this very unfortunate 
affair. 

The excellent hearted Massey has lately passed with 
me some happy days. He left town about a fortnight 
since, and is shortly to be married to a young lady 
at Chester. 

I have taken up the pencil, and have just finished 
two very laborious pictures, which has tended to relieve 
my mind from the dreadful cloud which has obscured it 
for the last seven months. I ride on horseback, which 
has done me good, and I begin to feel much better. 

Pray offer my best regards to your worthy father 
and mother, and 

Believe me to be, wiUi all friendship. 
Most truly yours, 

B. O. 



To RICHARD MASSEY, Esq. CuEflTEit. 
MY DEAE SIR^ Hovol E*«hange, July It, 1816. 

Whenever you do wrong, it is perfectly 
right to own it, and make an early apology ; but apo- 



logies from you are not likely often to take place, except 
in the instance you mention, viz. for not having long 
ere now" returned thanks for my attention to you : but 
*' when a man has not a steady mind/' it is perhaps 
excusable ; and I freely pardon you. 

The best advice I can give you, is to remain a good, 
honest fellow, which I sincerely think you are ; and if I 
had not thought so, I should not have given you more 
attention than is common to the passing stranger: but 
aB you are going to be married, perhaps I may presume 
to oflFer yon a few observations arising out of twenty-six 
years' experience. 

First of all, you must love your wife, or must not 
expect she will love you* You must not, in the glow 
of revelry and hilarity among your friends and field 
acquaintance, forget that she has a strong claim to that 
flow of spirits which are too often lavished over the 
bottle, when the best spirits of man evaporate in the 
noisy society of bons-vivanis^ usually termed friends. 
You will be sure to have one friend ; and that is as 
much as falls to the lot of man, and is generally found 
to rest in the bosom of a wife. When I shall hear 
you say you prefer home to any other place, I shall 
conclude that you have within your grasp those com- 
forts which are the most solid of any to be found in 
the very precarious tenure which life affords. 

I profess to have warm Iriendships, when they are 
excited by honest and unassuming worth; and, without 
hesitation, pronounce, that I have in you invested the 
best attachment that can emanate from my best feelings : 
and most sincerely do I hope, that your anticipated 
change of life will be realized by every enjoyment that 
integrity, worth, and character, like yours, deserve, I 



would have you, by all means, avoid a too great error, 
foo often indulged in — ostentation and display in esta- 
blishments. If you wish domestic quiet, calculate how 
mucli may be gained by few servantSj and how much 
may be lost by having superfluous ones ; and be sure to 
be cautious of what are called confidential ones. Look 
io things tfourself^ and do not think it a degradation to be 
careful. 

If you observe this advice, you will deserve the 
esteem^ and may command the friendship of 



To RICHARD TODD, Esq, Hull. 
MY DEAR SI R, Rojal Exchange, July 19, 1815, 

I AM extremely gratified by the receipt of 
your kind letter, and most cordially acquiesce in your 
liberal intention of appropriating to a charitable use 
the little balance between us, which I understand is 
somewhere about £1 ; but as you are minus so much, 
I do not sea any reason why you should be profuse in 
increasing it in an unnecessary degree. If I may be 
allowed to suggest to you where it should be applied, 
I think your noble Infirmary (which I had the pleasure 
of seeing with Mr, Cross^) a fit and proper object for 
your charitable intention ; but if any distressed family, 
or any other institution, is nearer in your regard, pray 
exercise your best discretion, and you are sure to me 
it will be satisfactory* 

This day brings to mind awful reflections. Fifty 
years ago, the kindest and the worthiest of mothers 
felt the pains of childbirth, in ushering into the world 
him who now addresses you. Her exemplary conduct. 
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if I can but imitate, I may be content to retire with from 
this scene of fluctuating comforts, to those of more 
substantial form, and where the re-animated spirit may 
associate with her in unfading happiness. My poor 
boy too — but 1 cannot go on. 

Yours ever, 

B. O. 



To THE Right Hon. the SECRETARY at WAR. 
SIR, Tavistock Place, August 2, 1816. 

In consequence of the accounts of the late 
Captain Butcher, Paymaster of the Second Battalion of 
the 6th Foot, having been finally adjusted to 24th 
December, 1816, the period of the reduction of the 
battalion, and the amount of the final decisions of the 
disallowances to that period having been paid into the 
hands of Messrs. Greenwood and Cox ; I request the 
bond, of which I am the only surviving surety, may 
be delivered up. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, &c. 

B. O. 



To THE Right Hon. the SECRETARY at WAR. 

SIR, Tavistock Place, August 30, 1816. 

I SHOULD not have written for the surrender 
of my bond, in favour of my late brother. Captain 
Butcher, had I not been told by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Camie, that the accounts were made up and acknow- 
ledged to the 24th of December, 1815. If there is any 
thing unadjusted, I beg to have it stafed, as I am desirous 
to have it settled. 



I am at a loss to know why the discount money due 
to Captain Butcher, when a prisoner in France, was not 
allowed, as I have been given to understand, in similar 
cases, the claims have been admitted. No reason was 
assigned to me which bore upon the subject of the claim ; 
and, as 1 distinctly stated that Captain Butcher had 
leave from his commanding officer, I did expect to be 
upon the same footing with those who were circum* 
stanced as my brother was. I did not, when I made 
the application^ urge it on the score of my own services 
and exertions in the cause of my country; or I could 
have mentioned^ that I raised, and had the honour to 
command, the Loyal Tooting Volunteers, which was 
accompanied by great sacrifice of time and pecuniary 
advances, to the amount of several hundreds of pounds. 
However, I have a satisfaction in that equivalent to 
my exertions — the approbation repeatedly expressed of 
its being the first corps trained and /Z/ to join the troops 
of the line. I hope I may be pardoned for the mention 
of that, which I should not have done had the fair and 
just claim of Captain Butcher been allowed, or, at leasts 
a reason given why it was not. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, &c. 



To Mr. SOUTHCOTE, 

Mft. Oakley begs to return to Mn South- 
cote " Spurzheims Analysis of the Brain/* 

Mr. Oakley has discovered, among the excellences 
of that comphcated structure, many imperfections which 



perhaps have escaped the sagacity of Mr, Southcote: 
but as Mr, Oakley *s penetration does not extend to a 
perfect development of the sensibility which emanates 
from the brain, he will only presume to remark upon 
its superficial bearings, inasmuch as it affects the 
heart. 

The perfect brain gives consistency to the head, the 
heart, and the soul of man ; and God» in the image he 
has made, has given to himself a resemblance in human 
form : but it is only human, inasmuch as it is subject to 
corruption. Although the brain, the head, and the heart 
be corrupt, yet still the soul exists ; and, when we have 
shuffled off this mortal coil," lives in the delight or 
sorrow which arises from the contemplation of those 
component parts of corruption having done their duty. 
Such is the impression Mr, Oakley feels arising from 
the structure of the perfect brain* 

The imperfect one has different features : in it may 
be discovered shallowness of intellect, deceit, false pro- 
misesj attentions which are only meant to deceive — 
professions without meaning, ilUberality with ingrati- 
tude, imbecility with meanness, and contemptible igno- 
rance and pride, with self-sufficiency and coxconiical 
presumption, Lavater, whose knowledge in physi- 
ognomy goes farther than that of Spurzheim, has mixed 
up all those imperfections, and finds them united in the 
head of an idiot ; in which he traces the resemblance of 
the monkey, the bull, and the goat. In the first and 
last he probably may be right ; but in the noble animal, 
the bull, he does not seem duly to appreciate his lofti- 
ness of character, the grandeur of his mien, his majestic 
form, and undaunted courage \ and altogether loses 
sight of the attachment to the feminine sax, which 



arises fmm the sympathy of love when commanded by 
dignity, 

SpurzUeim maintains, that in the brain may be seen 
indications of natural bad qualities, Mr. Oakley thinks 
otherw ise, and that all beings are, by the Creator, made 
perfect (some few instances excepted), and that imper- 
fections grow from the cradle, and are too often found to 
imbibe pernicious matter from the poisonous instructions 
of the weak, illiterate, and ill-bred gossips, by whom 
they are fostered and ushered into the world- 

Upon the whole, both entertainment and instruction 
may be derived from Spurzheim's book. Mr. Oakley 
has had much amusement in perusing it, and requests 
Mr, Southcote to accept his best thanks for having 
indulged him with it so long, and to accept his apologies 
for not having returned it sooner. 



To Messus, MOORE anb Co. Nottingham. 

G EN TIEM EN, Uoyal E*chan|e> December 1016, 

The city is at this moment thrown into 
great consternation : an outrageous mob, with fire-arms, 
preceded by a red flag, have suddenly made their appear- 
ance in Cornhill. I have just learnt that some of the ring- 
leaders have been seized^ and that by the active vigilance 
of the magistracy they are dispersing. Still every thing 
wears a terrific aspect : the mihtary are parading at the 
Bank, and the Exchange is guarded — all shops shut up ; 
and some, where fire-arms were deposited, have been 
broken open, and the arms forcibly taken away : it is 
reported some lives are lost. The citizens are flocking 
to the Mansion House to be sworn in constables. This 
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riot is supposed to have emanated from the Spafields 
meeting* but by the vigour displayed by the mayor, 
and supported as he is by the military* I do not 
apprehend further mischief. 

A very slight depression in the funds — Consols 



I remain. Gentlemen, 8lc. 



B. O, 



To W. H. SMITH, Esq, Mablebon Place. 
DEAR SIR, Tavistock PIac«, DecemWr 15, 1816, 

1 HAD last night a conversation with Mr. 
Flack, of the Russell Institution, touching the use of two 
rooms in that building, which, with the approbation of 
the committee, would be excellently adapted for the 
purpose of holding our meetings, I took the liberty to 
request he would suggest it to the committee ; and I 
think, when the subject has been mentioned, if Mr, 
Hathorn, yourself, and the respectable gentlemen whom 
I had the honour to meet a few nights since, were to 
address the committee upon the subject, that it would 
produce, if not a gratuitous offer of the use of them, 
some attention in a pecuniary way. 

There is a committee room and lecture room, with a 
private access to them leading from Little Coram Street, 
a communication that would not interfere at all with the 
establishment, I throw out this hint for your better 
consideration, and beg to assure you of my zeal for the 
perfecting of our infant Institution, as also that 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 



To TUB EDITOR OF the MORNING CHRONICLE, 
vpos THE Finances of the CouNTitY, 

SIE^ Rojal Exchnngej January 20, 1817* 

The embarrassed situation of our finances 
seems to occupy the attention of every description of 
persons. 

The revenue statements, which were used to be 
considered intricate, are now beginning to be under- 
stood by the public, and are looked into with as much 
avidity as the accounts of revolutions, battles, and the 
dismemberment of empires. Distress is so general, and 
the examination of bankrupts' estates so much gone into, 
that persons of almost every class in society become 
familiar with the most intricate accounts ; so that out 
of the great evil arising from public and private em- 
barrassment, good may arise by an investigation of the 
great machine which rules the whole. 

Government, which I compare to a commercial 
house, is, or have been, the great monopolizer of trade, 
and for the last twenty years has engrossed the com- 
merce of the world. Its connexions have been numerous, 
its credit great, and its power excessive : it has been 
enabled, by shaking the credit of foreign states, to add 
stability to its own ; and, with great facility, to create a 
capital of eight hundred millions, borrowed upon the faith 
and pledge of Parliament to be again returned. But, 
alas! the days of prosperity are past! This overgrown 
house, although not broken, is shaken to its centre ; its 
returns are not equal to its expenditure ; its connexions 
are diverted into different channels; its foreign trade 
annihilated, its home consumption of manufactures 




this state of embarrassment the country now stands, or 
rather totters. Its debt of eight hundred millions is 
pledged for an annuity of thirty millions ; and, by a 
fallacious system for its annihilation, thirteen millions 
more are drawn from the pockets of individuals to carry 
it into effect : add to which, a peace establishment of 
twenty-seven millions more, swells the annual amount 
to seventy millions, attempted to be wrung from the 
industry of its population, I say, attempted; for it 
has failed in the attempt. The statement, or balance 
sheet of this great concern, exhibits a deficiency of 
eighteen millions of its anticipated profits, with all its 
weight of debt and obligation to the public creditor. 
This, sir, is a frightful prospect; the legislatom of the 
state must act as commissioners under a bankrupt, and 
investigate to its very core, why and how it has arisen, 
and show to its creditors the actual state of its aflairs, 
and endeavour (if possible) to arrive at a rest and 
settlement. 

It has been stated in the public prints, that proof 
of our riches may be seen by a glance at the money 
market, where the commodity is to be obtained at 4 per 
cent. This is in part true, 

" Tis pity! and pity 'tis — 'tis trael" 

But this is easily accounted for. The merchant, deprived 

H of making 20 per cent upon his capital, is driven to the 

I hard alternative of either making 4 per cent by the pur- 

I chase of Exchequer Bills, or letting his capital remain 

I idle and useless. But how will this come out in the 

I balance sheet of next year ? He who paid twenty pounds 

■ for the variety of luxuries he indulged in, (ail of which 




are subject to taxation), will ouly be able to contribute 
one- fourth of that amount. With this frightful prospect 
of detalcation in the revenue, what hope have we of being 
extricated from our difficulties, but by a bold, manly, 
and honest determination of lopping corruption from 
the stem of the constitution, and adopting a system 
of rigid economy, from the highest subject in the realm 
to the lowest officer in the state, 

My opinion is this. Let the sacred faith of Govern- 
ment be kept towards the public creditor : thirty millions 
a year will answer to this pledge. Let the debt stand 
upon its own bottom t no matter what price it be, so long 
as the interest is paid. Let that fallacious plan of 
redemption, which only gives facility to a greater ere* 
ation of stock than it redeems, be done away; and as 
taxes are raised to keep this machine of thirteen milHons 
ia motion, apply them to an economical carrying on 
of the government ; (and why should it not be carried 
on for this amount, insulated and protected as we are 
by nature and our wooden walls?) Then, and only then, 
will the country begin to assume an healthtul hue : 
cheerfulness will gladden every countenance, and con* 
tentment rest in every British heart. 

Independent of forty- three millions, as stated above> 
for the interest of the debt and sums applicable to 
the Sinking Fund, there have been taxes to the amount 
of nine millions only come in, in part of twenty-seven 
millions for the peace establishment, making together 
fifty- two millions, to answer an expenditure of seventy 
millions, thereby leaving a deficiency in the ways and 
means of the last year of eighteen millions, as before 
stated 1 1 

Let the Chancellor of the Exchequer be cautious 



158^ 



how he listens to the advice of interested men in the 
Alley, who, to answer speculations of their own, amuse 
him with schemes fallacious as they are mischievous, and 
wicked as they are avaricious. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

A STOCK-HOLDER, 



To RICHARD MASSEY, Esq. 

Royal Exchange, January 97, 1817* 

I AM glad to find that my friend Massey. 
is not only in the land of the living, but in the land' 
of happiness also ; and he may rest assured, that it- 
will always afford his friend great satisfaction to learn, 
that his time has not been mis-spent." Indeed, how 
can that time be mis-spent which is directed with affec- 
tionate solicitude to the object of his happiness, and 
meets in an affectionate wife a full remuneration for that 
solicitude shown to her ? I wish you both happy from 
my soul. 

You may congratulate me, not on the marriage of my 
daughter, but on her escape from mat^riage. 

I have seen some recent etchings by Cuett : take 
care of me, and let me have good impressions. 

Pray shake Mrs. Massey's hand for me — " O that I 
were a glove upon that hand," then I might have a shake 
likewise. 

Dear Massey, your Friend, 

B. O. 



To Mil, JOHN JONES, Brichton, 

J^uary t8, 18 IT. 

I AM much obliged to my old and faithful 
servant, for his present of game, which I am proud to 
accept as a mark of his gratitude. It is also very pleasing 
to me, and very satisfactory to my feelings, that I should 
live in the remembrance of one who so honestly served 
me; and it is no less satisfactory that my attentions 
are held in remembrance. I do not approve of written 
characters, but always prefer a personal inquiry; yet 
should I ever be so circumstanced as to seek for that 
which you so creditably filled while in my service, 
I shall make use of the character you have given, in 
the letter you sent me accompanying your first present. 

I fear you must have put yourself into obligation 
on my account; and should it be of a pecuniary nature, 
you must let me discharge it, and 1 shall still think 
myself your debtor. 

Your faithful Friend, 



To J. W. HORSLEY, Esq, Chiswick, 
MY DEAR IIORSLEY, Uoynl Eichonge, January 98, 1817, 

i Ir you have determined (and not actually 

carried it into effect) to erase my name from the list 
of your friends, pray hold your hand, 

I have, whenever I have met your brother, asked 
after you; and but for my sluggish disposition, and a 
natural clinging I have to my own fire- side, I should 
have been at yours before this* Be assured, that you 
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live, as you ever did, in my esteem ; and you may say 
to dear Mrs. Horsley, that I have an equal portion for 
her ; and that I shall love her and yourself more, if you 
would put on " the dauntless resolution" of coming to 
Tavistock Place, and pass with Mrs. Oakley, the 
children, and myself, a few days. 

Are you better? What is the matter with yoa? 
Why do not write to ? Have I offended you ? 

D. a 



To Mr. GEORGE OAKLEY. 
DEAR GEORGE, Tavistock Place, February 3, 1817. 

Before this reaches you my fears forebode 
an awful change ! My dear little cherub, my suffering 
little Famiy, is struggling with the fell monster. Death ( 
With anxious solicitude I have attended her till within 
these few hours: I have taken my leave of her. AH 
that medical skill can do has been done. I await the 
dreadful moment : I rouse myself into all the action I 
can command to meet it. For three days my injunctions 
have been obeyed : none of her sisters have seen her ; 
and now an imperious command prevents them even 
reaching the approach to the bed-room floor. My family 
are seeking repose in the drawing room — myself alone in 
the dining parlour! What a situation ! what a suspense! 
my wife — my children — O ! I cannot describe it ! 

B. O. 

Wednesday Morning. 

I could not write last night, I was too exhausted 
with fatigue : on the other side you will see what I 



intended ; but I could not send the letter. Yesterday 
morning I sent the girls and Richard into lodgings. Last 
night, at the suggestion of Dr. Powell, I went to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, and succeeded in bringing a 
sister with me, for the purpose of attending my little 
Fanny. The previous nurse, and my own servants, are 
too tender. 

" We must be cruel, to be kind!" 

We are going on better. The child has been held 
up for three days with brandy only : she is now asleep. 
Until this moment I have not changed my clothes since 
Monday. Hannah and myself sleep in the drawing-room, 
I am going to see the children — then into the city. I 
have not seen the little suflFerer for three days : none but 
those in attendance on her go upstairs. 

Your Brother, 

Adriana will forward this to you. 



To THE Misses OAKLEY, in Lodgings at Mb, CotttN»% 
Tavistock Place* 

MY DEAR GIRLS* Tavistock Place, February 4, 1817. 

Fanjcy is not worse. The doctor insisted 
upon my having another nurse. I have succeeded, and 
Mrs, Lloyd is discharged. I expect the Doctor and Mr, 
Mathias sometime this evening; their zeal is unbounded ; 
God send they may be successful. I will not despair, 
although I confess i have scarcely any hopes, I am 
worn out* Good night. 

Your loving Father^ 

B. O. 



MY DEAR GIRUS, Tavbtock Place, Febmnrj 10, 10 IT. 

I AM just come home to the house of mouro- 
mg> Your dear little sister is gone to the region of bliss ; 
and by this time is in the society of your dear departed 
brother. Could 1 administer consolation to you, I would ; 
but I must attend to your distressed mother. Think that 
pretty Fanny is released from a world of misery ! think 
that she is happy ; and think likewise that it is our duty 
to submit to the decrees of Providence. Think also that 
we have done our duty ; and that if assiduity, attention, 
and watchful care could have preserved to us the spirit 
which has fled, that spirit would still have enlivened our 
domestic circle : but Heaven has ordained it otherwise. 

" Heaven sen<3s misfortuaes, why should we repine ? ** 

"Our conditiou may be soon like hers!" Think of 
this : and let us be prepared for the awful moment 
when the Almighty wills it. 

Your suffering Father, 

B. 0. 



To Mil, RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly, 

MY DEAR FATHER, Tayistock Pbce, February 10, ISlf* 

This afternoon has added to the catalogue 
of death another of my family! My dear little Fanny, 
my youngest daughter^ has fallen a victim to a typhus 
fever. This very cruel disease fastened upon her three 
weeks since ; and although she was given over by the 
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[physicians nine days ago^ subsequent symptoms gave 
me hopes that she would recover : but these hopes are 
withered ; and she has, after a suffering of nineteen days, 
left Mrs. Oakley, myself, and her dear surviving sisters 
and brother, to bewail the loss of one of the sweetest 
flowers that Nature, in her most luxuriant fancy, ever 
created, I cannot dwell upon this afflicting scene. 



Your unhappy Son, 



B. O. 



To THB Rev. Doctoh RAVENHILL, Tooting, 

MY DEAE sill, Tavistock Place, February 14, 1817. 

As I cannot obtain a portion of the vault 
for my family where my dear son lies* and it being 
the wish of Mrs. Oakley to have one in town, I have 
^this morning contracted for the purchase of a cemetery 
in St. Mary-la-bonne New Church. 

As this will alter my arrangements for to-morrow, 
I send a special messenger with this to acquaint you 
of it; and also to inform you, that I have been with 
[my friend, Mr. W, Moore, of Doctors* Commons, from 
yrhom I have obtained the promise of a faculty for 
^removing the body of my dear son, which will issue 
from the Bishop of Winchester s Court, and which faculty 
will be produced to you when the body is sent for, 

I therefore purpose carrying this iato effect on Satur- 
day morning, (till which day I have postponed the funeral 
of my little daughter), and will thank you to arnmge 
with the bearer, at what time it can be done most 
conveniently to yourself 

My dear friend Mr. Ravenhill will, I have no doubt, 



sympathize with me on this painful ceremoBy, and len 
every assistance in his power to soothe the feelings of 

Hia faithful Frietid and ServiJtit, 

B, O. 



To THE Rev. WILL! AM BUCKLEY, Nottikcham PLACfi, 

SIR, Tftvibtock Place, February 15, 1017. 

If urbanity » gentleness of disposition, and 
gentlemanly attention to a stranger, demand not the best 
thanks, there is nothing in life deserves remembrance. 

My anxiety to possess a cemetery for my children 
did not escape your sympathy ; and the tenderness you 
manifested upon the occasion of my application, and 
your kindness in directing me how to accomplish it, 
demand my best acknowledgments. 

After my conference with you on Wednesday last, 
and having determined upon the purchase of a vault 
in the north-east corner of the new church, I requested 
the sexton to inform me what assignment I w^as to have, 
and the form of it. He said he did not know, he had 
no orders ; but believed his receipt was sufficient. 

Next morning I called upon him again, and gave 
directions when to receive the remains of my son, whicli 
were buried at Tooting, in Surrey, (for the removal of 
which I had obtained a faculty the preceding day); and 
also to name the hour for the funeral ceremony of my 
infant daughter, to take place this day. This being 
arranged, I expressed my readiness to pay the consider- 
ation-money for the vault; but the sexton (to whom I 
impute no blame,) said again, ** he had no orders,'' and 
was not prepared to receive it, I left him my address, 



and requested he would procure from the vestry clerk 
what was proper, and that I should feel obliged by his 
calUng upon rae for the amount, I saw nothing of the 
sexton, nor did I hear from him until a late hour last 
night, when I was given to understand that the bodies 
of my children would fwt be received at the church, unless 
the money was previously paid ! I lost no time, and 
instantly (between ten and eleven o clock,) despatched a 
messenger with my drafts, one for ^£120 for the vault, 
and one of £,2Q for dues, 

A parent s distress for the loss of his child, and an 
arrangement likewise made for the removal of another 
from a distant part, with the anxiety that an interruption 
may check that arrangement, did not contribute to his 
repose, or tend to soothe a distressed family. If your 
vestry clerk had, when requested by the sexton, done 
his duty, this painful notice would have been avoided ; 
but when a servant of the public has a duty imposed 
upon him, and it is not acted up to, he deserves repre- 
bension* Sir, I complain of inattention ; and having 
stated the cause of complaint, I should be wanting 
in justice to you, as one of the representatives of the 
widely-extended parish of St. Mary-la- bonne, did I not 
acquaint you of an injury done to the feelings of a 
father, by a dereliction of duty in your oflScer, 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, &c. 

B. O. 



A JOURNAL OF FANNY'S ILLNESS. 

Thursday, January 23, 1817. My dear little Fanny's indisp 
poiition fijut manifested itself 

Friday, 24. Languor, with heaviness of spirits. 
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SaturdajT, 26, Continued listlessnessj witli chills. 
Sunday, 26. Symptoms of delirium — sent for Mr. Mdthiaa 
— appearance of feTer — i ts nature sy nochus * 
Monday, 27, Fever rather increased. 
Tuesday, 28. Very disturbed through the day and night. 
Wednesday, 29. Worse this morning — ^sent for Doctor 
Powell — the character of the fever decidedly typhus — her 
beautiful hair cut ofF> and wet towels steeped in vinegar applied* 

Thursday, 30, Procured a nurse to attend her — the children 
prohibited from seeing their sister- 
Friday, 31, Dr. Latham called in — fever somewhat lower. 
Saturday^ February 1. Continued much the same. 
Sunday, 2. Doctor Latham again attended — symptoms very 
alarming^ and hardly any hopes ~ in the evening Btill worse, and 
at eleven at night given over — appearance of approaching dis- 
solution — revived at two o'clock, and in the morning consider- 
ably better, 

Monday, 3. Kather favourable through the day j with a 
relapse at night, and scarcely a gleam of hope. 

Tuesday, 4, Took lodgings for the children in Compion 
Street, as a measure of precaution against infection — the last 
and preceding night, the children rested in the drawing-room — 
discharged the nurse, and, at the recommendation of Doctor 
Powell, obtained a sister from St, Bartholomew's Hospital to 
attend upon the little suflferer, 

Wednesday, 5. Favourable hopes— from Monday^ till this 
time, she had been kept alive by strong stimulants, but prin- 
cipally by brandy — continued to get better through the day, 
until two o'clock on 

Thursday, 6, when immediate dissolution was apprehended — 
at noon revived — ^at Bve better — and cheering hopes late in the 
evenings when Doctor Powell and Mr* Mathias left in good spirits. 

Friday, 7, Much better, and hopes entertained of her reco- 
very—not so well towards night. 

Saturday, 8, Favourable report^ and good symptoms — the 
nurse obliged to return to the hospital — sent again for Mrsi 
Lloyd, the first nurse. 



Sunday, 9. Much the same through the day* 
Mondmy, 10, Unfavourable night, and very low at eight 
in the morning — I saw her for the last time — I went iato 
the city with gloomy impressions^ when the appearance of my 
servant, whom Mrs, Oakley had sent to my office, too well 
indicated a serious change — the spirit of my dear Fanny took 
its flight at four o'cIoclc« 

Thus was cut off this lovely flower, in the bloom of 
youthful iiinocence, at the premature age of eleven years. 

Fanny was a universal favourite : she was, in effect, 
the gilded clasp to the volume around my fire-side. 
When she entered the room, the leaves of the book flew 
open: all were eager to embrace her — all tongues were 
loose when hers was unstrung. The intelligent archness 
of her eye — the acuteness of her inquiries — the quick- 
ness of her replies — and the fascinating charms of a 
peculiarly interesting expression — elicited from a do- 
mestic circle feelings of the tenderest love, and excited 
in the breast of every one who knew her the fondest 
admiration. 

To the discriminating instruction of her sister Hannah 
she was indebted for all she knew of language- She had 
also made considerable progress in her Latin grammar; 
and what was very remarkable, during the delirium 
occasioned by the fever, she was heard to conjugate 
her verbs with the greatest exactness, and also repeat 
many pages of poetry, and even sing her pretty songs. 
This, although the ebullition of a frenzied intellect, 
serves to shew how well her mind was stored, and 
how much was anticipated from this child of early 
promise. Poor little Fanny ! " a ministering angel" she 
is now, (and if there be communion among the dead^, 
associating with her dear departed brother ; and, in 



angelic discourse, offering up their lisping tongues in 
praise and adoration to the Supreme Being, for the 
transition from precarious and imperfect happiness to 
that of substantial, unfading, and permanent bliss. 

On the morning of the 15th instant, by virtue of a 
faculty issued from the Bishop of Winchester's Court, 
the body of my dear Benjamin was removed from 
Tooting» in Surrey, and deposited in my family vault in 
the north-east corner of St. Mary-la- bonne new church ; 
and in the afternoon of the same day the funeral of 
pretty Fanny took place, where she was laid by the 
side of her brother ; 

** Two cherries from one stem — an union lo partition." 

In the short space of fifteen months, my ever dear 
Benjamin, my excellent friend and brother. Captain 
Butcher, and my interesting little Fanny, have been 
snatched from my society by the unrelenting arm of 
death. The intelligent and vigorous intellect of the 
first, the manly character of the second, and the innocent 
vivacity of the last, make up a compound of all that 
is estimable, amiable, and desirable : such a draft from 
the stock of my domestic treasure has (although far 
from being exhausted) greatly diminished its value : 
still I am rich in affectionate endearments; and every 
day, as time rolls on, (but which never can obliterate 
the recollection of departed worth), attachment ripens, 
and tends to fill the chasm which the destroying hand 
of Death has made. 

BENJ. OAKLEY- 

T*ivbttK;k Pinc«, February 16, 1817, 
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To Sir J. W. HO ARE, Bart. 
[To the Care q( Lonl V, KIRKWALL, HJles Street, Orosvenor Square ] 
SIRj Tavistock Place^ February 1 1, 181?< 

Since the receipt of your letter I have been 
in anxious suspense and attendance upon one of my 
daughters, who now lies dead in my house. This 
melancholy circumstance, taking me out of the hurry 
of business, gives me an opportunity of replying to 
the subject of your late communications. 

You are acquainted with the proposition I made 
to Mn Brown, I would have submitted to a sacrifice 
on two accounts : the first, that of avoiding litigation ; 
and the second, inclining to your interest in not wishing 
to disturb the arrangement of your deed* 

I complained to Mr, Brown of being trifled with : 
he assured me, (and 1 believe be thought so), that the 
interest money was in iown^ and expressed his surprise 
that it was not paid to me. I called on Campbell 
and Bowden, to know the reason r but what was my 
surprise on seeing a letter from yourself to them, desiring 
a suspension of its payment ! Is not this trifling with 
me ? Is it not something more than trifling ? 

You complain of my personal hostility : What cause 
have I not of complaint for the serious inconvenience 
I have felt ? If your promise to pay the interest had 
been acted up to, and an arrangement with Messrs. 
Aid ridge and Co, for the discharge of a serious expense 
incurred by frivolous investigation of encumbered pro- 
perty, I should have ceased hostility. Could I say tmre 
to Mr. Brown ? I think. Sir Joseph, I need not urgt 
tmre in extenuation of my proceedings. 
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To Mr. GEORGE OAKLEY. 

DEAR GEORGE, Royal Exchange, April SO, 1817. 

The best answer to the enclosed letter is, 
that " soft words have power to assuage " more than 
recrimination for benefits received can have. 

I do not mean to enter the lists with the captious 
Cassius. It is not meet that every nice offence should 
bear its comment : " but there is a Roman virtue whkh 
cannot be commented upon too often ; and that is, 
justice. There is also a virtue among us, (though perhaps 
more honoured in the breach than in the observance*^, 
to " do as we would be done by.*' ** I would not deli- 
berately do an unjust things" nor would " I borrow 
morality*' to mask deception. 

Yours affectionately, 

B. O. 



To Mr. RICHARD OAKLEY, Weobly. 

MY DEAR FATHER, Royal Exchange, May 10, 18lf. 

As I think a letter from me may be grati- 
fying to you, and having nothing to employ me at this 
moment, I cannot do better than fill up the vacancy, 
especially if it can be done with pleasure to you, and 
satisfaction to me. 

It is very seldom I write letters but upon business, 
and that must be my apology for not writing to you 
oftener. Perhaps you will say, you are entitled to the 
same excuse. However, if there is any shade of dif- 
ference between us as to the obligation of writing, I 
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do think I have the better plea for silence than yourself; 
you having nothing to do ; which I should imagine would 
be a strong reason why you should write often. This 
I know, you are fond of excuses : you have rheumatic 
pains — you cannot hold the pen — you talk of being 
old — your eyes begin to fail you, — How extraordinary 
this is — that a man at ninety should not be able to 
hold a pen, because he is troubled with the infirmities of 
nature ! Were I to assert that 1 have rheumatic pains, 
I should perhaps not be believed; yet, without fearing 
contradiction, I do assert, that I have scarcely had 
hours interval from pain for the last three years. 
What then! what cannot be avoided must be borne* 
Let us endeavour to be happy ; at least, let us be 
thankful. 

Half a century has passed over my head, marked 
by chequered anxiety, mixed up with hopes and fears, 
pleasures and pains. When I contemplate my early 
prospects, and bring to comparison those views con- 
trasted with my present situation^ I cannot but feel 
grateful to the Supreme Being, for the comforts he 
has showered down upon my undeserving head. As 
husband, parent, friend* I may perhaps arrogate to 
myself, that I have deserved those appellations. A 
faithful wife, affectionate children, and steady friends, 
are the best proofs of the assertion I have made. 

I understand you take a good deal of exercise; and 
I also learn, with pleasure, tbat you are in better health 
than you have a right to expect at your years. 

The blow I have sustained in the loss of my dear 
Benjamin, is every day felt more and more. I had 
anticipated retirement, and should have enjoyed it, had 
he lived to have taken the labouring oar. Now I have 



no relish for it : I rather wish to drown my cares among 
the busy bipeds of the Exchange, I have lost much 
of my relish for life. 

Yours affectionately, 



To Miss OAKLEY, Lee, in Kent. 
MY DEAR A DEI AN A> Tavist<>ck Place, July ai, 181T. 

Alone, and in an almost deserted house, 
unwell, and low-spirited, I cannot perhaps dispel the 
etimd that pervades me, better, than by endeavonring to 
do you a benefit, which at all times affords me pleasure ; 
and, I am sure, *' when the advice I give is free and 
honest,'' you will as freely receive it. 

You are, my dear girl, approximating to a most 
important change in life : you are likely to become a 
wife. Your then altered mode of life will present a 
great contrast to your present pursuits : not that I thmk 
your future years will be less happy than those which 
have marked your footsteps in the path of parental 
duty as well as filial affection : and here I am proud 
to acknowledge your correctness in both, and to augur 
favourably of the future from the past. 

Yon have seen none of the chequered ills of life, 
(may you never see any) : your disposition, which is 
naturally good, if properly applied, will shield you from 
them. Remember that your happiness will rest upon 
your husband s. You have too much sensibility and 
too much good sense not to know, and never to lose 
sight of, the important principle, that happiness springs 
from reciprocal affection. When the wife is studious 
to cultivate it, the generosity of the husband will always 



pay it back with interest. Be cautioas not to measure 
the triling anxieties of the kitchen with the more im- 
portant ones which absorb his mind. Avoid the relation 
of any thing trivial, unless you know it to be agreeable ; 
and endeavour to anticipate his wishes without assuming 
to yourself the value of your intentions: he will, no 
doubt, appreciate them; and although they may not 
be immediately acknowledged, be assured he will not 
forget them, 

I cannot impress upon you too much the value of 
good breeding. Never suflFer yourself to fall below its 
dignified level. Do not think it too much trouble to 
leave your chair, and accompany your husband to the 
door when he is about to leave you for a short time ; or 
receive him, with equal respect, on his return : and 
should he unexpectedly bring with him a friend to 
dinner, when you are unprepared, never sufier it to 
disconcert you; but think it a favourable opportunity 
of showing your affection to your husband, by your 
attention to his friends : you will also ensure to yourself 
the proud consolation that you will be held in esteem 
by bis acquaintances. 

Do not suffer your mind to be occupied by insig- 
nificant pursuits: the needle is valuable in a degree; 
but when you see the pursuit of it is irksome to others, 
put it aside for something of a more dignified cast. You 
are now young ; but do not forget that age follows 
youth, and that mental endowments abm make the 
evening of life desirable. Study to be agreeable, and 
you will be so* Never give an unfavourable opinion 
of any one, ualess you are compelled to do it : it never 
does good, but may do harm. Be kind to your servants; 
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and when they deserve commendation, never be slow in 
giving it. 

It is growing late — Good night, and may every good 
wish await you. 

B. O. 



To Mrs. GEORGE OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR SISTER, Royal Exchange, September SO, 1817. 

I HAVE the pleasure to acquaint you, that 
the nuptials of my dear Adriana will be solemnized 
on Saturday next. 

It is the wish of my dear girl (and need I add, that 
it is the wish of Mrs. Oakley and myself,) to be favoured 
with your company, as also with that of my brother 
and your eldest daughter, in Tavistock Place, at dinner, 
on that day. 

I cannot but anticipate your readiness to oblige us 
on this occasion; and to hope that five o'clock will 
not be an inconvenient hour for you to meet us. 

Your affectionate Friend and Brother, 

B. O. 



To Mrs. THOMAS, East Bourne. 

MY DEAR MRS. THOMAS, Royal Exchange, SeptemUr 30, 1817. 

To withhold from you an event which, in 
the eventful decrees of Providence, has so identified 
you as to become a party in a negociation, now about 
to be ratified, would be a dereliction of duty, of affection, 
and friendship. No : I cannot but be alive to tliose 
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To Ma- RICHARD OAXLET, WioatT. 

I EKOw that a letter fron ae la, at all tines, 

agreeable to yon ; and wbenerer I find time, aad fed 



an inclination to write, it is also agreeable to myself: 
but as I have seldom a subject to write upon, except in 
the ordinary course of affectionate inquiry about your 
health, it cannot excite sensations but in an ordinary way. 
However, it so happens now that I have a subject of 
more than ordinary interest, and one in which your 
feelings will be pleased at the recitaL 

My dear Adriana has this morning surrendered her 
person to the aflfectionate embraces of a mosit worthy 
young man. Scarcely have two hours passed since she 
renounced the name of Oakley for that of Parrott ; and 
I cannot allow a further lapse of time without com- 
municating to you an event which fills me with most 
perfect satisfaction, 

Mr, Parrott is a resident in Tooting ~ his profession 
medical, and his talents honour the profession — his 
practice is most respectable, and his prospects of the 
best promise. His first introduction to Adriana was 
at Tooting Lodge, where his medical attention was 
directed to the son of my friend Mr. Thomas, whom 
you must recollect as my successor in that delightful 
villa, and where my daughter had been passing a few 
weeks with the amiable Mrs. Thomas. 

The ceremony took place at Lee, a small village 
in the neighbourhood of Blackheath, where I have been 
with my family during the summer months; but which 
we are now leaving, for a short time, to afford the young 
couple the opportunity of passing the honeymoon in 
Tavistock Place, where, at the hour of five^ 1 shall hope 
to sit down surrounded by my family, my brother 
George, and sister, with their eldest daughter, and a 
few select friends, to celebrate this festive day. 

It is now seven-and -twenty years since I passed the 



ordeal of matrimonial ceremony: you took part in it — 
you saw the threshold over which I stepped from giddy 
youth to manhood — you have marked my progress — 
you have known my anxieties ^ — you have seen me pro- 
sperous—and you should be happy. Yet when I draw 
this picture, you will perceive whence my anxieties have 
arisen — you will eomniisemte the cause^ and pity those 
who have occasioned thera. Still, in the vicissitudes 
of uncertain pursuits, there remains the consolation 
that they have been the effect of indiscretion, not of 
criminality : and^ although the mists of misfortune have 
for awhile obscured the sunshine of prosperity, the 
clouds, I hope, are disappearing, and brighter prospects 
opening to the view. Let us be thankful ; and as the 
good George Toldervy used to express, let us say, — 
May He that made us make us thankful !" 

Your loving and aRVctionate Son, 



To CHRISTOPHER TERRY, Esq, Kingston, 
MY DEAR TERRY, 

I CANNOT withhold expressing to you my 
deep concern in hearing, from Mr, Wheeler, the cause 
of your indisposition. If the assurance of my regard, 
conveyed to you in this manner, can, in any way^ alle- 
viate the sufferings of my much valued friend, or even 
if he thought that my personal tender of it would relieve 
him, I trust he will believe in my readiness to do it: 
but as I know the watchful care of Mrs. Terry, and 
your friends around you, to be more efficient, it would 
perhaps be thought a painful intrusion. With this, I 



beg you to receive my very sincere wishes for your 
restoration to health, and to allow me, at the same time, 
the mention of an occurrence which may occasion a 
pleasurable feeling : my dear Adriana has given her 
hand in marriage to a most worthy young man, one 
who has made her happy, and added to the happiness 
of him, who, on all occasions, is ever truly and sincerely 

Yours, 



To Mrs. PARROTT, Tooting. 
MY DEAR ADRIANA, Rojal Exchange, Octoher t5, 1817- 

I A 51 in the most delightful confusion ima- 
ginable : three carpenters and a boy, with the front 
of my office open, and an uninterrupted view of the 
Bank, afford me the most enchanting prospect you can 
figure to yourself. 

I have sent the candlesticks and teapot, which I 
hope you will think worthy of your acceptance* If 
you attach any value to them, pray let it be alive in 
your recollection, that they were made to my order, 
when irst your mother and myself commenced our 
matrimonial career- May yours be that of uninterrupted 
happiness ; and may the manly protector of your person, 
and the sharer of your destinies^ find, in the partner he 
has chosen, that consummation of his wishes, which your 
father, your mother, your sisters, and brother, fondly 
anticipate, and most confidently think, he wilL 

I send you some papers left in Tavistock Place. Tell 
Hannah I inquire after her. Only three words more — 
God bless you ! 

B. 0. 



To Mbs. GEORGE OAKLEY, Bonh Street. 



MY DEAR SISTER, Rojal Exchange, November 3, 1817, 

I WAS not able, at the time I received your 
letter, to answer it ; and I am now writing amidst 
carpenters and painters, and almost smothered with 
dust. 

In reply to your philanthropic communication, as far 
as your request goes respecting an annuity, my plain 
answer is. No. I never will pledge myself to that which 
the varying chance of fortune may prevent me from 
fulfilUng ; nor will I impose an obligation upon my 
representatives after my death, other than the charge 
of doing the office of a father to my children, whenever 
they may be deprived of my tender admonitions and 
advice. But, as far as regards the distressed object 
of your humane solicitations, I am inclined to oiFer some 
pecuniary relief, such as I can fmm command ; and there- 
fore have to request, that you will apply, in any way 
you think proper, five pounds to the poor supplicant, 
attended with my commiseration, that fortune has been 
too niggard of her favours to a virtuous, deserving 
woman. 

I passed an agreeable day at Tooting Lodge, last 
Thursday ; but it would have been more agreeable had 
I met you there, as I expected. 

Yours affectionately, 

B, O- 
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To THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE, 
XJPON Daamatic Amusements. 

SIR, Tavistock Place, December 9, 1817. 

Of all amusements, those of a dramatic cast 
are of the first order. Whatever is intellectual ought to 
take precedence ; and here it is that the genius of the 
poet, and the talent of the actor, are drawn forth — 

** lo hold as *twere the mirror up to Nature, shew Virtue 

her own feature, and the ?ery age and body of the lime its form aad 
pressure.'' 

It is by the exercise of mental powers that empires 
become great, the people enlightened, and barbarism 
extinguished. 

Our ancient monarchs, and good lord chamberlains, 
did " the state some serv ice " when they sanctioned this 
species of entertainment : but, alas ! time makes great 
inroads upon the best intentions. Public benefits, and 
public rights, sink into the vortex of corruption and 
monopoly; and that which was intended for the good 
of the many, is now confined to few. So it is with 
theatres : the patents which were granted to the metro- 
politan ones, were meant as national boons for the exhi- 
bition of rational performances, and the prices of admis- 
sion to them such as to afford the opportunity of seeing 
them. 

In those days the actors were considered to be the 
servants of his Majesty, and proprietors of theatres were 
thought to be accountable for the rights which people 
have to theatrical amusements, and were never intended 
to be by them converted into monopoly. Talent then 



was free, and had its reward in public approbatioD : the 
bill of fare was suited to gratify the taste of the people, 
and accommodation afforded them in houses adapted 
for such exhibitions, both for seeing and hearing. This 
was our pastime. " Look now what follows,'' like a 
mildewed ear, blasting those wholesome times. Houses 
of enormous bulk, (more calculated for gymnastic exer- 
cises, or for Spanish bull-fights, than the elegant and 
delectable display of mental talent), are substituted in 
their room. Excessive rents are the consequence ; 
and the further mischievous effects of increased prices 
will, I fear, be fatal to the establishments. Let the 
proprietors of both theatres look to this : let them consult 
with each other, and consider their best interests, I 
would not have them weep over the folly they have 
committed in the expenditure of capital. " What is 
done cannot be undone:" but where they can untie a 
mischief, '* it were well it were done quickly.*' 

I will tell them what to do to relieve them from 
embarrassment, and how to fill their houses. Reduce 
their prices to the old standard ; reduce their establish- 
ments in arithmetical proportion ; and give genuine 
dramas. Suffer neither managers nor actors to fill their 
boxes with orders ; the public will do it : and if their 
performers have merit, they will be sure to have 
applause from a generous and discerning public, without 
depending upon their private friends. 

Yours, Sir, 

AN OLD STAGER. ♦ 

* Vide MoiiittiiG CflitOKtCLCi December 4, 18 J 7. 



To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. Tavistock Place* 

DEAR SIR, Thufiday Night, December 4, IBIJ. 

The gout, having had notice to quit my 
premises, begins to manifest signs of moving, and I 
have reason to hope will be off in a few days ; wind, 
frost, and snow, permitting. 

May you live a thousand years ! 

You must come and rummage for the illustrated 
antiquities you mention. I am at a loss to guess what 
you mean, 

I send you the Ckronide; you will see The Old Stager 
has thrown down the gauntlet. 

Youra always, 

B. O. 



To Master R. Rt OAKLEY^ at the Rev. Mr, Potticary'si 

Blackheath* 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Tavisiock Plncc, December 7, 1817, 

I HAVE great pleasure in acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter ; and as it is the first you have 
written to me, 1 shall take care to preserve it. 

It also gives me pleasure to find, that I am hkely 
soon to see you ; and I can feel little doubt that your 
attention to your studies will entitle you to the indul- 
gence Mr* Potticary is disposed to give you ; and I shall 
hope, that when you come home for the holidays, you 
will fill up your time in such a way as to deserve the 
indulgence about to be granted to you, 

I am pleased to find that you went so cheerfully to 
school : it was likewise gratifying to your mother to 
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witness it. Indeed, how could you do otherwise I The 
kindness of Mn Potticary, the attention of his assistants^ 
and the tenderness of Mrs. Potticary, and her amiable 
daughters, cannot fail of making school more desirable 
to you than being at home ; especially when you consider 
the happy opportunity it afTords you, of laying the 
foundation of your future happiness and fame, by storing 
your mind with useful learning. And here let me 
impress upon you the necessity of close attention to 
the mathematics; to acquire which, 1 am proud to see 
you so sedulous. You will perceive, by my mention of 
the mathematics, that I hold them first in my estimation; 
but, at the same time, the Latin and Greek must be 
diligently attended to, as, without a perfect knowledge 
of those languages, you will not be qualified to fill 
situations of consequence and distinction, which a well 
grounded education can alone lead you to aspire to. 

Your mother and sisters came home on Wednesday 
last, and yesterday Elizabeth went to Tooting to pass 
a short time with Mrs, Parrott* I am getting better, 
and hope shortly to be upon my legs again, 
I Your loving Father, 

k 

vnii ft 



To Mrs. PARROTT, Tooting, 
MY DEAR ADR UNA, Roja! Exchange, December 9, 1817, 

I AM pleased to find by Mr. Way mouth, that 



yon are expected to dine with him to-day. He pressed 
me to give you the meeting, which I should gladly do, 
but that I durst not encounter the night air. The 
amiable Mrs, Waymouth is one of those whose acquaint- 
ance I would recommend you to cherish ; and Mr. Par- 



rott will find, in Mr, Way mouth, the gentleman and the 
friend, I shall be sorry should I find that Mr. ParrotVs 
attack of Sunday should prevent your going, 

I am much better ; the pains in my joints have 
subsided, and I feel strong3r upon my legs ; so much so, 
that I intend shortly (should the weather be floe), to 
have a ramble with you through the village. 

My best wishes to Mr, Parrott, and my love to 
yourself and Elizabeth- 

B. O. 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY, Mr. Parbott's, 
Tooting. 

MY DEAR EUZABETII, Royni Eicbange, Deccjiiber 11, 1817. 

Tell your sister, who has reproved me for 
not going to see her, that I have been laid up with 
the gout for four weeks ; that previously to the attack 
I was unwell for a fortnight; and that^ previously to 
that, she passed a fortnight at my house, and previously 
to which she was married on the 4th of October: all 
which periods of time will tolerably well account for 
the time and place where I have been. Tell her also, 
that for the w^hole time I have mentioned, I have not 
been out of my house after dark, except when I went 
with her to Bond Street, and to the play. Tell her 
likewise, that I shall personally call upon her on Satur- 
day next, to demand of her why I am reproached for 
not going to see her since her marriage. Tell her that 
I have been married twenty-seven years, and in all that 
time she has oriiy been twice to see ?ne. Tell her, she is a 
Parrott ; and that, like a Parrott, she prates too much. 
Now, between you and me, I tell you, Elizabeth, that 
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I do not think she is worth going to see. She has never 
manifested any affection for me; she has no regard for 
you, or any of your sisters; and 1 do not think she has 
much for her husband. Entn: notis: It is to you I mean 
to pay the visit : you have been a good girl — you have 
kept up a correspondence with your sisters and mamma 
— you have studied quietly at Tooting, while your host 
and hostess have been going to Waymmth — you have 
a proper fear of the headach, and I hope you have a 
proper fear of your God : indeed, altogether^ I think you 
are a good wanch. 

I have not any thing to say to your sister ; of course 
you will not tell her any thing ; but you have my 
permission to say to Mr, Parrott, that I esteem him, 
and wish him welL 

As 1 have said you are a good girl, I need not say 
that I am affectionately yours, or that I am sincerely 
your wellwisher, or that I hold you in high estimation, 
or that I am your kind father, or any such stuff; but 
that I am, in plain truth, neither more nor less than 



B. OAKLEY* 



To JOHN EASTHOPE, Esq. Nokth Crescent, 
MY DEAR 8IR, TRrbtock Place, DeceroberST, 1817* 

There needed no document to satisfy Mrs. 
Oakley, the young ladies, and myself, of the high birth 
and talents of the deserving females, whose interest you 
have so warmly espoused. Mr. Easthope's (I will not 
say, " unvarnished tale/') elegant drawing, and outline 
of the fair candidates for liberal patronage, was too well 
coloured not to arrest and interest the attention of those 



to whom it was addressed ; and I can assure you, they 
feel a lively disposition to do all in their power towards 
strengthening and promoting your very laudable and 
humane object. 

Yours very assuredly, 



To Mrs- PARROTT, Tooting. 
MY DEAR ADHIANA, Tuviatock Pluce, February 6, 1818. 

I HAVE, for some days past, been travelling 
over the rugged mountains of Abyssinia, and was upon 
the top of Tarenta, (supposed to be one of the highest in 
the universe,) when your agreeable letter reached me ; 
and although I was particularly interested for the fate of 
Mr, Bruce and his companions, and sympathizing for the 
hardships and perils they had to encounter, I could not 
avoid leaving them to their fate, to read, with that 
eagerness which I always do, a letter when it arrives 
from my dear Adriana. Lest you should be perplexed 
with what I have written, I must inform you that I am 
now in the fourth volume of Mr, Bruce s Travels to 
discover the source of the Nile; and when I again repeat 
that I can abstract myself from so interesting a narrative 
to devour your letter, I need not say more to convince 
you how much I prefer your truly affectionate narrative to 
his, when I find in it so much of kind solicitude for my 
health, and affording, at the same time, the satisfaction 
to me, that you are well and happy. 

I have, since 1 saw you, been extremely indisposed : 
a cold, the most inveterate I ever had, has hung upon 
me, and exceedingly depressed my spirits ; yet I think 
myself better to-day than I have felt for the last fort- 



night, and hope my congh is about to subside. My 
lower extremities are so feeble, that, with the usual 
exertions of the day, I return home wearied, and with 
my companions, the blue devils^ have not resolution to 
stir out. Fortunately, I have resources of amusement 
at home ; those of a domesticated cast you are not a 
stranger to; and you well know also, that I have gene- 
rally comfort about me, when surrounded by ray books 
and the animated canvass which adorns my library. 

If your mamma and sisters terrified you by their 
appearance last Saturday, put it to ray account ; I sent 
thera : and the next time they intrude so rudely and 
suddenly upon you, make them dine with you, even 
if they should have no appetite — that will be punish- 
ment sufficient for them, I am agreeably pleased to 
find your old friends attached to you : this visit from 
good Mrs. Horsley, I am sure, must have been accept- 
able to you. Mrs. Griffith and Miss Halliday called 
here yesterday, and intend going to Tooting to scold 
Mr, Parrott, for not sending to them a piece of your 
wedding cake. So I find you are in that situation in 
which women wish to be who love their lords.** May 
the fruit ripen, and bless you both; and may it afford 
you the same comfort which the parent stock of a dutiful 
daughter has given to her affectionate father, 

0. 

My gruel is brought in; it is nearly eleven o'clock^ and I 
have not seen your mamma and sisters for three hours. Good 
night ! and when the fog subsides, and the days grow warmer 
and longer, expect to see me ; but not before. 

All this while I have not said one word about Parrott; but 
you may tell him I love him, and that will be sufficient. Tell 
Mrs. Thomas, when you see her, that I believe she has lost all 
regard for me : she does not Hke, I suppose, to visit the distressed ; 
but, as she visits ^oi«, I forgive her. 
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To Master R. R- OAKXEY, 



MY DEAR EICHARD, 



Rojral EicbangGj February f 0, 1818. 



My continued indisposition has prevented 
my going down to see you ; and as I know yon can have 
no objection to come and see me, I will indulge you 
with a day (provided Mr. Potticary will permit it,) at 
home : you will therefore request permission of Mr, 
Potticary to allow a stage to call for you to*morrow, 
at twelve or one o'clock, which will hring you to Grace- 
church Street, from whence you may come to my office, 
and accompany me to Tavistock Place- 
Pray give my respectful compliments to Mr, Potti- 
cary, and to his family ; and assure him, that you shall 
return to him again, on Monday, by the same con- 
veyance. 

Your loving Father, 



To ROBERT BLAKE, Esq. Essex Stbeet, 
MY DEAR SIR, TftvUtoek Place, Febrimry 30, 1818* 

Well knowing, as I do, the reciprocal 
attachment which existed between yourself and my dear 
lost friend and brother. Captain Butcher, I cannot but 
flatter myself, that whatever calls to your recollectioa j 
the remembrance of his worth, will not be unpleasingj 
to you: therefore, identifying myself in the spirit of the| 
departed, " I give to my good fellow Blake my socia 
pipe: he is a man after my own heart; he will value it' 
because it was mine ; and in his possession I am sure it 
will remain, until our kindred spirits meet again," 



To say more is unnecessary — to have said less would 
have been unkind. 

Yours sincerely. 



To Miss CHUISTIANA OAKLEY, Tooting. 

MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Roysi Exchange, March 4, 1818. 

I WISH I could satisfy your anxious in- 
quiries, by saying, I am better than when you left 
town: but 1 cannot. The little instrument I am now 
using, is almost too heavy for the weak hand which 
guides it, I think the gout is spreading all over me ; 
legs, amis, and wrists : in fact, I have it hip and thighs 
and am, in appearance, when I walk, about ten years 
older than when you saw me. I had intended to have 
set off for Bath this week ; but I am not able to go : 
first, on account that I am not well enough to go alone, 
and, unfortunately, owing to a fluctuation in the funds, 
my triends will not give me leave. 

This is your mamma s birthday ; I hope you know it, 
and know how to respect it. 

Monday, your mamma, Elizabeth, and myself, dined 
with Mr. Capel. Hannah and Mary went last night to a 
quadrille party at Mr, Andrews', 

I have sent you a brace of lobsters ; and perhaps 
it will not he unacceptable with them, some cakes and 
collared eel. Give them to Adriana, with my kind love, 
and divide between yourself and Mr. Parrott my sincere 
regard. 

B. 0. 
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To RICHARD NIXON, Esq, Basinchall Street. 

MY DEAR NIXON, Brighton, March S^, 1818. 

The day before I left town, I heard of the 
death of your poor brother, and should have personally 
offered my condolence to you upon the occasion, if 
indisposition had not forced me here. 

His death has been long expected ; and although it is 
common to say the event was to be wished, still the sepa- 
ration, to feelings such as yours, can be but imperfectly 
judged of. I pity you most sincerely, I sympathize 
with you most heartily, and thank you most affection- 
ately for those amiable attentions shown to your brother, 
my friend ; for which I cannot offer you any thing better 
in return, than to arouse your recollection to those kind 
endearments, those tender watchings, and that exem* 
plary duty, you so generously paid, in endeavouring to 
alleviate the sufferings of my dear departed companion. 
This, my dear Dick, is the best consolation I can offer 
you, and be assured it is the best you can receive : take it 
then to your heart, for it is a cordial of the most soothing 
description. 

I cannot speak in terms too high in commendation 
of my departed friend- His dear memory will ever live; 
for it is rooted in the hearts of all who knew him. He 
was warm in friendship, strong in attachment, social 
and generous to a degree. If anger ruffled him, it only 
served to show with what mildness it could be calmed: 
it may be said of him, that ** he was gentle as the zephyr 
blowing beneath the violet, not wagging its sweet head/* 
But peace to his remains ! — ^* Poor Jack ! I could have 
better spared a better man." 



When I return to town, which I expect will be 
about the middle of the week, I shall hope to see you in 
Tavistock Place. 
I Belieye me to be, my dear Dtck, 

^^^^B Most sincerely yourg, 

To THE EDITOR OF THE LITERARY JOURNAL, 
Upon THE Price of Admission to Drury Lane Theatre. 

Your correspondent, W. T. D., in the tenth 
number of your Journal, being troubled with thick- 
coming fancies/* in consequence, as he says, of *' the 
generally understood intention of the proprietors of the 
two winter theatres, at the commencement of the next 
season, to lower the price of admission to the boxes 
from seven shillings to six shillings ; and as he is 
desirous of ushering in a proiegi of his own into the 
genteel society among whom your valuable paper cir- 
culates, I profess a readiness to discuss the subject with 
hira, in the hope that out of discussion something may 
arise to profit the managers, and amuse the public. 

Your correspondent agrees in the necessity of some 
alteration, but expresses his doubts as to the object 
in view being effected ; yet, notwithstanding, has the 
temerity to suggest a scale of prices being adopted, 
although he believes that, in the reduction, nothing 
would be gained. Now, I have no objection to his 
scale of prices, (except that it is not brought low 
enough), but in the difficulty of a new arrangement 
in the mode of taking the admission-money at the door, 



The access to the boxes is general ^ and one staircase 
leads to the whole: any deviation therefrom, in the 
present disposition of the avenues, I fear, is imprac- 
ticable; or, if rendered otherwise, would lead to great 
expense, not only in the alteration that would be 
required, but also in the appointment of new receivers 
to the approach of every circle. 

My opinion and wish is, that the managers of the- 
atres should return to the good and wholesome time of 
Garrick's administration: and although I am a warm 
admirer of the Roscius of the present day, and, indivi- 
dually, think seven shillings is cheaply given, at any 
time, to see him ; yet, for the million, it is too much, 
I am, sir, a family-man : I like the intellectual treat 
of the drama; and do not hesitate to say, that the school 
of Shakespeare is better fitted to form and furnish the 
minds of the rising generation, than half the academieii 
in the united kingdom. Let us then be allowed to 
purchase this instruction at a reasonable rate : let the 
father of a family indulge, with his children, in mental 
delights; and, ray life for it, they would return from 
a well-acted play more impressed with the salutary 
examples of virtue, and the detestation of vice, than 
can be infused into them by the dull lectures of scho- 
lastic preceptors. 

I have been speaking of theatres, but will now 
confine myself to one ; and, as a proprietor of Drury 
Lane, take the liberty of recommending, at once, a 
reduction from the present extravagant price of seven 
shillings to the old one of five* The theatre, which 
is capacious, would then fill, and the treasury would 
be sufficiently productive to the proprietor to make 
it worth their while to keep it open^ (even with an 



advance among themselves of £6000, which they state 
be necessary to be raised), in order to enable them 
to take the field in the next campaiga, 

I am aware that much opposition will arise to this 
plan from performers who look to benefits ; but their 
ultimate benefit will be found in a disposition to make 
some sacrifice on their part. They should also keep 
in mind, that unless the proprietors benefit as well as 
themselves, it were better the corps should be dis- 
banded, and the property sold for what it may realize. 

Your correspondent speaks of distinctions being pre- 
served among the company* I take it for granted the 
well-dressed auditors would resort to the lower boxes ; 
and that those who do not take the trouble to alter their 
morning dress, would prefer the upper circles, which are 
not so conspicuous, and where a preference is given by 
those who wish to see and hear. 

Yours, &c. 

AN OLD STAGER ♦ 



To Colonel BERKELEY, &€• &c, 
DEAR SIR, Taviatock PUce, July S, 18 IB* 

I SEND you my prompt book of the play 
of Othello, which, if you will take the trouble to scan, 
you will perceive that very little is taken from the 
original text ; and perhaps you will say, the interest 
of the story is not lessened by the liberty I have taken 
in the abridgment, which is rendered necessary for its 
adaptation in my little theatre. 



* Vide tiie LlTSRAflY JOLBNAL. 
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Tlie virtuous Desdemona," (little Booth), is about 
to leave tovm ; and, as I believe, going to Cheltenham : 
without her aid I do not see how I can get the play up 
before the autumn. I will endeavour to see her, and 
" will know more till when, ^ fear not my government" 
Farewell. 

B. O. 



To Colonel BERKELEY, Sec. &c. 
DEAR SIR, TarisUM^ Place, July 8, 181S. 

When shall we meet to have another chat 
about theatricals ? Will you do me the favour to say 
what day you will honour me with your company at 
dinner ? and also present my compliments to the NoUe 
Marquess to meet me at th e citadel he is a good 
one, and his worthiness does challenge much respect'' 
If we dine at seven or eig^t, whichever hour is most 
agreeable to you, cannot you contrive to come about 
five, when we may walk through the prompt-book, 
(which I will thank you to bring with you), and deter- 
mine about the plot and cast ? " TU have a brace of 
Cyprus gallants" to meet you — " lads of approved 
mettle,** who can stand the whips and scorns of an 
audience. The Duke will also be of the party. 

Thine, 

B. O. 



To Captain EDWARD YOUNGE, Southampton. 
MY DEAR YOUNGS, Taristock Place, Aii«^ 0, 1818. 

I AM just come from church with the ladies, 
and being alone, and out of the noise of bulls and 



bears, take the opportunity of thanking you for your 
letter, 

Although deprived of your company, I am glad to 
find you talk of remaining ten days longer in the country, 
as I think you will derive benefit from your excursion ; 
the belief of which will compensate me for your absence* 
I am chained by the leg till the 27th ; but being of the 
genus of quadrupeds above named, you will say it is 
proper I should be so, as it affords you some security 
that I cannot make my escape to Holland before tbe 
time I fixed your attention to ; so that when you return 
it will be for yourself to judge how far you may, with 
safety, trust to my liberation and to my word. 

I almost envy you your nautical delights, and the 
intellectual pleasure you enjoy in the conversation of 
the noble Lord* I begin to thiuk them better than the 
plot and cast of ill-conceived representations, I should 
not like to be a fixed figure for the hand of scorn 
to point his slow unmoving finger at/' nor do I feel 
inclined to unlace my reputation for the name of a 
night-brawler/* Something too much of this, ** Ti» 
better as it is." 

I am going to undo all I have said, by wishing you 
here, as I expect Mr, Perry and three friends to dine 
with me on Wednesday, whom I should be glad you 
could meet, and with whom I fancy you would tika 
to sit down. 

Ever yotirif 
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To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. 

MY DEAK SIR, Tavistock Place, August JO, tSIB- 

1 SHALL never forget that I have received 

many acts of tender kindness and friendship from you : 

but those acts of friendship cannot be repaid by any 

thing 1 have to offer. Still I cannot resist the impulse I 

feel, in requesting your acceptance of a friendly remem- 

brance from me, as a token of your appreciated taste 

in viriit^ but more particularly in those which carry in 

them fac-similes of ancient times : and as you reverence 

the Hoij/ Crass, I pray you, with all humility, not to 

think it unworthy your embrace. 

Why need I say that I accept your present ? Can I 

shut my door to the divine Shakespeare? No; 1 will 

take him to my bosom, and wear him in my hearts 

core, as I do thee.'* I 

Thine, 

0. 



To JOHN RAVENHILL, Esq. Clapham Common, 

Tavistock Place, Auguit SO, l8ia 

Mr, and Mrs, Oakley cannot bend to the cold 
formality of simply sending the enclosed card, without 
expressing to Mr. and Mrs. Ravenhill their deep regret 
and concern for the cause which gives rise to it* They 
do not consider the departure of the amiable Mrs, Pres- 
cott with an ordinary feeling: they do not forget the 
happy hours which have been enlivened by her sweet- 
ness of temper, nor the instruction her example has left 
upon their minds in the recollection of her good breeding, 



her true decorum, and ber amiability of disposition and 
manner. To tbose who have witnessed it, the impression 
cannot be effaced ; and it would be a want of respect 
to her memory, not to bear testimony of it to those 
whose keener sense of feeling, upon such a separation, 
claims the soothings of friendship, unmixed with adu- 
lation. 



To CHARLES WARD, Esq. &c, &c> 
MY DEAR SIR^ Tavbtock Place, August aS, 1818. 

In the Chronicle of to-day it is stated, " that 
the reduction of the price of admission to Drury Lane 
Theatre, in the ensuing season, is a measure on which 
the sub-committee have determined/' If such a measure 
be really determined on, I, as a proprietor and as a friend 
to the drama, offer to the committee my hearty thanks, 
I have ever considered the price of seven shillings to 
the boxes detrimental to the concern, and an almost 
exclusion to family parties ; and with this impression 
still on my mind, I cannot but think their decision 
wise in the extreme/' 
Without a recapitulation of my opinions, I send them 
as sometime since expressed in the enclosed papers* 
The Old Siagcr has had many battles with his friends ; 
most of them have been subdued, and the remainder, he 
has no doubt, will lean to the decision of the committee, 
and be also of opinion, that the measure they have 
adopted is a wise one, and the only course to be pursued 
with advantage, to the amusement of the public, and of 
benefit to the proprietors. 

Have the goodness to preserve for me the papers 
I send you, as they belong to the young ladies, who 



would not allow me to send them to aay one but 
yourself. 

Yours always, 

B. O, 



To CHARLES WARD, Esq. Drury Lane. 
MY DEA a SIRj Tav btock Pbce, September 29, 18 IS. 

I ARRivKB from Paris a day or two ago, and 
found your note ; and it was my intention to have called 
upon you last night ; but a friend came in, and pre- 
vented me. 

I fear the sub-committee appreciate too highly my 
abilities to render service to the theatre : indeed, I am 
unacquainted with the duties of a general committee- 
man; but if you think I can be instructed, you may feel 
assured that I have zeal to undertake a fair proportion 
of labour, and will cheerfully contribute all I can to 
assist the concern. 

Very truly yoars. 



To THOMAS MUNBEN, Est?. Bebnaed Street* 

Tavistock Plac«, S«piemb«r 30, 18 la 

Maky thanks to you, my dear sir, for the 
pleasure you have afforded me, by a perusal of Mr, 
Elliston's pamphlet, and the two very able letters of 
Mr. Moore and the late lamented Mr. Raymond, I 
think Ell is ton completely victorious in the Olpnpk Gam, 
and am glad to find his opinion^ with respect to prices, 
coincide with ray own, as almost every person I have 
conversed with upon the subject strengthens my con- 
viction of the propriety of the measure. 

Upon the subject of orders, Moore and Raymond's 
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opinions ure nearly balanced ; but add Elliston's to 
Moore's, and Raymond kicks the beam. For myself, 
I am too humble to enter the lists ; but you may give 
a tolerable guess tu which side 1 incline. 

Yours very truly, 



'* To Captain EDWARD YOUNG 8tc* Itc. Bhistol, 

DEAR YOUNGE, Ta^btoclt Pl«c^ NoreaLer 5, tSia 

I AM glad to find that my indecisive and 
annoying measures'* to you have not altered your attach- 
ment to me. My mind is too ardent in the pursuit of 
tiriii, to keep pace with one whose amusements are 
confined auT colonnes de la Rue Richelieu : but as I hope to 
be instructed, and the world informed^ by your statis- 
tical inquiries and investigations, I shall rest satisfied, 
and think I have done the State some service," by 
having stimulated you to the pursuit of so much good 
to mankind, by creating an aversion to my trifling incli- 
nations and pursuits. 

Why did you not like the hospitality of the Castle ? 
There I should have thought a Duke would have been at 
home. Who is Miss F. ? I dare not mention names^ 
fearing I should put my foot in it : however* I am glad to 
find you have not lost your footing there. Do not let 
your over-earnest ^eal to shield me, betray you into too 
strong asseverations, I am not ashamed nor alarmed 
for the consequences of an open avowal of what I have 
done. I should be sorry any friend of yours should 
betray an imbecility of mind, by taking '* unjust excep- 
tions to expression.i> emanating from the divine Shake- 
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speare." But who can control his fate? There is a 
special providence e'en in the fall of a sparrow." 

I thank you for your kind inquiries after Mrs. Oakley 
and our family : they are well, and pleased to find you 
have not forgotten them. It gives me great satisfaction 
to find I live in the esteem of our mutual friend, Mr. 
Sheppard. Pray offer him my kindest remembrances. 

Your plate-chest is safely lodged in my strong room, 
and your friendship in my hearts 

Yours always, 

B. O. 



To Captain EDWARD YOUNGE, &c. 8cc. 
DEAR YOUNGE, Royal Exchange, November 19^ 1818. 

What the devil do you want with more 
pepper ? Have not you enough already ? 

My friend Williams is preparing for a commercial 
trip to the Continent, and too much absorbed to attend 
to your commission : besides, I believe his opinion to 
be, with respect to pepper, that there is considerably too 
much of it in the market, and the price too high to 
speculate upon. 

It is rumoured here that the Colonel is about to play 
Benedict. I think the plot and cast bad. 

Yours ever, 

B. O. 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. Abbey Street, Dublin. 
MY DEAR SIR, TaviBtock Place, November 1818. 

To Mrs. Oakley, the young ladies, and my- 
self, your letter has affOTded great satis&ction. We beg 



to assure you we feel an interest in your safety, and are, 
individually and collectively, anxious for your happiness. 
We also are gratified and pleased with the account you 
give us of Mrs. Farran's health, and sincerely offer our 
best wishes for her perfect recovery. Tell her also, from 
myself, 1 shall, in person, next year, on my way to the 
Kilkenny theatricals, thank both her and you for the 
offer of a bed, and that, in all probability, I shall accept 
the offer. 

Your answer to Sir Joseph Hoare is every thin^ it 
ought to be : you have so identified yourself in expression 
with my own feelings, that it is useless in me to give 
you further instructions. I can only again repeat, pursue 
such legal measures as you think fit for the recovery of 
the money, I would (if it were necessary to say more 
on this subject,) have you avoid all correspondence with 
him : he is both specious and deceptious, and not to be 
depended upon — extravagant in promises as he is in 
expenditure. Why does he fly to Ireland to avoid his 
EngHsh creditors, if (as he has assured me,) they had 
signed his deed, and promised not to molest him ? I 
have no objection to a change of security in the way 
you stated to him, of taking good bills payable in three, 
six, and nine months, carrying interest : indeed, my 
good sir, I shall be satisfied with whatever you do. 

Very truly, dear Sir, yours, 

B. O. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE LITERARY JOURNAL, 

SIR, NoTCmber 38, 1813. 

I VERY much admire the liberal remarks 
of EQUAtiTAS, {Literary Jommal^ No. XXXVI, p, 560 J, 



upon the subject of dramatic criticism, in your Journal 
of this day ; and greatly approve of your impartial con- 
duct, in opening the columns of your respectable paper 
to the observations of original correspondents, thereby 
adhering to the w^holesome maxim, " Audi alteram 
partem J' 

EquaJitas observes, that some of the ditiraal critics, 
who loaded Mr. Kean, last season, virith their fulsome 
and injudicious eulogies, now abuse him openly, or 
'* damn him with faint praise;" and that one of them 
wisefy observes, that his performance of the same part 
is always the same." Now, sir, if this observation were 
strictly true, I should very much approve it, particularly 
as I have ever remarked, his conception is clear^ 
and his execution good/' Admitting, as I do, that it 
is so, and I will take his Shylock as an example, 1 
should be sorry to see any deviation from the colouring 
of that finely drawn portrait. 

I consider Mr. Kean an artist of first-rate talent, and 
so excellent a judge of light and shade, that his portraits 
are truly historical : he never looks out of the picture, 
and, like a fine painter, gives the finishing touch before 
it meets the public eye. His discrimination appears 
to me so chaste, and his markings so true, in every 
character he represents, that his first performances, 
(and I have been a witness to every character he has 
attempted), have always impressed me with an opinion, 
that his outlines and the execution of the interior were 
correct ; although, in some instances^ I admit that he 
has occasionally, in repetition, given them a varnish 
which has brought the pictures more prominently for- 
ward. 

In thus venturing to give my bumble opinion of 
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Mr. Kean's merits, 1 am proud in being borne out by 
that of Equalitas ; and> in the glowing language of Rolla, 
say, — *' We want no change, and, least of all, such 
change as these (diurnal critics) " would give us/* 

The non-insertion of advertisements in the impartial 
cdumm of these diurnalists is accounted for by the 
conjectures of Equalitas, that they do not receive 
the same number of free admissions," which, therefore, 
is very likely to have roused " their dread resentments," 
Pitiful and malicious ! can they imagine their observa- 
tions will be appreciated, or bear the stamp of worth, 
when they barter their opinions for the value of an 
admission ticket! Miserable scribes! they are as odious 
to me as the commentators upon our favourite bard : 
they obscure what is intelligible, and make manifest 
their own absurdities. The parody upon the epitaph of 
our divine poet may be well applied to them: — 

" Blest be those who rightly con me. 

And damn'd be they who comment on me." 

I am, Sir, yours, 

AN OLD STAGER • 



To R. G. THOMAS, Esq. Serjeants' Inn, 

DEAR THOMAS, Royal Endiajigt, December 4, 1818. 

It is very unpleasant to me to be under 
the necessity of again calling upon you for my account. 
I have twenty times asked, and even solicited for it, 
and also urged you to give me a reason why you with- 



• Vide Liter ARY Joi'll^f al. 



hold it from me : but you have not given me even 
an answer. This tardiness sickens me! Call you it 
professional ? If so. Heaven defend me from professional 
intermeddling ! I must renounce all leases, all free- 
holds,^ — every thing, in short, but what I can manage 
myself. 

You tell me I have been your debtor for seven years : 
this is not friendly ; for I should think, through the long 
period of five and twenty years* acquaintance, you might 
have read my disposition to be averse from having long 
standing accounts. Surely then, if friendship, during 
that long period, has not taken root, when and where 
is it to be found ? 

You are oftended with me that I did not dine with 
you : did you ask me ? How could t disappoint where 
I had not promised ? Can your recollection bring to 
mind that I ever broke an engagement ? if it could* 
that would be a motive that ought to excite compassion, 
as it might be attributed to infirmity of mind, — to for- 
getfulness, — perhaps to indifference. Indifference, how- 
ever, should manifest itself in the acceptance of an 
engagement; but when accepted, no plea but indis- 
position ought to prevent its fulfilment. 

I should not wonder were you to think I have said 
too much ; but I am fond of consistency, and do not 
like to have it supposed I am in error, when I can, with 
so much conviction to my own mind, assert that I 
am not. 

Yours truly. 



To Master R. OAKLEY, at the Rev. Mb. Potticarv's. 

BtACKHEATH- 
MY DEAR RICHARD, Royal Eidiar>ge, December a, 1813. 

I RECEIVED, a few days since, your expected 
information, announcing the day when you are to leave 
school for the holidays ; and can assure you, that your 
mother, sisters^ and myself^ will be glad to see you. I 
think you had better come to town with the young 
gentlemen, as it may be inconvenient for me to send for 
you ; and let me advise you to make a memorandum of 
the day, fearing, as I do, you may forget it. 

For the kind care Mrs, Potticary took of you, during 
.your indisposition with the mumps, do not forget to 
manifest your affectionate remembrance ; and permit 
me to anticipate your feelings, by requesting Mr. and 
Irs, Potticary, and the young ladies, to name the 
earliest day suited to their convenience, for the purpose 
of gratifying us with their company in Tavistock Place • 

I hope and trust you have been a good boy, and 
that I shall have conspicuous proof, when you come 
home, of your having attended closely to your studies. 
This is the time, my dear Richard, to avail yourself 
of the advantages now offered you, of storing in your 
mind useful knowledge, that you may have the proud 
gratification to say, when you become a man, you did 
your duty when a boy. 

Let me urge you to follow the example of your dear 
departed brother : tit yourself, like him, for the pursuits 
of business ; and, like him, furnish your mind with 
classical acquirements, and emulate those fascinating 
qualities in conversation, which created the delight and 



admiration of all who knew him, and who still alFec- 
tionately bear the impression excited by his manly 
character, and the generosity of his noble heart. 

Do not forget these injunctions, and yon will, by so 
doing, aver secure to you the affections of 

Your loving Father, 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. 
MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exchange, December 9, 1818. 

I FIND, by your favour of the 3d instant, that 
you are "pursuing the business'' as fast as possible; 
also by the enclosed notes you sent me in your letter, 
that Mr. Hamsell is at work. If it be necessary, as 
he seems to hint at, that Sir Joseph must be served^ 
1 am afraid you will have some difficulty, as he is accus- 
tomed to hide himself, and knows well how to avoid 
his pursuers, 

I have seen Mr. Harcourt, who has a claim upon 
the baronet, and have given him your address for the 
purpose, if he should feel inclined, to ask your advice ; 
but I rather think him too passive to take any step 
at present. You will therefore not look to any co- 
operation with me unless that gentleman chooses to 
join : no other am 1 acquainted with, 

I am glad to find you speak more favourably of Mrs, 
Farrans health. Mrs. Oakley, the young ladies, and 
myself, send our best and sincere wishes for her recovery, 
I can only send you thanks for your intention respecting 
the Kilkenny papers, and for your invitation to Mrs. or 
Miss Oakley to accompany me next year to Dublin. 
They are not so theatrical as myself j therefore it is most 
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probable I shall make my mirk alone ; but, before that 
takes place, I shall hope to witness your mcmid appear- 
ance in London. 

Do not forget my map of Dublin : should you not 
send it, bow shall I find my way to Abbey Street 
through the intricate windings of your splendid metro* 
polls ? If you wish to see me, send rm my map. 



Yours very truly. 



B, 0. 



To R, G- THOMAS, Esq. Tooting Lobce. 

f DEAR THOMAS, Royal Eaicbange, December 15, 1818, 

Your angry and petulant letter is ill be- 
^ coining a man of business, nor does it do you any credit 
I as a man of the world* You did not perceive, then» that 
I it was respectful to answer mine, until informed by Mrs. 
Thomas that you were in arrears/' Perhaps this is an 
elucidation of " the proud man s contumely." The case 
stands thus : I am a poor humble supplicant for the 
adjustment of a long standing account » which I would 
rather settle myself than leave to my executors to do : 
you, on the contrary, would rather your executors should 
do it than yourself. It reminds me of the frogs in the 
fable, "It may be sport to you, but it is death to me." 

I do not understand what you mean by alluding to 
the £200 I gave you on account, being on other 
grounds.'' I am too "stiff-necked" to pry into other 
persons' concerns : what your multifarious arrangements 
are, I have nothing to do with, nor do I think my 
" energies," were they directed to your concerns, would 
be of service to you. Indeed, I should, or perhaps you 



would imagine, any interfereace of mine '* an absurdity^ 
and bordering almost upon an insult." 

If I thought 1 had lost any " credit " by not dining 
at Tooting Lodge, I should be eager to retrieve it by 
my " own appointment" to dine there, even without a 
special invitation" from you : but, ** as conscience 
makes cowards of us aU," I have not " the native hue of 
resolution'* — "to screw my courage to the sticking- 
place and therefore must be content to stay at bome^ 
amusing myself with " epistolary aberrations," and en- 
deavour to retahi ** some regard for you and yours," 

Your poor Servant ever," 



To Mr. and Mrs. BRITTON. 

Tavistock PUce, December M, 1818. 
DEAE Sra AND DEAR MADAM, 

If yon are not too much attached to your 
snug room, and will, to-morrow, attempt an excursion 
to an oblong house within an hundred miles of where 
you live, you will find a domesticated fellow of half 
a century standing, with a good sort of woman^ and 
some fac-similes of herself and himself, who will be glad 
to see you* 

We have a little Parrott sent us from Tooting, very 
playful and full of tricks : it is not yet taught to speak; 
but it will scold very intelligibly; and when put in a 
passion, will utter very extraordinary notes. It is of 
the feminine gender; yet from its propensity to the 
female breast, I should almost fancy it to be of the 
masculine species* In this there is something very odd. 
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inasmuch as its appetite is directly opposite to that 
of its mother, who, on the contrary, is more attached 
to the male kind, and who actually fled from the 
rookery in Tavistock Place to build her nest at Tooting ; 
from whence, as if by instinct, the young one has found 
its way back to the original nest, and is absolutely 
caressed and received by the natives, (for " birds of a 
feather will flock together"), as one who had been 
hatched among them. 



Say then, jouli he htre, 
T0 take our ChiistmaA cheer. 



To 



MONTAGUE, Esq, Stock well. 



I 

W DEAR SIR, December £4> ISlt- 

I I AM quite ashamed to remain your debtor 

' so long. If my recollection serves me right, I think 
it is somewhere about three guineas : it may be a few 
shillings more or less : but be it either way, it is of 
no moment, I therefore send you a draft for that sum, 
with my hearty thanks. 

Now, having discharged this debt, I am anxious 
to incur another, and solicit the honour of your company 
at dinner, in Tavistock Place, on any day you will 
name convenient to yourself; which, if you grant, I 
shall be your debtor again, and will proudly acknow* 
ledge the obligation. 

I am, &€. 
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To JOHN DAVID, Esq- Threadneeble Stbeet, 

My DEAK SIR, Royal Exchange, Januavj 15, 

I CANNOT longer refrain from expressing to 
you how sensibly I feel, commiserate, and sympathize 
in your misfortunes. If I have not paid you that atten- 
tion which perhaps you thought I ought, pray attributB 
it to the reluctance 1 felt in beUevitig tbat a too obtrusive 
interference would have been painful to you. To say 
that I feel sorry for your embarrassments, is but to 
express the general sympathy of every one who knows 
you: but where manliness of character, integrity, friend- 
ship, and social worth, encounter the desolating pangs 
of separation from worldly comfort, and comfort taken 
from such a man, my heart bleeds, and I become iden- 
tified in your sufferings. Accept then, dear sir, my 
sympathy ; it is all I can at present offer you, with 
the exception of the use of my house, which if you think 
it can afford you relief, come, and partake of its comforts 
with me, and waive all ceremony in a warm compliance 
with ray wishes. 

Yoar obliged Frieiid> 



To RICHARD RICKARDS, Esq. Bishofsgate Stheet. 
SIR, Rojsil EselmDge, January 16, iai&. 

Mr, Evans, the bearer of this, is the person 
Mn Williams has kindly undertaken to introduce to your 
notice. Allow me to say in behalf of Mr, Evans, whose 
qualifications I believe to be equal to the situation now 
in your contemplation to assign him, that 1 have known 



him very many years, and can, with the most confident 
satisfaction, speak to the integrity, steadiness, and cor- 
rectness of his conduct- He has been highly respect- 
able and respected, and stUl lives in the esteem of all 
who know him : he possesses a religious fortitude of 
mind, although he is a man acquainted with grief," 
and looks, with anxious hope, to be able to bear up 
against the storms of adversity, and to the protection 
and maintenance of a large family, now motherless, 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 



To THE Rev. JOHN POTTICARY, Blaceheath, 

MY DEAR SJ% Royal E3tchatige, Janunry SI, 1819, 

Your kind care of, and attention to, my little 
boy, deserves something more than thanks: I have there- 
fore to request you will consider him in your establish- 
ment as having reached his twelfth year, and charge 
me accordingly. 

My kind regards to your family, and 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, 
Yours always, 

B, 0, 



To GEORGE RANKING, Esq. Cheafsibe. 

MX DEAR SIR, Tmvbtock Pliic«, Ftbruary 25, 1819, 

Many thanks to you for your very 
amusing present, 

I have read, with much pleasure, the observations 
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respecting the authenticity of Junius, and fall completely 
into the opinion of the ingenious author of the letters 
addressed to a Noble Lord. I think the motive of action 
is strongly made out, and strongly corroborated by 
the action ceasing when the Noble Duke accomplished 
his object, 

A little enl to an individual has done a great public 
good, by adding to the stock of epistolary literature 
some of the best specimens in our language. 

I beg my remembrances to your brother, and request 
you will bear in mind what I verbally expressed to 
you, my wish, and the pleasure it will afford me, to 
see you in Tavistock Place, 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 
Your obliged Friend, 

B. O. 



To CHARLES WARD, Esq. 

MY DEAK SIE, March $2, laip. 

In the list of Vice-Presidents for the ensuiug 
anniversary of the Drury Lane Theatrical Fund, I find 
I am styled a M,P. ; in consequence of which I have 
been solicited by my friends to give them franks. This 
I found very troublesome, and therefore told them I 
should accept the Chiltern hundreds. Be so good then, 
if I am to be identified with Old Drury, to let me appear 
in my own character when next you bring me before 
the public. 



To Colonel GARDNIR, 8tc. &c. Horse Guahbs. 
MY DEAR SIB, Tiviatock Phce, March 1810. 

I HAVE received a letter from a lady in 
Ireland, written at the request of Mrs. Carnie, of a 
very melancholy description. I have too much reason 
to fear you anticipate its contents. As 1 intend answer- 
ing it to-day, I could wish you would furnish me with 
what particulars you know about Colonel Camie, when 
and where he embarked in the terrific vessel, which* 
there is too much reason to fear, encloses the body of 
our dear and excellent friend < 

Late in December the Colonel dined with me, and 
subsequently called upon me in the city, when, if 1 
understood him right, he expected to leave town in 
a few days. This was about the first or second week 
in January, 

If you can, under these fearful apprehensions, say 
any thing to alleviate the anxieties of Mrs, Camie, I 
shall be most happy to convey it to her* 

I beg you to accept my inquiries after your health, and 

Believe me to be, dear Sir^ 
Yours always^ 

B. O. 



To Mhi. CARNIE, KiKsALE, Ireland, 

MY DEAE MADAM, Tamiodt Place, Mardi 3$, 1819. 

1m MEDIATE LY upon the receipt of Mrs, 
Austin's letter, I addressed one to Colonel Gardner, 
who says, ** a report is certainly in existence of the 
melancholy event you mention having occurred; but I 
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am by no means satisfied of its being founded in fact,' 
And also I have inquired at Lloyd where I found 
that the packet sailed on the 2Sth of January for Cork, 
and that fifty guineas per cent have been given to 
ensure her. 

While there is a hope, do not> my dear madam, 
despair ; nor, at the same time, lay too flattering an 
expectation to your heart. 

If my sympathy, or that of Mrs. Oakley and my 
family, can at all tend to alleviate your feelings in this 
most anxious moment of doubt, we offer it in the sin- 
cerity of friendship, I shall be most glad to com- 
municate to you any thing favourable ; and the moment 
I hear it, no time shall be lost in forwarding it to you, 

I think it was in the first or second week in January 

I shook hands with my worthy friend, and learned his 

intention q( leaving town in a few days. He had, with 

his son, previously dined with me in Tavistock Place, 

and gratified the ladies and myself with a favourable 

account of your health. If it has been the will of 

Heaven to finish his earthly campaign, you, and all 

who knew him, have the bright hope of bis immortal 

happiness: to that will we must bow with reverential 

awe- 
Believe me to be, ray dear Madam^ 

Your sympathizing Friend, 



To Mrs. GEORGE OAKLEY. 
MY DEAR SISTER, Tavktock Pkce, March 1819. 

I KEED not be reminded, that whan you 
make pecuniary requests to me^ they are in behalf of 



my " own family." Alas ! I cannot but feel the degra- 
dation — I cannot but feel its pressure also, although 
what may be expected of me may appear insignificant to 
those who measure out my means by the appearance 
I make in society, I was told the other day, by a 
poor mendicant at my gate, " that he wbm sure I could 
relieve him, because I lived in a large house." My 
good friend/' I replied, that is the very reason why 
I cannot assist you/' However, I can, when occasion 
demands it, abridge my luxuries to relieve the helpless ; 
and therefore send you the enclosed draft, to be applied 
in any way your gentle and philanthropic nature directs. 

Yours affectionately, 

B. O, 



To THE EDITOR OF THE LITERARY JOURNAL, 
Upon the Squabbles of Actohs and Authohs. 

SIR, Mutch i7, mi% 

It is very seldom I trouble you with my 
sentiments, or trouble myself about the squabbles be- 
tween actors and authors, or between the public and 
managers of theatres ; but the recent controversy between 
Mr. Kean and Mr. Bucke has become so generally 
mentioned, that it is impossible not to take an interest 
in it. 

I confess, when first I read Mr. Kean s letter, that I 
could not help admiring it : there is a boldness of feature 
about it, and such a manly expression of indignation, 
that brought the very person of Kean before me, with 
almost the same impression I have felt when seeing 
him act. I did not discover any vulgarity in it, as 



some persons have remarked, and am now only inclined 
to think it intemperate, because Mn Kean has himself 
acknowledged so much. 

I have not read the " Italians," and therefore cannot 
form an opinion upon it- Even if I had read it, and 
thought it the ** worst of the bad," I should not like 
to say so, fearing I might incur the lash of Mr* Bucke, 
who prohably might call my opinion a disgraceful 
outrage on private feeling." Mr. Kean may have felt, 
on reading this tragedy, what he has so emphatically 
expressed ; he may he wrong in his judgment upon 
it ; but if it be an error in judgment, I think Mr. Bucke, 
in his preface to his play, has committed a disgracefiil 
outrage upon Mr, Kean's feelings, by his intemperate 
remarks. 

Mn Kean is charged with not allowing any one 
" to approach him too nearly in talent," It surely 
must be in the recollection of the town with what 
eagerness Mr, Kean seized the opportunity of intro- 
ducing Mr* Booth upon the boards of Drury Lane 
Theatre. This, surely , did not show any jealousy ; but, 
on the contrary, an aptitude to encQurage talent ; for at 
that time the public were a little divided in opinion 
upon the respective powers of these tragedians. If 
St- Peter s stand upon consecrated ground, this is the 
truth." What then becomes of Mr. Bucke s charge of 
jealousy among the performers," neither suiting his 
reputation nor the interests of the theatre ? " Why, this 
is all hearsay, and what Mr* Bucke calls circum* 
stantial evidence," and which he thinks is ** far better 
than positive ! !" 

I am, Mr. Editor, a warm admirer of Kean's talents : 
I think, with the author of the Philosophy of Nature* 



that he is ** the first tragedian of the day." If then this 
disappointed author acknowledge so much, it must be 
admitted that Mr. Kean s conception is good : yet the 
author of the Philosophy of Nature and this *' actor 
of nature " disagree ! ! 

In the Morning Herald, a paper famous for taking 
up theatrical squabbles, there have appeared some very 
severe animadversions upon the conduct of Mr, Kean. 
In one of them 1 could not help fancying I discovered 
a great similarity of style in the observations I saw 
there, and Mr. Buckets letter, I may be wrong — I 
hope it is so — I dare not think he would commit a 
" disgraceful outrage'' either on public or private feeling. 
I am anxious for fair play — I would not have Keans 
noble nature be abused" — I know the generosity 
of his heart leads him *' to think men honest that but 
seem to be so*" He may have written not wisely, 
but too well and his generous acknowledgment of it 
to the public must increase their good opinion of him^ 
as it has occasioned the admiration of 

AN OLD STAGER. 



To Captain YOUNGE, 8cc. Bhistoi.. 

DEAR YOUNCE, Tavistock Place, April 99, 1815*. 

Your letter raised in my mind sensations, 
such as a father must naturally feel ; and the conversation 
subsequently with you, touching its contents, did not, 
in any degree, remove the impression it had made ; but, 
on the contrary, excited in me a wish, that an oppor- 
tunity had been afforded me of further explanation. 



The subject, this morning, I imparted to Mrs. O, 
generally^ and to Miss M. partially. To the first it 
occasioned surprise and concern ; to the latter, agonizing 
distress, I left them, and went into the city — saw 
Mr. W. as usual : this was about two o clock. Shortly 
after my return home (about five), and before I had 
seen any of my family, Mr W, met me in my garden, 
and said, he wished to speak with me. " 1 understand 
you have received a letter from Captain Younge^ reflect- 
ing upon my conduct; may I see it?" Sir, I have 
Captain Younges permission to show it, and I have 
no objection/' lie read it, and remarked, that it was an 
imperthient mtcrfcrerwe, intended to do him an injury, 
and tliat it was not the Jirsl time you had manifested 
a like disposition, " A comersalion/' he said, " had 
taken pi nee upon the subject of his marriajfc; but that 
it was obirudul upon him bt/ your.sc//, and was to him 
60 offensive, that he did not cLnoso to satisfy your 
curiosity- The subject u]iDn wliat I may be supposed 
to be worth, onghuded rrha wkh marself, wlio thought 

it may amount to ; for that I liad given about 

to Mrs, Parrott, upon her marriage ! ! He admitted 
it may amount to 

Here I must remark, that any observation of this 
sort, from either party, does not bespeak a candid 
conduct in those, who, to a great degree, possess my 
confidence ; more particularly, as I profess to have " a 
free and noble disposition, and think men honest who 
but seem to be so/' and do not like to wear my heart 
upon my sleeve for daws to peck at." I would advise 
both, in future, when they wish to be informed, not to 
" go roundly to work ; but to bring the matter to the 
test," and ** I will proper answer give/' 
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1 said, 1 saw Mr, W, in the city about two, I found 
he had been here shortly after, and found M. in tears. 
It was the interlude of Lovers QaarrcL^; the denouement 
of which were two letters, written by Mi\ \\\^ and left 
with Miss j\L : one to myself, the other to you, with a 
request that I would forward the latter with your super- 
scription, with which he was unacquainted. This I shall 
not do. Here let the matter rest. 1 shall 

** Nothing eit€tiuate, nor aught set down ia malice,* 

in this comedy of .4// in the Wrotfg; nor will 1 take any 
part in the Bn^ij/ Boihf^ my foric not being in that line, 
I have played the character of a watchful husband and 
father many years, arul du nut want a |>rQii pter; and 
being in possession of ibc ymt^ 1 hai^e no wibh to give 
them up, while 1 am honoured wUh applause. 

A friend of mine has produced a farce, intended to 
be brought out at my theatre : the characters are not yet 
cast, but they are natural, and easily filled. There is a 
lover and a soldkr in the piece, and they are very well 
drawn. The lover, as usual, is volatile, impetuous, and 
ardent in the extreme; thoughtless and good natured ; 
frank in disposition, extravagant in professions, and 
prodigal in expenditure : he thinks that happiness is 
to be purchased by oriental wealth, and fancies that 
domestic comfort cannot be complete without the 
^ luxuries of foreign climes. 

HB^ The veteran, on the contrary, would be content 
W with a small pittance ; he has seen much of the world — 
I seen its follies — endeavoured to amend them, but with- 
I out success. He is eccentric and well read, assuming a 
I dictatorial authority, mixed up with censoriousness. In 
I retirement he is humble, but in company vain ; he there 
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makes sketches of characters only; but when alone, 
finishes the portraits after his own manner ; he colonrs 
those with agreeable tints whom he thinks favourably 
of, and makes those odious who by others are considered 
amiable* He can, without being morose, find fault with 
any one ; and fancying himself a perfect gentleman, thinks 
with Hamlet, " that some of Nature s journeymen had 
made man, and not made him weli^ he imitates humanity 
so abominably." 

There are subordinate characters in the farce, but 
too insignificant to be mentioned, except an interesting 
little girl, who, although the youngest in the faniilyp it 
supposed to eclipse all her sisters, and throw them 
completely in the back-ground- I have no great opinion 
of the success of the piece, which, should I bring out, 
I will get you (who are so able in drawing characters,) 
to write a prologue for it. 

Yours truly, 

B. 0, 



To Captain EDWARD YOUNGE, Bbistol. 
DEAR YOUNGE, Tavistock Plaw, Jutio 16, 1819, 

It is a rule with me, never to snffer a 
gentleman's letter to remain unanswered 

Among the number of friends you have at Bristol, 
I should imagine you cannot be without " the con* 
solations of friendship : " if by adding my name to the 
catalogue, you think you increase your stock, I shall feel 
proud to have it enrolled • 

From the style of your letter, it appears yoo have 
kept bad company — the blue devils are spreading them- 
selves every where, and it i^ as much as I can do to 
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avoid them : no wooder then you should have met with 
them, 

YooTi tmlyj 



To 



NIIELE, Esq. 



Me, Oaklet begs to thank Mr, Neele for 
his valuahle mental present. 

If Mr- Oakley had not a perfect recoUeetion of the 
beauty of Mr, Neele's Poems, he should " blame the 
publisher'* for withholding firom him so delectable a 
treat. But why should ilr, Oakley blame the publisher 
for parting with so rich a treasure ? Can any one 
suppose the present possessor of such a jewel will ever 
suflFer it to leave hii library ? No : while memmj 
holds a seat in his distracted globe," " he will keep it in 
his mind s eye," and " wear it in his hearts core.^ 



To CHARLES WARD, Esq. Dirpv Laiie. 



^ ms nuj 

r 

■ DEAR SlBt Tftf Umi W^mx, Jnae tSlt. 

I WILL co-operate in any measure which 
p may be adopts by the General Committee, as regards 
^ the subscription recommended by the Select Committee, 
for the purpose of letting the Theatre Eojral, Drury 
Lane. 

If I can possibly attend the meeting, i wHL 



224 



To Master R, OAKLEY, Southend. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Royal Eichat»ge> July 8, iai9< 

I AM very much obliged to you, for your 
kind, affectionate letter ; and am glad to find you take 
more delight in Viri^il and Ovid, than in donkey carts 
and horses ; and that yoii prefer sitting down to drawing, 
and writing letters, than indulging in dangerous excur- 
sions upon the water. Your attention to your mamma 
and sisters, gives me the utmost satisfaction. How 
much better all this is, than the idle nonsense of poney 
riding, plays, and puppet shows 1 None but bof/s are 
fond of such trifles ; indeed, I am most happy t/m 
disregard tliem, 

I would not have you be unhappy because you are 
abmii from schooL The time will soon arrive whe 
you will have the plenmre of seeing Mr. Potticary ; but 
remember, you are now with your mamma and sisters, 
and you should endeavour to be as happy as possible, 
especially as the time is short, and as they do not urge 
you to stay longer, I am sure they would not ask it 
if it were disagrteahk to you. 

I do not know how many letters Jane has written to 
me ; but if I have received there must have been 
half a dozen. I am grateful for all your attentions to me, 
and you cannot imagine the spirits I am in, 

Have you seen the comet, Richard ? If you look 
towards the north, (which point you may discover by 
tracing the dial), you will see it about ten o'clock:, it 
has streaks, or rays of light, extending a considerable 
way, emanating from its nucleus, and rising upwards 
towards the heavens, I would have you notice it, as 



perhaps you may never see another; and yon will do 
well to insert some mention of it in your Journal, (a^ 
/ know you keep one), and which some years hence, 
should you live, will be a source of gratification to you, 
to find what you had noticed when young. 

Caution your sisters not to drink more sea-water 
than they like : as for yourself, I need not warn you, as 
you have too much prudence to do it. Fruit, except 
you have a relish for ii, I would have you abstain from, 
and let me advise you not to keep too much money in 
your pocket: it will be of no use to you, if you do not 
spend it ; and as to your clothes, they are not worth 
preserving, especially your shoes ; for it will be better, 
whenever you see a puddle of water, to go into it, than 
avoid it ; and you will have this advantage, that it wil! 
be likely to give you cold, and you will then have a 
good excuse for staying at home. 

Tell Mary I have received her letter, for which I 
thank her ; and also tell her, that the diction of it is 
very creditable to her. 

I must again thank you for your great attcfiiion, 
and assure you, my dear boy, that 

1 am affectionately yoors, 

B, O. 



To Miss CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, Tooting. 

Your letter, my dear little butler, served 
to remove the ennui of a lone father in a large house. 
1 was sitting down to beans and bacon when it arrived, 
and had occasion for only one glass of wine, with your 
affectionate remembrance of me, to keep up my spirits 
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for the night. Yesterday I had a despatch from South- 
end, brought by the coachman, who delivered up his 
charge to the care of Mrs, Barnes, about seven Q'clock» 
the preceding evening. 

I can anticipate the welcome given you by dear 
Adriana; and but for the unfavourableness of the day, 1 
should probably have interrupted you in the multifarious 
communications you had to make upon passing events, 
1 should think you had enough to say, and your sister 
enough to do, by lending an attentive ear to the volubility 
of your speech. I am afraid my little grand-daughter 
must have been neglected : her prattlings must have 
passed unobserved ; and poor Parrott, I suppose, must 
have sought retirement in a sleeping draught, 

I hope you may be spared on Friday, to enable you 
to accompany rae to Essex, In the mean time, if I can^ 
I will run down. Probably on that day I may contrive 
to fetch you : at all events, I wiU avoid engaging myself, 
in the hope that I may see you either at Tooting, or in 
Tavistock Place. 

From seven till eleven last night I passed at Doctor 
Powell s, and heard some good music. He had a small 
party. 

I hope the elements are not angry that I write to 
you J but it thunders loud, and a gloom pervades the 
horizon. May you be sheltered from the approaching 
storm, and all the ills of hfe, is the wish of 



Your aflTecttofiate Father^ 

B, 0. 



To Doctor MOSELY, Albany Cba 



Tavbtock Place, July 9, laig, 

1 LEARN from Mrs, Barnes of South End, that 
you are to be my successor at No. 9, upon the Terrace, 
on the 1 9th instant. 

My family at present occupy the house \ and should 
it so happen that any circumstance has arisen which 
may induce you to remain in town a week or two longer, 
they would like to avail themselves of it : but on no 
account whatever can I solicit the indulgence, if it inter- 
feres with your arrangement. 

If not too much trouble, may I request an answer ? 




I have the honour to be, Sir, 8c€* 

B. O. 



To Miss C. OAKLEY, Tooting- 



MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Tavistock Place, July t4, 1819. 

It wants a quarter to eleven o'clock, and it is 
within these few minutes that a loud ringing at the bell 
preceded the ushering in of your letter. This is a later 
hour than I ever remember the postman to call, 

I was reading the Life of Cumberland, the dramatist; 
but 1 put it down to satisfy you, and also gratify myself, 
by replying to your letter, which if i do not, now I 
am uninterrupted, probably I may not find time for it 
to-morrow. You will infer I am alone ; and, with the 
exception of Sunday, when I dined with Doctor Powell, 
have, in the same way, passed all my evenings since you 
left me> « 
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Soon after you went on Saturday I received a letter 
from Doctor Mosely, expressing his concern that it was 
not in bis power to accomniodate me, in consequence 
of his arrangements being made as to time : being pro- 
fessional, I admitted the excuse as good, though I 
confess I was disappointed. I instantly acquainted your 
mamma, to endeavour to get another house : I have 
heard from her to-day, and find it impracticable. Her 
letter I have answered, and begged her to return on 
Saturday, winding up thereby the full time of three 
weeks, I expect them at dinner. 

Of the thousand thanks Adriana has sent me for the 
kiss^ I return her nine hundred and ninety-nine, being 
quite satisfied, and think one an equivalent. 

I dare say you passed an agreeable hour or two with 
Mrs, Bridges, She is a pleasant companion, and a very 
amiable woman. 

I received, on Sunday, a basket of fruit from Mr. 
Sheppard ; four melons and a pine. The latter I took 
with me for the Doctors opinion, which was, that it 
should be taken inter nally. It was accordingly dissected, 
and each round the table had a dose of it. The former 
I divided between Mr, Perry and Mr. Britton, 

If you will kiss Adriana for me, and her sweet little 
girl, I will pay you for it when 1 see you ; or if it should 
be too much trouble to you, kiss the infant only. Tell 
Parrott to kiss his wife, which will do as well. 



Your affectionate Father, 

B, 0. 



To AMBROSE CHARLES, Esq. Cantebburt* 



MY DEAR SIR, TiiTiitodt Pkce, Jdf 30, tBW. 

Permit me to introduce to you a particular 
friend of raine> Mr. Brit ton, whose object in visiting your 
city, is to add to the stock of antiquarian research. 

You will find in this gentleman a congeniality of 
sentiment with yourself upon literature and the fine 
arts ; and I think it will afford you pleasure to give him 
all the information in your power. 

Pray accept my best inquiries after your health, and 

Believe me to be. 



To OSBORNE SNOULTEW. Ebq. Cakteebuby- 

MY D£AR SIE, Tftruiodi Plac«, Julj fO^ 1S19. 

Mb-Brittok^ a literary friend of mine, visiti 
your city, for the purpose of collecting the best informa- 
tion he can, relating to the history of your noble Cathe- 
dral : any introduction you can give him to the heads of 
the church, wiU be acceptable to him, and gratifying 
to me, 

I beg yon to present mine and Mrs, Oakley's best 
regards to your daughter, and 

Beliefe me to be, my dear Sir, 

Yaon very tnJyp 
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To THOMAS SHELTON, Esq. SssstONS House* 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exthmge, Augusi 6, Wt% 

I AM truly concerned to find we have lost 
our much valued friend* 

Mr, Nichol was a man, in every sense of the word, 
generous, honest, liberal, and social : frank in dispo- 
sitioDj bold in conception, and warm in friendship- It 
may truly be said of him, that Neasden '* will not look 
upon his like again/* 

I beg you to convey to his afflicted family, my best 
sympathies, and sincere regrets* 

Very truly yours. 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq, Dublin, 
MY DEAR SIR, Riiytd Etchmgtt Augast 10, 181!>. 

I AM SO frequently asked by Mrs. Oakley, 
how Mrs. Farran is, that I am obliged to make the 
inquiry of you, in order to satisfy her. It is generally 
understood " that no news are good news;" and therefore 
I always answer to her importunities, " Very well/* At 
least I anticipate so, and certainly hope so, 

How goes on my cause ? I fear you have met witli 
impediments,' and shall be glad to find there are none 
but what your activity may surmount* When does the 
Kilkenny carnival begin ? I should like to know some- 
thing about it, if it lies in your way to inform me ; and if 
I can arrange for a fortnight's absence, I think I should 
Jike to visit your fine country. 

With every good wish, 

1 remain, my dear Sir^ 

B. O, 



To Miss C. OAKLEY. 



MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Rojal Eicbange, August tSj 1S1«. 

The day for the nuptials of your sister being 
fixed for Saturday, I think it would aflFord great satis- 
faction to interesting little Mary, were you to come and 
take your leave of her. This I know she would like, 
provided you find Adriana well enough on Saturday 
morning, and think you can, with propriety, leave her 
till the evening. As I fancy I shall be obliged to come 
into the city after the ceremony, I can bring you with 
me, which may be about three o'clock. 

Give my kind love, and best wishes, to my dear 

Yours ever, 

B, O. 



To Mrs. PARROTT, Tooting. 

MY DEAR ADRIANA, Royai Excbange, Augu»l «8, 1819* 

1 HAVE this morning given away your very 
interesting little sister, Mary, to Mr, Williams. They were 
married at St* Pancras, Your mother, Mrs, Williams, 
senior, Elizabeth, myself, and Richard, were witnesses of 
the ceremony. Poor Mary manifested great sensibility, 
and Mr. Williams a decorous and manly behaviour. I 
took leave of them about twelve o'clock, and at three 
(as I understood it was intended,) I suppose they left 
Tavistock Place. 

May that Providence, which has enabled me to make 
them bappy, shower down its blessings upon them ; and 
may the same protecting Providence continue to you, 
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and all my dear children, happiness as perfect as can be 
expected in this life. 

Ever yours, 

B. O. 



To Miss C. OAKLEY, Tooting. 
MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Royal Exdiangt, SepUmber 16, 1810. 

I A M off for Manchester, alone, in about an 
hour. I should have left in better spirits if my dear 
Adriana had been where we have for some weeks expected 
she would have been. Give my kind love and blessing 
to her, to Parrott likewise, and to the dear little one. 
God bless you. 

B. O. 



To Master R. R. OAKLEY, Blackheath. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Royal Exchange, September 16, 1819. 

I AM just setting off for Manchester, on my 
way to Ireland. Receive my affectionate embrace. Re- 
member the good advice I have given you, and study to 
deserve the love of your dear mother and sisters. 

Your kind and loving Father, 

B. O. 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. Norfolk Street, London. 
MY DEAR SIR, Chester, September 80, 1819. 

I HAVE just time to say and express my regret 
for the crosses and disappointments of this vexatious 
world. I had anticipated the delightful pleasure of seeing 
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Mrs, Farran and yourself, under your own friendly roof, 
in Dublin : and it has greatly damped the comfort I had 
in prospect, which only can be relieved by the hope 
that you and Mrs. Farran will give that society to 
Mrs, Oakley and my daughters in London, which you 
have robbed me of. Why did you not say, a week ago, 
that I was likely to be disappointed ; for, I assure you, 
nothing but the pledge I had given would have induced 
me, at this fluctuating time, to have left London : but 
having given my promise, and being now on my way, I 
must go on, and probably shall go on to the Land a End i 
for I feel inclined, with the spirit of a giant, to tread the 
causewa^t which none but gigantic spirits dare walk 
upon, 

I do not know whether I am not very angry with 
you; and fearing I should grow into passion, and lose 
all command of temper, I will, while I can, say, 

I am still yaurs^ 

B. O, 



To Mbs, OAKLEY, Tavistock Place. 
DEAREST HANNAH, Molm Uotd, Dublin, Sept. S5, 1810. 

I AM now sitting in a pleasant room^ looking 
into Sackvilie Street, having arrived here just in time 
to take my breakfast, somewhat tatigued with my jour- 
ney, and choosing rather to acquaint you of my arrival 
previously to the indulging my curiosity with the in- 
spection of objects, of which there are many here well 
deserving the notice of a stranger* 

The absence of Mr, Farran presents a blank to the 
realization of what I had anticipated in the pleasure of 
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his company : but he has, with his usual attention, paved 
the way, by requesting his friends to fill it up, and which 
has handsomely been done by a call which I have just 
had from Mr, Nowlan and Mr. Shaw, who have already 
given me a satisfactory confirmation of Irish hospitality, 
by inviting and insisting upon my dining with them 
to-day, at six o'clock. 

As I have kept a journal of my route, I shall not 
attempt to describe it here ; let it suffice to satisfy you 
that I am satisfied, and that I have little to regret in 
coming alone. What my plan of operations will be I 
cannot at present tell ; but as I learn that the Kilkenny 
theatricals will not commence before the 1 1th of next 
month, I shall probably not stay in Dublin more than 
three or four days, intending to see as much of the 
romantic scenery of this island as my time will allow ; 
but whether it be to the north or to the south, I have 
not yet determined, 

I am anxious about our dear Adriana ; and had the 
lively hope, when I arrived here, of hearing of her safe 
accouchement. Mr- Williams, no doubt, commumcated 
to you the contents of ray letter to him, I expect to 
be favoured with an answer to it before this reaches 
you. 

You and the dear girls are present to my " mind's 
eye," although separated by mountains, rocks, and sea. 
Divide (reserving for yourself the better part,) my affec- 
tionate and unalterable love among you ; and as I must 
avail myself of seeing what I can before dinner, excusa 
my saying more than that 

I am ever yotirs. 



To W, COLVILLE, Esq, Clontaef, neae Dublih> 



Ur DEAR SIR, Moim Hotel, October t, 101£>. 

I ARRrvED from Kilkenny last night, and 
intend to fulfil the pledge I gave yon, if I breathed 
the air of Dublin," to dine with you to-morrow, I will 
do so, and shall avail myself of your kind offer, of being 
with you early, and of seeing *' your noble bay to advan- 
tage/' Perhaps you may see me at threej or four o'clock, 
at farthest. 

1 beg my compliments to your sister, and request 
you will remind her of her promise and her boast, that 
of " having fine butter milk, and that I should taste it/' 

Very truly yours, 

B. O. 



^ — OMAS NOWLAN, Esq. Westmoreland Street, 
Dublin. 

MY DEAR SIR, Moim Hotel, Omber 4, 181©. 

Having finished my perambulations, and 
made three unsuccessful calls npon you, in the hope 
of personally making my acknowledgments for the kind- 
ness you have shown during my stay in Ireland ; I 
cannot possibly leave it without offering you my sin- 
cere and hearty thanks for the cordial friendship I have 
received. 

Believe me, my kind sir, that I shall ever feel a lively 
impression of your attention : and did I not flatter 
myself that an opportunity may arrive, wherein I may 
shew my gratitude, I should feel oppressed with the 
weight of obligation I am under to you* I take ray 



leave with regret, and satisfactioii ; — regret, that f cannot 
prolong my stay ; but satisfaction, that I have at least 
added om to the circle of my friends, whom I shall ever 
be proud of placing in the list 

It is now near the time when I expect the coach to 
arrive which is to convey me to the packet* Mr. Ham- 
mond, on whom I called this morning, led me to believe 
he will be on board ; so you see, that althongh I am 
leaving the land of hospitality, I am not likely to be 
destitute of protection. 

Ever and always yours. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE STAR, 
SIR, Tftmteck P)ac«, October 9» 1819^ 

Ieei-and> poor, oppressed, deserted Ireland! 
Why is it she is so neglected, slighted, disregarded, 
and abandoned ? Why is it that endeavours are made 
to impress on the minds of Englishmen, that her sons 
are barbarous ^ — ^ their country wild — their manners 
rude — and their habits vicious ? Why are slight ex- 
cesses blazoned forth to the world, their generous deeda 
thrown into shade, their exertions forgotten, and their 
valour unrewarded ? How is it we are insensible to 
the greatness we owe to her, and to the valour of our 
fleets and armies, which, without her powerful aid, would 
have left us powerless ? '* Can such things be, and 
like a summer cloud pass oflF unnoticed ? Forbid it, 
Heaven ! forbid it, reason ! forbid it, gratitude ! 

I am led into these reflections from having lately 
been personally convinced of the error I have, like many 
of my countrymen, fallen into, that Ireland is not only 



destitute of social comforts, but that even the attempt 
to be convinced of it was pregnant with danger. I was 
led to believe, tbat in Ireland it would be hazardous 
to explore its beauties, and unsafe to mix with its 
inhabitants ; that it had only one lure, which, to the 
gross licentiousness of the druukard only, could be in the 
least inviting ; and that mental delights were banished 
from the land. Who, that has seen and associated with 
Irishmen, can subscribe to this ? and who but those who 
have associated with them can judge of it ? Let not then 
the credulous ear be open to the poisonous breath of 
defamation — to the blasting censoriousness of malignant 
minds, who, with one general sweep, would consign 
to insignificance and neglect, a noble and a generous 
nation. 

A stranger in Dublin — no, I must not say a stranger, 
I should rather say, the stranger at home; for I had 
scarcely arrived half an hour, and made inquiry for my 
letters, before I was welcomed most hear til y< I ought 
to premise, that a gentleman I went to see, but who 
unavoidably had been obliged to come to London, had 
anticipated my arrival, and informed his friend of ray 
intended visit* This friend, whom I am proud to call so, 
with that liberality which is so much the chamcteristic 
of his countrymen, claimed the privilege of calling me 
his guest for that day ; and an introduction to his table 
lost me my freedom for several days following, for, 
literally, I was not suffered to go alone* The public 
buildings were, in their order, visited ; short excursions 
from the metropolis were marked out; and my evenings 
passed in the society of elegant, well bred females, and 
intelligent men : not that common-place conversation 
of unmeaning chit-chat about routs and balls, caps and 



bonnets, and tearing characters to pieces ; but a coa 
versation full of scientific remark, rich with obsenration^ 
abounding in wit, and mixed up with the happiest good 
humour and politeness : indeed, from the highest to the 
lowest in rank you meet with attention : ask a car- 
driver, hackney-coachman, or porter, your way, and 
he is scarcely satisfied in directing you, but he wiD 
walk with and put you into it.^ — Visit their cabins* you 
are immediately asked to sit down, with, ** Will your 
honour plaise to take any thing t " when all they have 
to offer is a potatoe and salt. Yet they are happy ; and 
never having known what luxury is, are content; and, 
although their appearance has every thing of wretched- 
ness about it, they are robust, well-looking, and capable 
of bearing hardships, of which they have abundance of 
experience. 

In the interior of the countrj^ the same character 
is visible : a docile demeanour, full of ciiility, and 
ready, without a murmur, to do any thing you ask* 
Robberies are seldom known, and confidence so strong, 
that not half the attention is directed to bolts and bars, 
as with us in England. How have this noble peasantiy 
been derided ! how have they been degraded ! Robbed 
of their independency — deserted by their nobility — 
manacled with religious shackles — restraints upon opi- 
nions^ — their industry cramped by laws to enrich our 
own manufacturers, and all under the blind policy which 
sees not, that to enrich Ireland we at the same time 
enrich ourselves. 

In an excursion to the interior, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Kilkenny, I visited the Merino Factory, situate 
in a beautiful valley, and most agreeably sheltered by 
two sloping hills, rising from a small river. This manu- 



fectory owes its rise to Messrs, Nowlan and Shaw, who, 
•with difficulties to encounter, which would haire damped 
the spirits of ordinary men, have succeeded in an esta- 
blishment which will ever make their names dear to the 
sons of Erin, This factory, for the manufactory of 
woollen cloths, is equal to any 1 have seen, and gives 
employment to five hundred poor men, women, and 
children, snatched from wretchedness and misery* These, 
as some would call wild Irish, now form a happy com- 
munity, enjoying all the comforts of a social and well- 
regulated moral family, under the kind, the affectionate, 
yet steady disciplinarian and father, Mr. Nowlan — 

" Whose easy presence checks do deceit joy : 
Him e*en the dissolute admire; 
For he a steady gaiety cm put an. 
Add, laughing, could instruct ! *' 

I marked his urbanity of character, (and the opportunity 
I had of being present at an evening revel, where, after 
the hour of labour, the lads and lasses joined in the 
errj^ dance,) in the notice he took of two young married 
men and women, by kindly taking them by the hand, 
and offering them his congratulatory wishes. It was 
delightful to see the harmony which pervaded this happy 
group. Would that the example here set, were generally 
followed in establishments of this kind ! Would England, 
with its unemployed capital, but transfer a part of it to 
Ireland, how would its manufactures flourish, its trade 
increase, it soil give produce, and her population add to 
our own strength ! Shame to the narrow policy which 
guides our councils ! Shame to the man who sold his 
countrj^ ! — ^and shame to those who have deserted it! 

AN ENGLISFIMAN. 
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To Major GORDON, &c* Sec. 
MY DEAR SIR, Octobtr t3, 18 it. 

1am much honoured by the wish yoa express 
to see my paintings : I could have wished you had 
said to see r«e. However, I can assure you that I shall 
be most happy to gratify you ; and although my break- 
fast hour is eight, 1 will say nine, in the hope of seeing 
you to-morrow morning : and as your object is to see 
my pictures^ I think I cannot name a better time. 

No%v, my dear sir, as I have cheerfully acceded to 
your wish, I hope you will accede to mine, which is, 
that to-morrow, or the next day, you wiU do me the 
favour to take a plain dinner with Mrs. Oakley, the 
girls, and myself, at half past five, or six : and if I could 
be indulged with the company of Miss Bentley, my 
good friend Mr, Perry, and his fair daughter, we should 
be most happy. Pmy tell Mr. Perry, if he will venture 
to domesticate with us, that he will be allowed to send 
his own wine ; or if he can trust to the attention of my 
daughters, I think their endeavours to please and suit his 
palate, will not be unsuccessful. 

I am now in my little book-room alone, with all my 
family around me, on camms. 

Very truly yours. 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. 
MY DEAR Sm, RojiU Eicbnjigc, November 10| 181 

Your first and second letters came to hand: 
the former conveyed the pleasing intelligence that Mrs. 
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Farran performed her journey " surprisingly well i"" but 
the latter has damped the 6rst impression so agreeably 
raised, by acquainting me of her returning indisposition* 
The ladies participate in sympatby with myself, both for 
Mrs, Farran and you ; but we trust it is only of a tran- 
sient description, and that the next account will be raore 
congenial to your feelings and our own. 

I have sent you a fac-simiJe of a pen^drawing, don6 
by myself, from a small portrait you may have seen 
in ray house : it is a lithographic impression, and the 
first I have attempted. You will have the goodnew 
to give its companion to our friend Nowlan. If it senres 
to remind you of one who has a warm feeling for the 
kindness he has received, he will feel compensated by 
his acceptance of it. He would have forwarded impres* 
sions to other friends, to whom every attention is due ; 
but it may be equally acceptable to them to say, he 
inquired after them, with a grateful recollection of their 
kindness and hospitality, 

I hope, and indeed I know, that you will not relax 
in your endeavours to bring Sir Joseph to book. Take 
care that his plausible observations do not influence his 
official relative to induce procrastination : if the money 
is forthcoming, well ; if not, proceed to sale in your 
best way. 

1 have received to-day a Dublin paper, giving an 
account of a theatrical dinner, for which I thank you. 

How was my letter received by your friends ? Has it 
appeared in Irish print ? I have had many encomiastic 
remarks from some friends here, particularly countrymen 
of yours. 

Town is filUng very fast, occasioned by the early 
meeting of Parliament, I hear it is intended to bring on 



the Catholic question, and that it is likely to be carried : 
but I will not go into politics. Make our affectionate 
remembrances to Mrs* Farran, and accept the thanks of 
the ladies for your warm invitation, 

Youra always, 

I behaved very rudely in not taking leave of Doctor and Mrs. 
Harty. I drove it off till the last, and then was so hurried that I 
forgot it. Pray do me the favour to apologize for me. 



To THE Rev, JOHN POTTICARY, Blackheath, 

MY DEAR SIR, Rojal Eichnnge, NoveaUer 10, 1819. 

Your very flattering approbation of my sen- 
timents is too much charged. I have no claim to the 
" eloquent f I am, as you well know, " a plain blunt 
man, and that they know full well who give me leave 
to speak/' But were I Castlereagh, and Castlereagh 
Oakley, there were an Oakley should put a tongue in 
every wound at Manchester, " that should move the 
very stones to rise and mutiny 1" 

Alas ! poor country 1 

Almost afraid to know itself: 

and good men's lives 

Empire hefore the flowers in their caps I" 

I should have thought that some of Nature s jour* 
neymen had made men, and not made them well f But 
I will not carry the allusion further than to say, we have 
a cabinet made up of bits and scraps — a patchwork of 
vimering, without any thing solid or sobstantial. They 
have spoiled even the harvest of taxation^ and by i 



wilful profligacy destroyed the energies of the nation, by 
driving its proud population into poor-houses ; and by a 
lack of animal spirits, forced them to a disuse of that, 
which although it may have been deleterious to their 
own constitution, will now operate in a deleterious way 
upon the constitution and resources of the country. 

I am, my dear Sir, &c. 



To W. FARRAN, Esq. Dublih. 

MY DEAlt SIR, Royal ExchBnge, Nofcmber 16, 1819. 

I ANSWERED your two letters a week ago; 
but as it was in a small parcel of paper confided to your 
brothers care, and waiting the opportunity of being sent 
to you, this probably may arrive first; and this would 
not find its way, but that I fear you will think I take 
no notice of your very kind communications. At all 
events, let me hope that Mrs. Farran is better, and that 
you, who are your own doctor, have cured yourself, 

I have a bad cold, and have had it from the first 
week of my arrival from Ireland, I think I did not 
bring it from thence : if I did, it passed muster at the 
Custom House, and paid no duty ; and if I recollect 
rightly, I was very well at the time, and had no wish to 
be troubled with such contraband trash. Perhaps you 
will say, " I have no wish to be troubled with such 
trash as this: why does Mr. Oakley trouble me?" I 
cannot help it; because I am, as well as the ladies, 
Itnxious to know how Mrs, Farran is, after her late 
levere indisposition^ and eager to make her acquainted 
with our inquiries after !)er. 
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Pray mention me very kindly to those friends who 
.were so very kind to me, and 

Believe me to be, with all kindness. 
Yours always, 

B. O. 



To THE Rev. JOHN POTTICARY, Blackheath. 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Exchange, December 17, J819. 

The dangerous state of my dear Richard's eye, 
and the uncertainty when he may be able to resume his 
studies, has induced me to adopt a plan for his future 
education, different to that which he has hitherto prac- 
tised. I will therefore thank you to send his books, and 
with them your account. 

I beg your acceptance of my best acknowledgments 
for the kind attention you have manifested towards my 
dear boy ; and to assure you of the gratitude and 
esteem of 

Dear Sir, yours ever, 

B. O. 



To Mrs. THOMAS, Tooting Loncfi. 
MY DEAR MADAM, Tavibtock Place, December 30, 1819. 

Nothing perhaps may be more acceptable 
to you than my inquiries after, and my anxious desire to 
learn how my poor friend Rees, and your brother, are, 
and how it is with yourself. Mrs. Oakley, and the 
children, have their full share of sympathy with me ; 
and, I can assure you, feel more solicitude than I can 
express, for their sufferings and your anxiety. Be 
pleased then to relieve us ; and, if you can, satisfy our 



anxious hope of their amendment. We feel most sin- 
cerely for you all : and although our comforts have, in 
a great degree, been clouded by the serious indisposition 
of dear little Richard, we have been as much alive to 
your distress as to those experienced at home, 

if I could alleviate, by my presence, the distress, 
or add to the comforts, of poor Rees, I am sure he is 
convinced how readily I would often visit him; and if I 
have not done so, it is because I fear it may occasion an 
exertion of spirits on his part, which may be prejudicial 
to that quiet and repose, which, perhaps, it would be 
indiscreet in me to disturbs However, you must do me 
the favour to tell him how much I have his recovery at 
heart, and how glad I shall be to have it under his hand 
and seal, that he is progressively getting better. 

Bi^Heve me to he, my dear Madam, 

With great sincerity, yours truly, 



To JOHN SOANE, Esq. 

I 

MX DEAR Sill, Tamtoci riace, Januarj 15, 18S0. 

I SEND you some observations upon my 
late ramble to Ireland. 

If they should afford you some relief from the ermui 
of a few dull moments, I shall not regret my having sent 
them to you ; and it is this hope that renders apology 
unnecessary in presuming to occupy your intelligent 
iod with trifles emanating from mine, 
I very sincerely hope you are better* 

Believe me to be, &c* 

B. O. 
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To MATTHEW WOOD, Esq. MJP. 

gIR, Rapl Excfannge, Jamiaiy 94, 18«0. 

I TAKE leave, on behalf of my friend, Mr. 
William Farran, of Dublin, who ofiers himself as can- 
didate to succeed the late Mr. Hamilton as solicitor to 
the Worshipful Company of Fishmongers, to say, that I 
know him well. He is a man of the highest integrity, 
perseverance, and talent; highly respectable and re- 
spected. I hardly know a man like Mr. Farran, for 
whom I would solicit a favour ; and I trust I may be 
excused presuming to address you, sir, to whom I can 
scarcely flatter myself I am personally known. 

I have the honour to be, 8lc. 

B. O. 



To Mr. Alderman J. J. SMITH, 8tc. fiui. 
DEAH SIR, Royal Exchange, Janaary 24, 1890. 

A FRIEND of mine, Mr. William Farran of 
Dublin, offers himself as successor to Mr. Hamilton, for 
the situation of solicitor to the Fishmongers' Company. 

I know Mr. Farran well : he is a man of high integrity 
and talent, and possesses a warm and generous heart. 

If you have it in your power to further the object 
of this truly worthy man, you will not only serve him, 
but also the Worshipful Company of which you are a 
member. 

I remain, dear Sir, &c. 

B. O. 
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To WILLIAM FARKAN, Esq. Doblik. 
MY DE-m SIR, T^mtock Pl»ce, Febniwy 1, tm. 

It is now ten o'clock, and although approxi* 
mating to the hour of rest, I cannot help answering your 
letters of the 28th and 2ath ultimo, just biought me by 
the twopenny post, I also received one from you this 
morning in the city* 

1 have the satisfactton to tell you, my dear boy ts 
quite recovered : the eye is preserved, thank God ; aiul 
his spirits and appetite good« 

I grieve with Mrs. Oakley, and our children, for dear 
Mrs, Farran. If our wishes for her recof"ery are avail- 
ing, pray assure her they are most sincerely offered* 

I return you Sir Joseph s plea : that he wodd demur 
I was well assured. Vou, my good sir, must meet this 
champion in the lists; and trusting to your prowess, f 
hope he will be defeated. 

If what I have said, or written, an in any way 
aid your cause in your applicatioa to 
of Ftshmongerst I shall feel a proud 



strengthen or 
the Company 
satisfaction. 



Yours rrer, 



DEAB ME, 

I AM off to-night for Holland- Pray do me 
I the favour to convey my Journals lo Mr. Aldridge, in 
your neighbourhood, who has expressed a wish to read 
themp and who will sand them to TavislDck Place. 



To 3. W. HORSLEY, Esq. 



Should you see Mr. Leggett, give my hearty regards 
to him, and to my dear boy my affectionate remem- 
brances< 

When you come to town, contrive to pass an hour or 
so with Mrs, Oakley and the girls, who will give you in 
return some faint impressions of those who value your 
friendship, and who will be glad to place themselves 
under your kind protection. 

To Mrs. Horsley, Miss Keep, and yourself, 

I remain, and ever shall, Ibe sincere 



To Mrs. OAKLEY. 
MY DEAR HANNAH, RoUerdara, Wednesday, March 2'2, 18m 

Having been wind-bound at Harwich until 
Monday morning, we did not embark before seven 
o'clock, when, after a tedious passage of thirty-four 
hours, we landed at Helvoet, about six oclock on 
Tuesday evening, where, having passed the ceremony 
of appearing before the commissary of police, we set 
off post for Brill, a neat fortified town — crossed the 
Meuse, a 6ne and noble river, twice, and arrived at the 
ancient city of Delft, about eleven at night ; and this 
morning, after a cold voyage in a treckschuight, reached 
Rotterdam. We here met with Mr. Collins on the 
Exchange, and afterwards dined with Captain Harris, 
the commander of the Lord Wellington, in our hoteL 

To-morrow we are to dine with Mr. Collins, and an 
the following morning intend pursuing our route through 
the Hague, Ley den, Haarlem, and on to Amsterdam. 
On Tuesday next we purpose being here again, when we 
expect to meet Mr, Frank Williams by appointment. 



We were fortunate ia crossing the channel, and 
landing as we did : for no sooner had we travelled one 
post on land than it began to blow exceedingly hard> 
and rained most tremendously. Such a gale would have 
escposed us to very considerable risk and danger in the 
frightful navigation of the North Sea, where we had to 
pass through shoals of sand, upon a hazy and hazardous 
shore. But enough of this, I have passed in safety, 
and will not again subject you to tbe anxiety, nor myself 
to the peril and uncertainty, of such a voyage. 

I could not write in time last night to save the post, 
or you should not have remained in doubt so long, with- 
out some account of my safety. 

The opulence and grandeur of this great commercial 
port, I bad not the least conception of. The Dutch are 
a bustling, industrious people, and much more civilized 
than I had any idea of ; and although not so much gaudy 
finery about them as the French, I think their manners 
as well bred, and, in general, as polite : of course I am 
speaking of the mercantile class, having as yet had no 
intercourse with the higher orders, 

I hope you found Adriana and the children well, and 
spent a pleasant day with them ; and that you will make 
yourselves comfortable, and enjoy your little tea-parties 
in my absence, 

Mr. Williams and I have been walking about almost 
the whole day — are now in a pleasant room, looking 
over the grand and beautiful river Meuse, from the 
window of our apartment in the Bath Hotel, situate 
in the Boom-peigs,— a noble range of building, extending 
nearly half a mile. 

I have run into a very long letter without intending 
it ; but as you are pleased to read trifles of mine in any 
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ghape, I shall not regret having said so much, if it should 
afford to yourself and the girls a moment's pleasure. 

Let Richard know something about me. This will 
go by a regular trader from this port, which wiU sail to- 
morrow night. I do this to give you the chance of 
receiving it one day before the foreign post sets off. 

Grod bless you. 

B. O. 



To Mrs. PARROTT, Tooting. 

MY DEAR ADRIANA, Royal Exchange, April 14, ISiO. 

I THANK you for your solicitude and kind 
inquiries after me. I have been gratified with a kiss, 
and fancy myself better in health since my return from 
the Continent. 

This will reach you upon the eve of your birth-day, 
a day I have a fond recollection of, and which will be 
ever dear to me. Need I say, I wish you all the hap- 
piness in the world ? 

I have read in this morning's paper the death of poor 
Mr. Ho veil. Pray convey to Mrs. Thomas my con- 
dolence and sympathy, and make inquiry how poor 
Thomas goes on. How are the dear little ones ? I long 
to see them, and yourself, and Parrott. 

Affectionately and ever years, 

B. O. 



To THE Rev. JOHN LEGGETT, &c. 8lc. 
MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, May « J, 1880. 

I DID myself the honour of calling upon^you 
to-day, in consequence of your letter, and regret tkit 



my limited time prevented me the pleasure of see- 
ing you. 

I am exceedingly concerned that the indecorous 
conduct of my son should have occasioned uneasiness, 
and obliged you to make the unpleasant communication 
of it to me ; and I am surprised, and mortified in the 
extreme, to find, that the principles I have endeavoured 
to infuse, and which I supposed he had imbibed, should 
have been dissipated and sunk into such gross behaviour. 

It gives me real pain, my dear sir, to acknowledge so 
much, and I am really at a loss to account for it; yet 
allow me to hope and to believe, that a recurrence of 
such behaviour will never happen again, and that his 
future conduct will convince both yourself and me^ that 
it was an ebullition of boyish inconsiderateness, and 
not arising from depravity of heart, or the want of early 
instilled principles of politeness, 

1 am much indebted to Mrs, Lcggett, for the kind 
and gentle communication to me, when I called, of the 
circumstance which occasions this address to you ; and 
particularly for the interest I thought she felt, in hoping 
this breach may be soon repaired, and my boy restored 
to your confidence and esteem. 

I endeavoured to impress his mind with the enormity 
of his conduct, and flatter myself it will have the desired 
effect. He has a high and proud spirit, soaring above 
his years ; but which, under your dignified correction, 
will, I hope, be so tempered as to admit a fine polish, 
honourable to the wearer, and reflecting with full lustre 
upon the elegant mind from whence it emanates. 

1 have tlie honour to be, dear Sir, 8tc. 

B. O. 



MY DEAR RICHARD, Taviitock Place, May 21, 1890. 

I AM SO mortified, distressed, and con- 
cerned at your behaviour to Mr. Leggett, that I cannot 
retire to rest without admonishing and cautioning you, 
as you respect and regard your future appearance in the 
world, to be more circumspect in your conduct to that 
excellent and worthy man. 

The boyish petulance you have assumed to a dig- 
nitary of the church, in the person of your superior and 
instructor, is one of the grossest insults that youth can 
show to man ; and but for the kind and gentle inter- 
ference of the amiable Mrs, Leggett, I should have left 
the bouse without saying one word, or even taking leave 
of you. 

What! is it possible, after the solicitude I have shown 
for your comforts, that you should have been so ungrateful 
and so unmindful of my tenderness and affection for you, 
to make such a return ? Is the respectability of my 
character to be sullied by the ill humour and insub- 
ordination of my child, and the comforts of your mamma 
and sisters to be disturbed by the irritable captiousness 
of a naughty boy ? One whom they have, on every 
occasion, sought to please, indulge, and make happy ? 
Is this the reward for all their attention, to bring both 
them and me into contempt, and to sully the recom- 
mendation of my old and excellent friend, Mr. Horsley, 
through whose interference you are placed in the re- 
spectable family where you are ? Have you sense ? 
have you eyes ? have you feeling ? not to know that 
by such conduct you place yourself upon a precipice of 
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danger, — that another slip of the kind would precipitate 
you into ruin ; and that you would be lost, shunned in 
society, and avoided by every friend to subordination, to 
politeness, to good manners, and, above all, to gratitude 
for attention and indulgences ? 

O, my boy ! think of the value of character, and do 
not rashly dash it to the ground; for if once you lose it^ 
it never can be recovered again ! Think of my injunc- 
tions — those of a father s recommendation. Truth and 
obedience are the materials on which the substructure 
of your future happiness depends ; the first is the founda- 
tion of honour, integrity, and every gentlemanly prin^ 
ciple ; and the latter^ the machinery by which it is 
brought into action. Truth will lead you on in the path 
of religion, and obedience to your God, to your parenU, 
and superiors. Never suffer yourself to be led from the 
road of right by the artful insinuations of wicked and 
designing persons : you have now sense enough to know 
right from wrong ; you cannot surely hesitate which to 
choose ; and remember what I have often told you, that 
it is as easi/ to do right as wrong: the one is amiable, the 
other odious, disgraceful, wicked, and mischievous. 

It is now twelve o'clock ; and with the sincerity with 
which I have always written to you, I wish you a good 
night, 

Monday Morniog« 

In your letter to Lucy, how comes it that you state 
Master Peppy s to have gone home for the Whitsuntide 
holidays, and Master Scott to the Brick-field ? Was 
this done as a sly hint that you should have the same 
indulgence ; and to obtain which, you sacri6ce your cha- 
racter by a barefciced untruth ? O for shame, Richard ! 
how can you expect that I should love you, or any body 



respect you? Why, the lowest bred boy, in the lowest 
coinmon school, could not have descended lower ! / 
saw the young gentlemen above named, come in ^t Mr. 
Leggett s gate yesterday ; and yet, by your account, they 
were gone home for the holidays ! ! 

Your dear departed brother, my ever dear BeFfJamm, 
never told an untruth : his manly disposition was supe- 
rior to the uttering a falsehood ; and whenever he had 
the misfortune to incur my displeasure, or the displeasure 
of any other person, and found himself in the wrong, he 
had the manliness to acknowledge it, and properly 
thought it honourable to do so. Imitate, my dear 
Richard, his bright example : think how I mourn for 
the loss of so valuable a boy ! and let it be your study to 
imitate his virtues: then, should it be my lot to lose 

you, your memory will live in my esteem like his ! 

I can say no more* 



To THOMAS NOWLAN. Esq, Henrietta Steeet, 
Cavendish Square. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tmviatock PJ«ce, July 3, 1850, 

I THINK I ought to be angry with you for 
not calling upon me. You leave town without apprizing 
me, and you come to town without taking the least 
notice of me; and but for a casual call at our friend 
Thompson's, I should not have known you were in 
London p I shall scold you more when I see you; and 
I hope you will give me the opportunity of doing it on 
Thursday next, at a six o'clock dinner, when I shall 
expose your conduct in the presence of my friend, Mn 
Perry ; Mr, Samuel Williams, of Finsbury Square ; and 



a particular friend of his from America, Colonel Perkins; 
both very opulent merchants, who are to dine with me 
on that day. 

If you are ashamed or afraid to come alone (which I 
do not wish), pray bring our mutual friend Thompson 
along with you ; and if you think one friend not sufficient 
to protect you, carry in your train Mr, Power (who 1 
understand is in town), and before whom I will not 
hesitate to denounce you as one deserving a very severe 
castigation. 

This challenge if you choose to accept, well ; if not, 
I shall expose you to such of your friends to whom I am 
known whenever occasion oflFers. 

Your Friend, at present. 



To Mrs, WILLIAMS, York Flack. 
MY DEAR MARY, Tavisiock Place, August 13, 18m 

I BEG you to accept my congratulation upon 
the birth of your little girl, and with it an offer of my 
very sincere wishes for her health and your happiness. 

You are now become a mother, and now begin to 
feel the anxious solicitude of a parent. Bred up yourself 
in the path of virtue, you will, as you appreciate that 
bright gem, endeavour to infuse into the bosom of your 
child (as time shall ripen its intellectual faculties), that 
most valuable treasure, ^ — Virtue, 

•* Virtue, the strength and beauty of the aouU 
Is the best gift of Heaven — a weaUh 
That neer encumbers, mr to baser hands 
Can be transferred." 



Remember too, that Virtue is the offspring of Truth, 
and allied to Honour and Integrity, Instil this principle 
into your child, as you wish her to be amiable and 
respectable in society ; for, be assured of this, that 
mental endowments, engrafted upon these principles^ 
are beyond all the riches in the world. As you wade 
through the rugged stream of life, your infant will be 
a solace to you; but do not expect an uninterrupted 
flow of comfort : you wiU have many anxieties to en- 
counter, and not the least of them will be your solicitude 
for the welfare of this young stranger, and, most pro- 
bably, other branches from the same parent stock. 
Economy should be the order of the day ; and you must 
not forget that those you bring into the world have 
claims which can only be satisfied by the most prudent 
frugality ; and also, that it is an obligation and a duty 
you are bound to exercise, as you value your present 
comforts and their future happiness. 

To you these observations^ as they are dictated by a 
feeling for your tranquillity, need only that I should say, 
are from 

Your Father, 



To EDMUND KEAN, Esq. Clauges Street. 

DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, September IT, 18ta, 

Impressed with your parting words last 
night, I cannot suppress my feelings in offering (with 
the most painful regret,) my parting words ; which may 
be better conveyed (with the exception of one dis- 
syllable, ) in the tribute paid by Garrick to the immortal 
Hogarth ; — 
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" Farewell I greit Actor of mankind ! 

Who reached the noblest point of art ; 
Whose pictured moraU cliarm the mindi 
And through the eye correct the hearth 

*' The uncertainty of life," so patheticalJy expressed in 
your address, gives rise to the painful sentiment that it 
may be the last time / may ever see you again : but, 
" while memory holds her seat in this distracted globe/' 
I never can forget, nor can time ever efface from the 
** tablet of my memory** your first and last appearance at 
Drury Lane Theatre. Yet let me hope, that that " special 
Providence'* which has protected the " Wanderer," will 
still continue to shield him from the ** shafts of calumny ;" 
and that, when he returns from another clime," he may 
bring with him a cargo of health; with an enriched 
freight of mental talent to barter with, for the warm 
return of British gratitude. 

Farewell I — a short " farewell to all thy greatness/* 




" Thine evermore/' 



B. O. 



To SAMUEL THOMASON, Esq. Weobly. 

BEAR SIR, Tnvif tock Place, Octuber 10, ISSO, 

I RECEIVED your letter this morning, con- 
veying to me the melancholy event, which the previous 
one of yesterday prepared me to expect. 

In the death of my dear and honoured parent, I have 
lost a father, the most kind, the most affectionate, the 
most benevolent, and the purest, of human beings. His 
strict integrity, and his honourable dealings, were of a 
marked character ; and his punctuality in all his engage- 



ments so accurate and correct, that it can safely be 
said of him, and the epithet applied to him, in the words 
of the poet, — 

" An honest man '9 the noblest work of God/' 

He was that man. This sentiment i could wish to 
be engraven on his tomb ; and those who read it, if 
they have known him, will subscribe to, and acknow- 
ledge its truth. In him I have lost the most indulgent 
father, and your town its brightest ornament. 

You are kind enough to say, you will take care to 
arrange that the same respectful attention as was shewn 
to my dear mother, shall be manifested towards him. 
Before this reaches you, that solemn ceremony will 
have taken place ; and I can have no doubt but it 
will be performed with every proper feeling of regard, 
by those whom you may select to follow his venerable 
remains. 

Your very obliged Friend, 



To HENRY LLOYD, Esq. Ludlow, 

DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, October 33, I8«0. 

Your condolence upon the melancholy event 
of my dear father s death I receive with grateful thanks ; 
coming from one who can so well appreciate his worth — 
from one whose character stands so high — one, of whom 
my early recollections are revived, bringing to my remem- 
brance the scenes of boyish days — those days of pure 
friendship — those days when the parental solicitude of 
the kindest, best of parents beamed with affectionate 



smiles^ and whose protecting hand shielded me in the 
days of inexperience. When I look back, I cannot 
but remember such things were, that were most dear to 
me!'' — nor can I help a repetition of my thanks to you, 
my dear sir, for the expression of your regret for the 
loss of so excellent a man* 

Upon the subject of Mr. Lodingtons letter I have 
little to say : I will not be a party to any investigation. 
Whatever may arise out of an investigation, (should any 
take place), and any thing be recovered, I will be no 
sharer in it. To the obtruding applications of Mr, Lod- 
ington I have made the same reply; and I have now 
only to beg you will do me the favour to convey to Mr. 
Davies this ray determination, in answer to the inquiry 
communicated by you to me. 

Believe me to be^ &c. 

B, O. 



To THOMAS RUSSELL, Esq, Towk Clerk, Hereford. 

DEAR SIR, Royal EKchange, November 20, 1820. 

I HAVE received an extraordinary application 
from Mr, John Harris, of your city, (a perfect stranger 
to me), for the payment of a bond, (without mentioning 
the amount), due from me to the executors of our late 
worthy friend, Mr. Lambe. 

I have no recollection of ever having given any thing 
of the kind ; and said, " I thought it strange, if such an 
instrument was in existence, that Mr Lambe, when 
living, had not apprized me of it; or that his executors, 
since his death, had not mentioned it," I suggested, the 
candid way would be to send the bond to some pro* 
fessional gentleman in town, in order that 1 may be 



convinced 1 have given such an obligation. If I have, I 
am not likely to oppose a just claim. This has occa- 
sioned an angry reply from Mr, Harris, who tells me 
I may send a person to him, who may be permitted to 
look at it. This may be well for Mr, Harris, but not 
satisfactory to me. He kindly says his object is not 
to put me to any expense; but he has forgot that he 
has put me to a great deal of trouble in answering 
letters which do not convey satisfactory information, 
and has occasioned my troubhng you to be favoured 
with the particulars, and whether it is with your sanction 
that those letters were written. 

1 must refer you to my first letter to Mr. Harris, that 
you may be comanced 1 have no desire to resist a just 
claim — no desire to put him to any but fair and reason- 
able trouble, nor any wish to put myself to any expense* 

Believe me to be^ dear Sir, &c. 



To THOMAS RUSSELL, Esq. 
DEAR SIR, Tavbtock Place, November , tSSO. 

Th e serious and alarming illness of a beloved 
daughter, has prevented me from acknowledging the 
receipt of your very friendly letter until this moment, 
when I have just learned from her physicians, that she is 
out of danger. 

I have not the sUghtest recollection of this bond ; and 
looking to the date you have furnished (1794)» you wiU, 
I am sure, say, it is not to be wondered at* However, 
as it appears to have been given by way of collateral 
security, and buildings having been subsequently erected 



on the premises, I should hope, with yovi, that the pro- 
perty will be suflScient to answer the demand, without 
liability on my part. I should like to know the amount 
of money lent upon the estate, and something of its 
value ; as also, when and how the property is to be 
disposed of. I am at a loss to understand how such 
a bond can carry interest ; and if it does, why I was not 
applied to when my brother ceased to pay the interest 
of it. Such intimation ought surely to have been given 
to me, otherwise it appears as if 1 had had accommo- 
dation afforded to me, which 1 never in my life asked 
for, or wanted. The sacrifices I have made, in early and 
recent instances, on this brother's account, I am sure 
you, as a feeling man, will sympathize with me in, 
and serve me, to the best of your power, with your 
friendly advice and assistance, how I should act in this 
very unpleasant affair, so as to suffer as little loss as 
possible. 

In retiring from business, I hope you will enjoy, 
my dear sir, every happiness and comfort which a life 
of active and honourable pursuits entitle you to. 

The abruptness of Mr. Harris's call upon me, without 
properly explaining the nature of his claim, surprised 
me. I question not his respectability, and should hope 
he appreciates mine ; and that ultimately he will be 
satisfied I have no disposition to resist (as I before 
stated,) a just claim. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, Scc. 

B. O. 



To JAMES PERRY. Esq, 



MY DEAR SER, Tatbtock Plna;^ November 30, 

Under dreadful apprehension for the safety 
of a beloved daughter s life, which apprehensiou oow, 
thank God, is removed by the assurance of her phy* 
sicians that she is out of danger, I cannot withhold 
my congratulations, and those of Mrs. Oakley and the 
young ladies, upon the marriage of your amiable daughter 
with Mr- Crawford. 

Pray accept our united wishes for the happiness of 
all parties; and say to those most interested, that the 
period I hope is not far distant when I may have the 
bonour of personally congratulating them at my own 
house, in company with yourself, Miss Bentley, and the 
remaining branches of your interesting family. 

Yours alvraysp 

a 0. 



To Mbs, GEORGE OAKLEY, Bond Street, 
MY DEAE SISTER, TatiMdl Plac«, December lO, laSO. 

Untoward circumstances having precluded 
my dear girls from your society for a long time past, (as 
much to their regret as your own), I think I cannot 
offer you a more agreeable present,* than affording you 
the opportunity of bringing to your recollection a resem- 
blance of those who live in your esteem, and who have ^ 
ever felt for you, and their fair cousins, the most sincere 
affection and regard. 

* Lithograph tc portratu of my chililreti^ and of my fatiior lux) itiDtbrr, 
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You will have no objection, I am sere, in recognising 
the features of my dear departed parents also. 

Poor Christiana is not so well thbs morning ; but, I 
am happy to say, her sisters are better. 

Wtth afiBCtioD md regun], 

I am, &c. 



. To Mr, RICHARD OAKLEY, Martin's Lake. 

MY DEAR SIR, Royal Eichange^ December 15^ 1830, 

I HAVE read, with considerable feeling and 
concern, the distressing narrative of poor William's suf- 
ferings. Where does Octavius live, and with whom ? I 
think something must be done. What if Octavius, 
whom his tatber expects in the spring, were to set off 
now, and carry over with him some relief; he may assist 
his father : labour, and the united exertions of all three, 
may, with a little capital, do much. You have been a 
great sufferer as well as myself, and I would not urge 
you to do that, which may and ought to have a more 
immediate bearing upon one more closely allied to the 
distressed. 

I will thank you for any suggestion, and be glad to 
see you, if not too inconvenient for you to call as you 
pass my office • 

Yours, &c. 



To Mjis. BRITTON, 

Mf DEAR MADAM, Tamtock Place, December 16, 1830. 

I BEG leave to introduce to your notice, 
attention, and most holy keeping, my honoured father and 



mother* My reign of parental delights h past, and 
I can only bear in recollection the tender affection and 
the love they bore me* Yours is now beginning ; and if 
I could possibly suppose that you will have one thou* 
sandth part of the gratification I have felt in their 
company, it is as much as I can expect, and quite 
sufficient to reconcile you to their acquaintance* 
Believe rae to be, dear Madam, &c, 

B. O. 



To Mr* SAMUEL THOMASON, Weobly. 
MY DEAR SIR, Taviitoek Place, Dec«mbef 18, 1890. 

I TAKE leave to commit to your care a small 
parcel, which will be forwarded to you by the Hereford 
coach, in a day or two* containing impressions (from 
drawings of my own,) of two portraits, which will bring 
to your recollection two worthy and amiable characters. 
One set, I hope, you will do me the favour to accept, 
and also oblige me by sending the remainder as they 
.are directed. 

I wish you happy through the festivities of the 
approaching season, and ever after. 

Yours, dear Sir* 



To THE Eev. JOHN ELLIS TROUGHTON, Wboblt. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, Dtcember 1«, 

The esteem and regard you have often ex* 
pressed for my dear departed parents, and my recol- 
lection of the happy hours 1 have passed with yon in 
their company, induces me to hope, that to recal to yowr 



remembrance the resemblance of their features^ will hot 
be unacceptable to you. 

You are not unacquainted, I presume, with the litho- 
graphic art lately introduced into this country, and now 
generally patronized. A finely grained stone, when pre- 
pared, and on which a drawing may be as easily made 
as upon this paper (with a properly prepared chalk), 
is capable of giving, in many instances, two thousand 
impressions. I fill up many leisure hours, and have 
lately copied from two paintiijgs I possess, portraits of 
my ever-esteemed lather and mother. Your acceptance 
of the impressions I send you will gratify me ; and I 
indulge the hope that you will cheerfully give them 
a place in your portfolio. 

I request you to present my best remembrances to 
Mrs. Troughton, and to your family. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, 8tc. 



To Miss LLOYD, Weobly, 

MY DEAJl MADAM, Tavistock Pkce, December 18, 1330. 

Permit me to request your acceptance of 
two portraits, which may bring to your recollection 
the resemblance of two amiable characters. In their 
humble walk through life you cannot have forgotten 
the cheerful hours you have passed in their harmless 
society ; and I do flatter myself you will accept my 
ofl^er with satisfaction. 

Perhaps you will oblige me by presenting duplicates 
of them to your brother Henry. He will recognise, and 
it may probably bring to his recollection, that we were 
dabblers in art together : we were then two artksM 
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boys. I will l^ave it to you to draw our portraits 
now; and in so doing. 

Nothing extenuate, nor aught set down in malioe." 

Do me the favour to present my very respectful 
remembrances to all your family ; and 

Believe me to be, my dear Madam, 8cc. 

B. O. 



To ZECHARIAH POWELL, Esq. Wbobly. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, December 18, 1820. 

I SEND two specimens, emanating from the 
exertions of my leisure hours, of my attempt in the 
lithographic art of engraving. You will perhaps appre- 
ciate them^ as being resemblances of old and worthy 
friends ; and your acceptance of them will oblige me. 

I heg you to accept my thanks for your professional 
attention to, and care of, my dear departed father. His 
memory will long be esteemed ; and, by those who knew 
him, will never be forgotten. 

Pray present my best regards to your lady, and to 
all your family — your brother Daniel particularly. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, &c. 

B. O. 

\ 

To Mr. WILLIAM OAKLEY, New York, Massachusets. . 

i BROTHER WILLIAM, Stock Exchange, December 18. 18S0. 

Your exemplary daughter's letter to Mr. 
Richard Oakley, enclosing a letter from you^ bearing 



date the 10th of October last, and by him transmitted to 
me, has softened " Pharaoh's heart ; " and notwithstand- 
ing be may have stipulated for the pomd afresh" 
he has a heart open as day to melting charity he 
possesses a mind invulnerable to the stings of reproach ; 
aiid when his conscience and bis acts present a shield to 
blunt their effects, they pass by> " as the idle winds 
which he regards not." 

Your mental and bodily sufferings — your exile from 
your native land — your separation from your children — 
your fatherly attention for their happiness, and your 
anxious solicitude to relieve them — are expressed with 
manly feeling, accompanied with the candid acknow- 
ledgment of the wrongs you have done them ; and an 
avowal of your errors softens the asperity of the cause 
which occasioned them, and claims at least pity, if not 
assistance : and notwithstanding the heavy losses I have 
sustained by the indiscretion of my family generally, 
(losses which could not have been supported but by 
economy and active exertions), I am content to make 
another effort, as far as prudence will allow, in offering 
rdief to a suffering brother 

You will receive by the packet, which sails in 
January, an order upon a respectable mercantile house 
in the city in which you reside, for one thousand 
dollars, made payable to yourself and to your son 
George, upon whose principles and integrity, so strongly 
mentioned and dwelt upon in your letter, I rely for 
the repayment, when time and industry may con- 
veniently put it in his or your power; and I should 
hope, from the advantage of situation, (which I learn 
is good), and to your united exertions, it may lead to 
better account, and enable you to enter the •* threshold 



of peace and contentment/' which you say cannot be 
done in America without pecuniary aid. May it aid 
you in industrious pursuits, and enable you also to 
ensure the assistance of your son Octavius, which you 
anticipate, and enjoy the solace of your daughters 
society. 

From every source I can collect, you have greater 
advantages within your reach than you could ever hope 
for in this country ; but be cautious of connecting yourself 
with the natives, and not rest too much upon the pro- 
mises of those, who, if they find you possessed of a little 
capital, will be forward to shew their confidence in you, 
and induce you to plunge into the vortex of speculation, 
that has already undone you more than once. He who 
speculates beyond his means is not strictly honest; and 
as your son George " never broke an engagement/' tell 
him to embody it in his prayer to the Supreme Being, 
when he solicits " not to be led into temptation,'* to 
remember he should " do unto others as he would wish 
them to do towards him/' 

Our poor father has paid the debt of nature. I 
ever honoured him, loved him, and cherished him ; 
which reflection is the proudest consolation of my 
life. He died happy and in peace, regretted and 
admired as a man of inflexible integrity and pure 
character. 

Poor George has had a great deal to buffet with ; but 
I hope and trust is going on welL 

My son-in*law, Mn Benjamin Williams, has obtained 
from his good patron, my friend, Mr, Samuel Williams, 
the order for your relief, which will be forwarded as I 
have previously stated. 

I write this, which I send by an American trader, 



with the chance of your receiving it before the packet 
arrives, to soothe and comfort you. 

God hless you, and prosper you, is the hearty wish of 

Yours, &c. 

B. O- 

To THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE, 

In Vindication of the Committee of the 
Stock Exchaijue. 

SIR, Jnimnrj 5, 

A PERS0>r, under the signature of T. L., has, 
in your paper of to day, denounced the proceedings of a 
body of men designated the Stock Exchange, as dis- 
graceful to the country as it is injurious to individuals ; 
and that, with your permission, he will, in a future 
communication, endeavour to remove the veil which 
has so long concealed the system '* by which they are 
carefully and sedulously kept shrouded ELnd secured from 
observation/' 

He tells you they have "advanced, with shameful 
notoriety, beneath the inevitable, though, perhaps, reluc- 
tant toleration of a debiliiated and embarrassed Goncm- 
metii This sentence is, in part, true. True, they have 
advanced under a debilitated system of government, 
which debilitated system has plunged the nation into 
difficulty and danger, and enriched themselves; there- 
fore the hit is fair upon both parties : but if it be 
" disgraceful to the country, as it is injurious to indi- 
viduals,'' for God's sake, where the erime is, " let the 
great axe fall/* 

This gentleman tells you his situation in life has 
afforded him great facilities of observation and inquiry. 



He speaks, in part, correctly, but not with true candour ; 
for he should have told you he was, although not t 
member of the Stock Exchange, a clerk to one of its 
respectable body, who, when he discovered his mis- 
placed confidence to be perverted from his own interest, 
and his property endangered by the nia] -practices of 
T. L., thought it right (for his own security and the 
honour of the house,) to dismiss him from his service. 
He should also have mentioned, that when, on an appli- 
cation to the Committee to be re-admitted, he was 
refused, in consequence of his improper conduct : yet 
this immaculate person would willingly have associated 
with those whom he attempts to hold in derision and 
contempt ! 

Sir, I challenge this bold and impudent traducer to 
point out a community of persons in the kingdom, (with 
the exception of such as himself, who are to be found in 
every community), more honourable, more liberal, more 
charitable, or more patriotic, as a body, than the Stock 
Exchange — a society built upon true honour, unshackled 
with legal restraints, and where every man^s word is his 
bond, 

AN OLD MEMBER* 



To Sis JOHN LEICESTER, Bart, Hill Street, 
Beekeley Squaee, 

Mil, TaviBtoclL Place, Janmry 5, 

I TAKE leave to bring to your recollection 
an inimitable painting of Thompson, executed by your 

• Vide UQBitim CuROKicLi* 



order some ten or twelve years ago — The Fishhig Bot/s. 
At the time this celebrated artist was painting it, he 
also had a commission to paint (from a crude drawing 
of my own), not strictly a portrait, but something cha- 
racteristic of one of my little girls, and, with a happy 
facility of fancy, made it an interesting little picture. It 
happened, at the time, you gave it a preference to your 
own ; and the circumstance being mentioned to me by 
Mr, Thompson, it w^as agreed we should change ground : 
you took The LiUk Girl^ and I The Fkhing Bat/s, 

Now it often happens to gentlemen, admirers of 
art, when they have for some length of time possessed 
a picture, they become indifferent, and pant for other 
subjects. Variety is a predominant feature in patrons 
of art : and if so great a patron as yourself should feel 
inclined to vhange ground again, preferring my picture 
to yours, I will most readily exchange the one for the 
other, I have two motives for it r — one, that I have 
attempted a feeble copy of Thompson — the other, that 
r am desirous of possessing the infantine playfulness 
of my dear daughter, 

I am almost afraid I am presuming too much in 
occupying so much of your time ; but having expe- 
rienced your attention and politeness, when I had the 
honour of looking at your collection, through the intro- 
duction of my friend Mr. Britton, (although perhaps 
not now in your remembrance), you will, 1 am sure, 
consider any apology unnecessary, 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient Ser?aiit, 



S7« 



To J. PICKERSGILL, Esq. Soho Square. 

DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, January 95, 18St. 

I SEND you some specimens of my attempt 
in lithographic art. You. will, perhaps, recognise the 
features which emanate from the original artist, and, 
perhaps, allow the resemblance to be tolerably correct. 
I send you myself, and also beg to introduce to you my 
revered parents. 

I cannot doubt you are in full practice, and most 
sincerely hope your talents are properly appreciated 
and rewarded. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, . 

B. O. 



To CHARLES LAURENCE, Esq. Keppel Street. 

DEAR LAURENCE, Tavistock Place, January 25, 1881. 

If you have no objection to an old friend 
with a new face," who is disposed to accept a place in 
J your portfolio, and you should receive him with a 

hearty welcome; take him; but do not " treat him 
according to his deserts : " for whip me, if I think he 
deserves the lash so generally levelled by the bard at 
such unoffending mortals. 

We are told to assume a virtue, if we have it not; 
why then should I not assume to tread in the line of art 
without having the qualification to aspire to it ? Do I 
for this deserve whipping ? I have seen artists, ay, 
and great ones too, who have made such faces, that one 
would have thought some of Nature's journeymen had 



made them, and not made them well^ they imitated 
the originals so abominably ! Such men, who out-Herod 
Herod, ought to be whipped, Something too much of 

this," 

There are two other portraits more attractive " — 
the counterfeit presentment of two parents. See what 
a grace sits upon that brow, whose paternal form " seems 
— nay, it is" — full of benevolence and meekness. " Look 
now what follows/' The complacent, charitable, land, 
good-natured partner of his tranquillity and comforts — 
such a combination and example, where every one did 
seem to set his seal to give the world assurance of a 
happy pair, now gone *' to that bourne from whence no 
traveller returns," leaving the world for me to bustle 
in," But soft! methinks I scent the hour of bedtime! 
" Brief let me be:'' if you accept my gift, well; if not^ 
and my offer should offend you, think that I have shot 
my arrow o er the house, and hit my brother." 

Thine, 

B, O. 

To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tdvistock Place, Jaaaary 26, 18f k 

List LESS NESS, and slight indisposition, keep 
me at home. I have not been within the walls of Burton 
Cottage for many weeks : you cannot then, I think, 
accuse me of being intrusive : nor do I charge you with 
intrusiveness ; for I believe I have not seen you here 
more than twice these two months. 

If my represeniaiive may be permitted to approach 
you and Mrs. Britton, and you should give him audience, 
he will, I am sure, whatever you may say to him, never 
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move a muscle but should you swear, as Charles Surface 
did, that you will keep him as long as you have a room 
to put him in," — he will be grateful iu the extreme. 
Lear says, " Between you both I do divide my crown 
I say. Between you both I do divide mifielf, and " what- 
soever else may hap to me," give it an understandings 
but no tongue," 

I will requite yotir lofves ; 
So fare you welL" 

Thine, 

•* While this machine lasts," 



To Master R, R* OAKLEY, Hammeesmith. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Eoyd Exchange^ January 30, ISai* 

Please to deliver the enclosed to Mr, Leg^ 
gett: it contains a draft for, and on account of, your 
schooling, 

I saw your letter to Jane last night ; and am glad to 
find you feel yourself comfortable, and happy with your 
schoolfellow. Master Scott You did very right to return 
from Chiswick, to ask leave of Mr. Leggett to dine with 
Mr, Horsley. As you grow in years, I am pleased to 
see your intellect keep pace with them, and that yoa 
have discrimination of the respect due to your superior 
and instructor; and trust you will never lose sight of 
that distinction which marks the judicious from the 
ignorant. I do not like the epithet of " stupid," which 
you have applied to the coachman who took the wrong 
road : it was an error, and what might have happened to 
you, to myself, or to any one else. Such expressions 



ill become youth, and sit tiograciously on a boy of 
your years. 

I took Christiaua to Tooting on Sunday, and left her 
with Mr. Parrott. Change of air, and the professional 
assistance of Mr, Parrott, will^ I hope, effect a speedy 
alteration and amendment in her health, I called on, 
and sat with Mr, Thomas, some time : he is much 
altered since I saw him in the summer, and I greatly 
fear it will be the last time I may ever see my poor 
friend again. 

I feel much honoured by Mrs, Leggett's commenda- 
tion of the portraits, and regret exceedingly that all 
the sets are disposed of, else I should feel very proud in 
offering her one. If Mr, Leggett thinks the acceptance 
of myself worth his notice, / am much at his service : you 
can supply him, and I will replace it in your port- 
folio, 

I hope you vnll employ your leisure hours in draw- 
ing : you will find it a most delectable source of amuse- 
ment. I also wish you to possess a knowledge of the 
principles of architecture. These are accomplishments 
which every well educated person ought to attain, and 
without which he must make a sorry appearance in 
polished society. I will, at my leisure^ send you a short 
Treatise on Architecture, where you will find the orders 
explained ; and from the examples you may easily draw 
sketches, which will implant it more strongly on your 
mind, and which you will find quite as easy as drawing 
figures or landscapes, 

Belie¥e me to be, dear Richard, 

Yours affectionately. 



To DocTOB POWELL, &c. &c. 

Tavistock Place, February 1 1, IBS I. 

An old friend, *' now declining in the vale of 
years/* " whose brow bears the appearance of a tragic 
volume/* and who, '* like one, whom the vile buffets of 
the world have made so out of love with life, that he 
would sue to be rid of it, is desirous of a place in the 
portfolio of Doctor Powell : but should he be thought 
revengeful, ambitious — with more offences at his beck 
than he has thought to put them in ; ** or should he have 
any thing in him " dangerous, which wisdom fears ; — 
then let a " treble woe fall ten times treble" on that 
cursed head, whose vain ambition would aspire to such 
distinction and protection. 

If he should be received, well; if not, treat him 
according to his deserts/' 

B. 0. 



To Doctor BLICK, Cokam Street* 
DEAR SIR, Tavistock PJftce, February If, I8f L 

Proud of having so able a colleague as 
yourself, it would be presumption in me to offer an 
opinion whether it should be in " aereostation," or by 
" aeronauts/' I think the application of either bear with 
equal force, and that it will escape the eye of criticism. 

I am no chymist : the iodine and the Jluorinc are 
combustion to me; and if yau do not blow me up for not 
giving you more (or, at least, some) assistance, I shall 
be satisfied. Mr. Cooper may be very scientific ; hut, 
" me thinks he doth profess too much," 

Yours very truly, 

O. 
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To JAMES BUKTON, Esq. Regent's Pahk. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavbtock Placf, FebruBiy f5, 1821. 

If you have no objection to an old friend, 
who never wears his heart upon his sleeve for daws to 
peck at ; but is, in the beaten way of friendship, a man 
more sinned against than sinning: one, whom Fortune's 
favours and rewards have met with equal thanks — one 
who is not passion s slave ; but has a proud respect for 
early intimacy. If such a one yet lives in your mind*s 
eye, and you can cherish him in your heart s core, or 
even give him a place iu your portfolio, he will fancy 
himself honoured in the extreme. But should you think 
such a fellow, crawling between earth and heaven, un- 
worthy of such honour; then cast him from your pre- 
sence, as a mark for Scorn to point her slow, unmoving 
finger at, or whistle him down the winds to prey aJt 
fortune- 

A word or two before you go* I have done the 
artists some service ; but they dont know it- No more 
of that. I pray you when you look upon this portrait, 
speak of me as I am, 

" Nothing eittenuatt, nor aught set down in mahce !" 

Then will you speak of one who cannot love the arts too 
well Set you down this, and say beside, that in retire- 
ment from the busy world, and basking by the genial 
warmth of my own fireside, I took by the hand my 
port-crayon, and drew it thus. 



To Miis CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, Tootinc Iodge, 

StJBBEY- 

MY DEAR CHRISTIANA, Eoyal Eichange, March 5, 1821- 

Six moaths have passed over, and I have 
scarcely had six days of your company during that 
period. Now that the cause is removed, and you say 
you are perfectly well, I should rather expect you would 
be anxious to come home without being urged, and 
more especially when you consider, that not only your- 
self, but your sister also, are occupying that room^which, 
perhaps, shuts the door against some near and dear 
friend of the kind friend who has shown you so much 
indulgence- How can I sufficiently thank dear Mrs, 
Thomas for her unbounded attention, solicitude, and 
true friendship ! Such aifection shall be " in my memory 
locked, and you yourself shall keep the key of it." 

We have a party whom we expect at dinner on 
Thursday : we lack ladies, and therefore you must attend* 
If your return of speech has kept pace with your return 
of health, you will serve to fill up the ennui of conversa- 
tion, and you will have a good opportunity of recounting 
your " hair- breadth escape," and, perhaps, of exciting in 
the breast of your hearers the sympathetic expression 
of — *< Twas pitiful, 'twas wondrous pitiful — and it is 
not unlikely they may wish " they had not heard it" 
At all events, you may give them " a round unvarnished 
taJe," and thus add to the " general joy of the whole 
table-" 

Richard passed the day with us yesterday, and 
returns to Hammersmith this morning. 

Say every thing kind for me to Mr* and Mrs, Thomas ; 



and tell Lucy I am very thankful for her remembrance 
of me, and for the very pleasant letters $he has written 
to me. 

Your affectionate Father, 

B. O. 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY, Tooting, SuRaEY, 

MY DEAR ELIZABETH, Bjoyid E^tchange, March ISf 1. 

I AM very glad to find that your dear sister 
is much better, and that Christiana's anticipations have 
proved what you so agreeably state, I had heard of 
Adriana s indisposition ; but supposed it only to have 
arisen from causes of that natural debility which attach 
to persons in her delicate situation. Give my hearty 
congratulations to her and to Mr. Parrott ; and tell them^ 
if they take as much care of the infant as pains are taken 
here to make little Addy happy, that she will do very 
well- 

I am just come from attending the funeral of the late 
unfortunate Mr. Scott, who fell in a duel. Fifteen 
coaches, containing in each four persons, followed him 
to St- Martin's Church. The procession was solemn 
and imposing, and principally composed of literary 
characters, 

I had a large party at dinner yesterday, who were 
very happy » and to whom I did every thing in my power 
to make them so. 

Send my best inquiries to Tooting Lodge, and accept 
yourself of my affectionate love and regard, 

B. a 
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To Miss LUCY OAKLEY, Tooting Lodge, Sitreev. 

MY DEAR LUCY, Royal Eichange, March 14, IStL 

Why are you so anxious to hear from me, 
when I verbally acknowledged to you yesterday, at 
Mr, Parrott's, that I had received your letter? I will 
tell you why. You love your father, and wish to have 
an acknowledgment of his affection in his own hand- 
writing: but does not this seem to imply, that you 
would sooner take his bond than his word ? Now, 1 
give you my honour and word that I love you much^ and 
that the welfare and happiness of so good a girl (" a girl 
who must mt be teased,'') sits near my heart; and that it 
gave me much pleasure to see you yesterday look so 
well. It gives me great satisfaction also to find you are 
grateful in expression, (and I have no doubt in feeling 
likewise), for the kind and affectionate attention of the 
amiable and good Mrs, Thomas towards you. I hope 
you shew an assiduous attention in return, and particu- 
larly to my poor sufFering friend, Thomas — that you 
endeavour to amuse him, as your sister Christiana did — 
that you read to him, work for him, write for him — 
taking care to open and shut doors softly — not to waste 
any salt, either in his presence or in his absence, nor to 
leave any crumbs on the table — not to be anxious to 
drink more wine than he is disposed to give you^ nor 
to be too solicitous to go to bed before nine o clock* If 
you rigidly attend to these admonitions, and they should 
be such as Mr> Thomas approves, I may allow you to 
stay a week longer, when you may concert measures 
with Elizabeth how you are to come home, and inform 
me whether or no I can assist you in so important 
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an arrangement as may be necessarj, both for your 
departure from Tooting Lodge and arrival in Tavistock 
Place. 

We had a delightful day, yesterday, at Epsom race- 
course: it was a novel sight to your mamma and sisters: 
but their sympathies clouded the enjoyment of the day, 
and I confess rather damped ray own. Sixteen brace of 
poor innocent hares were carried there to forfeit their 
lives for the diversion of those persons who had assem- 
bled on the occasion. Eight brace we saw let out before 
their merciless pursuers, whose flee tn ess and sanguinary 
jaws were glutted with the blood of all, except one 
brace, the escape of which I must say, to the honour of 
the whole field, excited a degree of satisfaction in the 
breast of every one present, united to a noble commi- 
seration for the unfortunate when hardly pressed. 

We count these things cruel : it may be cruel — it is 
cruel to deprive any thing of life ; but are we not all 
accessaries to it ? Do we not eat of these things? The 
ox, the sheep, fish and fowl, all — all are the food of man. 
Were they not created for our use? I will not pursue 
the inquiry further, only to observe, the greyhound has 
instinct^ he hunts the hare; the terrier has instinct, he 
kills the rat ; the cat, the mouse. Is not the life of the 
mouse as dear to it as life is to the hare ? It feels as 
much : and " the poor beetle that we tread upon, in 
corporal sufferancp feels a pang as great as when a giant 
dies.'' 

" All our sufferings are but the way to dusty death ! " 
— " Out, out, brief candle ! Life's but a poor player, a 
walking shadow, who struts and frets his hour upon the 
stage, and then is seen no more ! tt is a tale told by an 
idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing!'' 

B. O. 



MY DEAR RICHARD, Tavkiock Pluce, March f5, mi. 

The enclosed card present to Mr. Leggett, 
with my best regards. 

You will perceive I have begun my cmversaziones. 
About forty gentlemen assembled the first night; and 1 
am led to expect more than twice that number at the 
next meeting. 

Assemblies of this sort (and I have taken care this 
shall be such,) should be select, combining literary 
talent with scientific knowledge of the arts, amateurs 
in art, and lovers of virtiL A society of this intellectual 
cast forms the most delectable treat that mental minds 
can feed upon. That which dignifies man is the pos- 
session of scientific knowledge ; he who has a rich store 
of ideas, and the address to communicate them to others, 
is truly an ornament to society: but the man, (coxcomb, 
I should say), who can only attempt to amuse his hearers 
by talking upon the frivolous topics of dress, his horses, 
his dogs, his equipage, and his riches (if he be rich), is a 
mere blank in society, and more fit to be the companion 
of his horses and dogs than hold communion with bis 
own species. 

In making these remarks^ my dear boy, you will, I 
am sure, know how to appreciate them ; and your good 
sense will direct you which to follow. Youth is the 
season of pleasure, and I would allow it all its innocenr 
indulgences. I still remember that I once was young;*' 
nor will I suffer the severity of age to damp the glowing 
propensity of young and ardent minds^ only in the 
way of friendly caution where their pursuits spring from 



a wrong bias, and the want of experience in pursuing 
the right path. 

Do not assume to be older than your years : nothing 
sits so awkwardly upon youth as the arrogant pretensions 
of being a man before his time. I shall be quite content 
to see you one at the age of twenty-four ; at which age 
I vainly thought myself entitled to the appellation, but 
found at thirty I had been egregiously mistaken, and 
only then discovered my own insufBciency* In the 
society in which you move, and under the judicious 
admonition of your amiable instructor, you cannot err; 
but must imbibe those principles which will make you 
respected in the world, and beloved by 

Your affectionate Father, 

B. O. 

P. S. We haire had a great deal of company lately, and been 
much from home; the fatigue of which, the fluctuations in the 
funds, my pursuits at Lloyd's Coffee House and the Stock Ex- 
diange, with a mind full of anxiety, have almost overpowered me. 

Your mamma ia but indifferent, and Christiana is not so 
well as she was* Lucy is still at Tooting Lodge , and Elizabeth 
is with Mrs, Parrott, 

1 shall hope for the pleasure of being honoured with Mr. 
Leggett's company. Tell him he will meet here some learned 
dwines, At all events, request his permission to let you come 
home on the 7th of April, when I will introduce you to ray 
intelligent party. 



To THOMAS HILL, Esq. New Inn, 

Tariilock Place, Mart^i 18tL 

"Even when you please, since you will 
have it so." 



At your desire I send you, ray dear sir, " the 
counterfeit presentment of myself;" and only ask, * 
the beaten way of friendship/' that you will see me 
well bestowed ; and if you use me ** after your own 
honour and dignity," beggar that I am/' and " even 
poor in thanks/* I shall thank you. 

Thine, . 

B- O. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE, 

Upon the Subject of the Natiokal Debt. 
SIR, March ^5, J8«l. 

Much discussion has arisen lately, in the 
House of Commons, upon the subject of the national 
debt, and the pressure of taxation. 

To the blind confidence reposed in ministers may be 
attributed the cause of this calamity ; and which, if not 
speedily corrected, may plunge this once powerful coun- 
try into ruin. 

Mr. Pitt, with a gigantic power of mind and an 
inflexible obstinacy, had the ingenuity to create a confi- 
dence in his supporters, and with indemnity for the 
past, and security for the future," constantly ringing in 
their ears, his besotted majorities manned the vessel of 
the state, launched her into the ocean of difficulties, and 
saw their pilot sink beneath the pressure of his daring 
schemes, witkotU weathering the stonn he had created. 

His boasted security for the future, originated in a 
fallacious creation of taxes under the plausible plea of 
liquidating our funded debt, which, under the specious 
form of security for the future, drew into the vortex of 
loan contractors the capitalists of the country, who, 
regardless of the early formed connexions of their fathe 



insensibly withered and declined ; and, intoxicated with 
the fumes of gambling, became the dupes of this daring 
junto, while the great Captain of the Exchequer market 
(now no more,) kept his manufactory at work, and loans 
were as easily raised as a grasping majority could make 
acts of parliament* Bred in the school of Pitt, our 
present able minister closely follows his predecessor; 
and assisted by his colleague, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, follows implicitly the same plan, and is not 
at a loss for an adviser in the city, whose experience in 
regulating the course of exchange, qualifies him for the 
distinguished situation, and inspires his followers with 
confidence equal to what the heaven-born minister" 
possessed. 

What is become of our boasted commerce ? what 
of our foreign connexions? Look in the Royal Ex- 
change, once the mart of industry and high commercial 
character 1 Alas, how changed I now become the resort 
of stock-jobbers. One will ask you, Any news from 
the other end of the town?" " I don't know^ I have 
not been to the Treasury to-day; but something will 
be done in the House to-night/* Another will tell you, 
" Look into the Courier this evening/* A third will 
ask you, " How are you to-day and the reply will be. 
Three-quarters — seven-eighths — very dull, and very 
little doing!" In fact, Mr, Editor, we are become a 
nation of gamblers; and the high and dignified English 
merchant sunk into the beastly forms of quadrupeds, and 
often to the level of a poor feathered biped. 

In the midst of this miserably degraded state^ look to 
our internal commerce and agriculture ! look to the 
pressure of taxation ! look to the want of labour, and 
the inability to bring it into action ! Can these things 



be *' without our special wonder ? " Are no raeans to 
be tried to alleviate and remove the weight that presses 
so heavily upon the population of this once proud and 
flourishing country ? Can ministers, in their wisdom, 
devise no means of relief? Is patronage every thing, 
and feeling nothing ? Must they still cling to the monied 
interest for popularity, and destroy the million ? Must 
they continue to support that system, the fallacy of 
which every one now is convinced of ; and in order to 
secure the good opinion of the monied junto, contmue to 
purchase their commodity at an unnatural price, and 
show an anxious desire to give a still higher price for it ? 
Is it not enough to raise taxes for the interest of the 
national debt, but they must have a wasteful expenditure 
of five millions of those taxes, under the specious pretence of 
diminishing that debt ; when, in fact, it is manifest their 
only aim is to enrich themselves and their dependents^ 
at the risk and ruin of their country ? 

The people ask for alleviation. Take away ike Sinking 
Fund altogether: apply that useless, grinding, unjust tax- 
ation to the immediate relief of the suffering community. 
Let the funds rest upon their own bottom. What matters 
it whether the price be sixty or eighty, provided the 
annuitant is regularly paid. The experiment has been 
tried, by taking away the bulk of the Sinking Fund, 
and the prices of stock have not only maintained their 
ground, but are now at higher prices than when the 
experiment was made. Appropriate these five millions 
to the relief of the people by a remission of taxes to that 
amount : then, and then only, we may have some remu- 
neration for the past, and some hope of security for the 
future- 

AN OLD STOCKHOLDER. 
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To SAMUEL SHAW^ Esq. Brunswick Square, 

Tavistock ?lace» April If, 1B€1« 

I SEE ** equivocation" will undo thee. You 
tell me your '* brain is dry as the remainder biscuit 
after a voyage!*' Why, not all Neptune's ocean" can 
wash off from me the impression that thou liest, base 
beef-eater!'' Again, thou sayest, " thy soul is mistress 
of her choice, and that her election hath sealed mc for 
thyself! " Why, *' I have taken a bond of fate/' and am 
sealed to another, who will, " as watchmen to my heart, 
out of the shot and danger of desire, keep me in the 
rear of her aiFection, and grapple me to her soul with 
hooks of steel;" therefore thy soul is only mistress of 
thine own body, and a sorry choice she has made. 
" You shall not do mine ear that violence to make it 
truster of your own report against yourself/' Hadst 
thou said, thy body is dry, or that thou art a dry fellow, 
I could believe it\ but to say thy brain is dry, thou 
mightest as well have ^aid, jelly is dry. Why, thou 
knowest it is soft and pulpy, and possesses a like con^ 
sistence. Make such another assertion, " and I will 
brain thee with my lady's fan!" Then you talk of the 
Gods helping you, to be sure, Such a fellow, crawling 
between earth and heaven," may occasionally get some- 
thing from them ; but he must " be an arrant knave," 
with more oflFences at his beck than thoughts to put 
them in!'' Td have such a fellow whipped for out- 
doing termagant ; it out-Herods Herod 

" tharae! where is thy bkih?" 

Dear Sam — "For the love of God, repent whats 
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past ; avoid what is to come ; assume a virtue, if you 
have it not." 

Good night ! and when you are desirous to be 
bless'd, I'll blessing beg of you." 

B. O. 



To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. 
MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, April 14, 1821. 

I HAVE just received the enclosed from our 
eccentric friend, under the signature of Yorick. Alas ! 

it is not madness he has uttered ! " Poor devil, he has 
been most vilely cheated, abused, and sadly treated. 
It is well worth reading, and deserves to be read atten- 
tively too. It is pregnant with satire ; indeed, as much 
so as any thing Dean Swift ever wrote. I pity him 
sincerely, and am sorry for him. He is, in my opinion, 
as harmless as a worm; but yet a worm, when trod 
upon, will turn. Wouldst thou have a serpent sting 
thee twice ? " " You may as well go stand upon the 
beech, and bid the main flood bate his usual height," as 
seek redress from those locusts of the state, whose 
currish spirits are wolfish, bloody, starved, and raven- 
ous." " It is well to have a giant's strength ; but it is 
tyrannous to use it like a giant." 

" Alas, poor Yorick ! " 

Yours always, 

B. O. 



To SAMUEL SHAW, Esq. Brunswick Square. 
THOU ART, DEAR SAM, Tavistock Place, April 17, 18S1. 

" The glass of fashion, and the mould of 
form. Nay, do not think I flatter. Give me the mani 



that is not passion's slave, and I will wear him in my 
heart's core, as I do thee/' 

" SomethiDg^ too much of this !" 

TTiere ia a feast to-morrow 
Tore my friends: 

When thou art present, I pray thee 
Observe thine host : if thou dost find him wanting 
In the common observance of hofpitality. 
Or wanting m attention to his guests. 
Then '* whIsUe him off,** from thy extreme regaid, 
" And let him down the winds, 
To prey at fortune/* 



To Mrs. PARROTT. 

Tavistock Pbce^ April 15, 1991.. 
** I love thee, and it is my love tliat speaks," 

You have now, my dear Adriana, completed 
your thirtieth year, which brings to my recollection that 
day which first blessed me with an amiable child. I 
can run over the almost countless hours of time, with 
the pleasing remembrance of each day's delight you 
have afforded me, and say, no father ever experienced 
more heartfelt pleasure than I have, in the fond remem- 
brance of your society, to the happy moment when, with 
regret and pleasure, I lost it. Can I then forget the 
anniversary of that joyous hour? Can I forget, or ever 
cease to wish, that every returning year may bring 
renewed delight and comfort to yourself, your virtuous 
husband, and your infant offspring ? 

Accept then, dearest Adriana, the prayers and wishes 
of a fond father, for your happiness and welfare; and 
believe them to be the effusion of the warmest heart. 

V 
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Need I say that your mamma and sisters join with 
me most cordially in this sentiment and hope : — 

May all thy days and nighto to come 
Find comfort in domestic home; 
For, be assured, domestic cares 
Precursors are of happy years : 
Where smi)ing innocence, you'll find, 
Delights to soothe the virtuous mind. 
And when old Time, with ruthless hand. 
Shall summon thee to happy land. 
Thy spirit will on earth diffuse 
Religion's rays on those you lose : 
And when th' uncertain day arrives. 
To hail thy ofispring to the skies, 
Thy happiness will endless be. 
Beginning with eternity! 

Ever affectionately yours, 

B. O. 



To JOHN PARROTT, Jun. Esq. 

MY DEAR SIR, April 15, 1891. 

I KNOW you will have very great pleasure in 
presenting the enclosed from a fond father to a beloved 
daughter. 

Do not smile at me that I boast her off ; for thou 
shalt find she will outstrip all praise, and make it halt 
behind her." 

Yours always, 

B. 0. 
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To JOHN GILL, Esq. Tavistock, Devon. 
MY DEAR SIH, Tnristock Place, May 1831. 

Permit me to thank you for your polite 
and hospitable attention to me during the short time 
I had the honour of being an inmate under your roof, 
for the pleasure I enjoyed with your amiable family. 
Do me the favour to offer my grateful acknowledgments 
to Mrs, Gill, to your lovely daughters, and to your intel- 
ligent and agreeable sons, and say how happy I shall 
be, at all times, to manifest my gratitude for their 
attentions. I request also, that you will present my 
compliments to your honest-hearted brother, (the enjoy- 
ment of whose company I greatly regret to have been so 
short), and to the very worthy Mn RundelL 

Believe me to be, 



To J. W. HORSLEY, Esq. Chiswick. 



Tavbtoct Place, May 12, 183 L 



** What is the res^son ihat you use me thus ? i lov'd you ever! 
But "tia no matter/' 



'* When love begins to sicken and deeay^ 
It useth an enforced ceremony." 



Now, Horsley, thy neglecting makes my 
love sicken and decay, and urges me to use enforced 
ceremony- I have already given thee an invitation to 
my mental feasts, and thou requirest (I suppose) a repe- 
tition of the same ceremony of another asking, " I 
must speak by tlie card/' I tell thee then, thou art 
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unfriendly, and I take it much amiss of thee, and begin 
to find myself fobbed ; therefore assure yourself that 
I will seek satisfaction of you ; and that what I say 
I protest intendment of doing." '* Why, what a wretch 
and peasant slave art thou ? Is it not monstrous that 
thou shouldst be wasting thy time " in the desert air^" 
propping up tulips, courting sweet marjoram, and paying 
love to gilliflowers, the dahlia, and anemone; denying 
with these, and all such like appearances to boot, thy 
company to a friend ? " The man who is not pleased " 
with intellectual society, but is found " crawling be- 
tween earth and heaven,'' fetching mad bounds about 
his flower-garden, and content with the soft dalliance 

of a grass plat, is fit for ! No, " the crime carries 

the punishment along with it/* 

Now, " as the world hath noted the gravity and 
stillness of thy youth," and as thou mayast stand fair 
in my good opinion, I forgive thee, but upon condition 
that thou wilt dine with me on Tuesday next, at six 
odock. ** It will be a night of revels,'' for " I expect 
some choice gallants ; and if I can but fasten upon thee 
a few cups," I think thou wilt be delighted with their 
company. Your old friend John Saunders, G. Taylor, 
and the whole of the club of Architects and Antiquaries, 
dine with me ; come, therefore, and join them ; and " we 
wiU drink a measure" to the health of thy blooming 
tulip-bed, and success to all thy innocent and raiioml 
enjoyments. 

Thine, 

B, O. 



To ROWLEY LASCELLES, Esq. Jeemyn Street. 
MY DEAR SIR, TaTrstock Place, Mftj 18, i83l. 

* I AM exceedingly mortified to find that 

Mr, Corner's name has been omitted in the list of those 
who have been invited to my conversazhm ; but the fault 
IB with Mr, Br it ton, \i*ho had from me a carte- blanche 
to ask any friend of his whom he felt desirous to intro- 
duce* Among my own particular friends, I am sorry 
to say, some omissions have inadvertently taken place, 
as almost every day brings to ray recollection some 
painful inattentions. 

I do not feel that I can consistently trespass upon 
the liberality of the gentlemen of the club intending 
to dine at Greenwich, by taking with me more than 
one visitor; and as I intimated at the time of our last 
meeting, that I should introduce Mr, Horsley oni^, I 
do not think it right to extend the indulgence so kindly 
offered me ; but Mr, Britton may, with great pro- 
priety, ask Mr. Corner, and I believe it is his intention 
to do so. 

Mrs- Oakley, I am happy to say, is much better. 
The young ladies are perfectly sensible of your polite 
attentions, and full of sympathy for the ungenerous 
treatment of Poor Vorkk, If their innocent occupations 
have shut them out from your society, and thereby given 
you pain, or kept ** you in the rear of their affection," 
suppose them " to have shot their arrow o'er the house, 
and hurt their brother 

Very truly yours. 



To THu MEMBERS of the STOCK EXCHANGE. 



Royal Eichange, May 19, Id^l. 

A BALLOT having taken place this day* for 
the election of fifteen members to serve in your com- 
mittee, and having the honour of being returned, I will 
state the motive which actuates me on this occasion, in 
accepting the trust you repose in me. 

First ; Flattered by the solicitation of several highly 
respectable gentlemen, that I would resume my labours 
in the committee, and particularly at a time when a 
suspension of its powers threatened to upset its func- 
tionaries, I have been induced to interrupt the quiet 
practice of my own pursuits by inclimng to their in- 
vitation. And, 

Secondly: As an old member of the liouse, and anzious 
that its honour and respectability should be maintained, 
I have, I confess, witnessed with great regret the schism 
which has lately manifested itself among the body of its 
representatives. Whatever the motive be which has 
occasioned the secession of those gentlemen who have 
withdrawn themselves from your committee, it would 
be arrogant presumption in me to inquire ; but, desirous 
as I am to uphold the dignity of the house in as for 
as my feeble abilities may assist, I should think myself 
unworthy of being a member of it, were 1 to shrink 
from the duty which your suffrages have called upoe 
me to perform. But, gentlemen, if in the performance 
of that duty I should find the rules and regulations of 
the committee thwarted and disregarded, and a stubborn 
resistance set up to that authority so essential to all 
well-regulated societies — if anarchy and misrule should 
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bear down decorum » and subvert the dignity and re- 
spectability whicli a community like ours ought to 
possess, and which evety member might to supjmi't — then 
I should think I offer no disrespect to those to whom I 
owe the compliment of having elected me, if into their 
hands I resign my trust, 

L J have the honour to be, &c, 

I 

I SIR, 



To THE Rev. WILLIAM DRURY, Harrow- 



Tavistock PJace, July «8, 1821. 

I HAVE the honour to address you through 
the introduction of ray esteemed friend, Mr. Ravenhill, 
from vvrhom I learn, as also from his interesting boys, so 
flattering an account of Harrow School, that I am in- 
duced, and very desirous, to place a son of mine under 
your care, 

Mr* Ravenhil! informs me, that it is probable you 
may, in the course of a short time, be in town, when 
he will have great pleasure in making me personally 
acquainted with you. Should I have that favourable 
opportunity, and find you can, with convenience, receive 
my son, I shall be most happy to place him under your 
Judicious control. He is nearly fourteen years of age, 
and, I flatter myself, well grounded in the classics, having 
been, the last eighteen months, with a clergyman of high 
respectability and acquirements. 

I lose no time in intimating my wish to you, in the 
hope that by an early application I may be fortunate 
enough to secure accommodation for him under your 
roof; and but for the uncertainty of finding you at home, 
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I should have paid my respects in person. This/ 1 hope, 
you will receive as an apology for ray thus troubling 
you ; and, at your leisure, do me the favour to say, what, 
chance of success I have in this application. 

I have the honour to be, 8cc. 

B. O. 



To THE Rev. WILLIAM DRURY, Harrow. 
SIR, Tavistock Place, July 31, 1821. 

I GREATLY rcgTct my absence from home 
at the time you did me the favour to call in Tavistock 
Place. 

The predilection my son has imbibed for you, in 
consequence of your kind advice and directions, would 
not allow him to rest satisfied without a promise from 
me, that I would avail myself of your polite invitation 
of visiting Harrow on Sunday next. This promise I 
intend carrying into effect ; but shall not be able to 
accept your kind offer of dining with you, as I shall 
be under the hecessity of returning early in the afternoon 
to town. 

Believe me to be, 8lc. 

B. O. 



To EDWARD DUBOIS, Esq. Gower Place. 
DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, September S, 1821. 

I REMEMBER to havc heard you say, you 
have two copies of Colburns Magazine sent you every 
month. Will you do me the favour to let me have 
one of the last (new series), to carry with me to the 



Continent, and allow me to be your debtor for it until 
I see you ? It will afford amusement to Mrs. and Miss 
Oakley, who are to accompany me to-morrow morning 
to Brighton, from whence we hope to embark for Dieppe 
in the evening. 

Commend me, with respect, to thy lady. 

Thine, 



To Mesdemoiselles ELIZABETH, CHRISTIANA, LUCY, 
AND JANE OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR GIRLS, Puria, September 14, 1S21. 

Your mamma, sister, and Mr. Pasquier, are 
gone to gossip with Mrs. Laurence. Being alone, and 
tired with poring over a Description of Paris, I seek 
relief in chatting with you en famiile. We have seen 
a great deal for the time we have been here ; but were 
we to stay three times as long, still there would be 
enough to excite curiosity. 

You must suppose us standing in the midst of a ffete, 
with holiday people about us, regardless of business, and 
bent only on pleasure. The whole population seem to 
be living out of doors ; and for a single sous you may 
have a chair in any street or place, lounge as long as 
you please, and observe the passing throng. Nothing 
seems to occupy the attention of the Parisians but the 
frivolity of dress, and thinking what delicacies to indulge 
in, and what theatrical amusements are to fill up the 
evening. I will not attempt to describe what we have 
seen, nor what we intend to see ; nor should I have 
written this but that I know it will give you pleasure, 
were it onfy to have the signature of your dear papa. 



1 cannot help mentioning^ that yesterday we went 
to see the burial-ground of P^re la Chaise \ but 
whether the impression of walking through this ceme- 
tery had an eflFect upon your dear mamma, or that 
it was owing to fatigue, I cannot tell, but we were 
obliged, with great reluctance (I speak for myself), to 
quit it^ and proceed to our hotel as fast as possible, 
where, in a little time, with the assistance of our kind 
hostess, your mamma recovered, and was able to enjoy 
her dinner, when we were joined by Mr- Dearne, who 
came to pass the day with us, previously to his setting 
off for Burgundy. 

We thought of poor Richard on Wednesday — thought 
of Harrow School, and the reception he would meet 
with : we think of him still, and think of all of you. My 
gout has almost subsided; but I can scarcely venture 
out without taking a fiacre^ which is a great annoyance 
to me. 

This from your dear Papa, 



To THE Misses OAKLEY, 
MY DEAR GIRLS, Paris, (L'Hoiel de r£urope)t Sept. IT, 182 1. 

I AM again left alone, Mr. Pasquier is gone 
to spend the day with a friend^ and your mamma and 
Hannah are gone a-shopping — shopping — nothing but 
shopping ! Dress and frivolity are the order of the day. 

Our good friend, Mrs. L., has had a dreadful fever 
for the last two months, and I am afraid your mamma 
has caught her distemper. Poor lady! she has a car- 
riage and a pair of horses, which stop regularly at every 
milliner's shop, and are acquainted with every avenue 
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around this city, within the circumference of twenty 
miles. St. Cloud has greater attraction for her than ever 
took possession of Buonaparte : he, poor man, may have 
visited it about six times in six months ; but Mrs. L. 
could not be satisfied with less than six visits in two 
months ! ! ** What, madam, cannot you be content with 
seeing this or that place once?'' "Lord, sir! I could 
go every day/* " Have you not seen the palace of 
Versailles ? Have you not seen the Theatre Francois, 
the Italian Theatre, the Odeon Theatre, the Theatre des 
Vari^t^s, and the French Opera ?" '* Lord, sir! I have 
seen them all, and I could go every night**' We went to 
Tivoli, I forget how many times she had been there. 

Tivoli is the Vauxhall of this place, and it is certainly 
worth seeing, and what any person may innocently 
indulge in. A laudable curiosity is praiseworthy, if it 
be not carried to excess ; and here there is a great deal, 
if not to be admired, at least to astonish you. You see, 
in one place^ Punch and his whole grotesque family : 
in another, a conjurer, who has the dexterity to conjure 
money out of the pockets of those who are no conjurers, 
and who (you will scarcely believe) have credulity 
enough to fancy > that a tall meagre figure, with dark 
eyebrows, and a false but flowing long beard, with a 
long tube in his hand, can through it impart in a hollow 
whisper, ay, and satisfy them too, that their future 
progress in life will be attended with increasing hap- 
piness and prosperity ! I could almost have envied the 
delightful sensation imparted to the fortunate listeners. 
They all seemed happy ; thought not of the past ; but, 
with eyes of intelligent brightness, appeared to be in 
possession of that which all the world is panting for — 
riches ! Who that can obtain it at so small a price 



would drudge on through a life of vicissitude, and sub* 
ject themselves to the " insolence of office and the stings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune/* when here, by taking 
'* arms against a sea of troubles/' they jump into the 
ocean of delight, and forget all their cares ? 

From this scene of mental wonder we soon found 
ourselves in a group of merry dancers. The waltz, the 
reel and jig, with the enlivening tamborine, dispossessed 
me of my gravity; and but for my unlucky gout, and the 
unfortunate disappearance of Mrs. L,, I think I should 
have sought the embrace of some sweet nymph in the 
amorous and bewitching waltz. Where was our lively 
companion? I looked around me, and in the distance 
saw a beautiful temple, and heard the rolling of chariots. 
*'What can this be?" I inquired. It was la Montagm 
Suisse. I had heard of it, '* Perhaps,'' thought I, " the 
fair wanderer may be there/* 1 posted thither, and was 
right in my conjecture ; it was a joyful meeting, '* 
Lord, sir ! I am glad we are met ! Do look at those 
delightful cars ! O, I love them dearly ! WoD*t you 
ride in one with me? Do, pray! You cannot imagine 
how charming it is ! I have rode in them twenty times." 
** Madam, is there no danger?" " O dear, no ! I like it 
vastly; it is the most delightful thing in the world !" 

What could I do ? 1, who have had so many ** hair- 
breadth escapes/' was obliged to screw my courage to 
the sticking- place /' when off we went, and with the 
rapidity of lightning, in a few seconds, found myself at 
the bottom of the mountain, in the midst of an immense 
multitude of idle gazers, much more delighted than 
myself; and perhaps thinking, like myself, that it would 
have been more to my character and dignity to have 
been a spectator among them. However, I am safe; and 



although I may have wounded my reputation for sedate- 
ness, I have, at least, preserved my character for cou- 
rage, and cannot have it said I shrunk from a challenge 
from one of your sex. 

Our heroine takes the command to-night of six 
females beside your mamma and sisters, and intends 
storming one of the boxes at the Opera House, I am 
hurable. Heaven knows : I have suffered degradation 
enough, and mean to take my stand on terra Jirma in 
the parterre. When shall I get into my little library 
again ? 1 will tell you, (mire nous) I have secured 
places in the mail for Saturday next, and think I shall 
be turning over my books in three or four days following. 
How I long for the time to arrive ! 

Poor Pasquier is the worst guide I ever yet met 
with. AH he knows of the customs and constitution 
of this place is, that for every pipe of wine received 
within the barriers of the city there is a duty paid 
of about sixty francs ! ! His English is as unintelligible 
to me as his French- I do believe some demon haunts 
me every time I come to Paris- He speaks English 
when he should speak French, and French when he 
should speak English. He is a greater stranger here 
than myself; and if I did not instruct him, and put 
him in the right way, I verily believe he would be lost 
in his own country, 

I kiss you (as Henry IV. used to express himself) a 
thousand times ! 

Yours affectioiiatelyj 

B. O, 
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To G, THOMAS, Esq. Tooting Lodoe, 

MY DEAE SIR, Tftvistock Place, September 37, 18SL 

I RECEIVED the melancholy announcemeBt 
of your father's death on my return from the Continent 

My late suffering friend can nowp I trust, look upon 
those he has left behind him with as much sympathy 
and feeling for their chequered lives, as was manifested 
by them for those agonised and afflicting moments which 
preceded the close of his. The fortitude of mind with 
which he bore his long and painful illness, is a noble 
proof of that bold integrity which ever marked the 
progress of his walk through life, and affords to you 
a lesson, which I have no doubt you will proudly get 
by heart, of how much estimation it is in the eye of 
the world, to act up to the principle of truth and 
honesty. 

Truth is the foundation upon which you must build 
your future fame: religion and honour are component 
parts ; but when built upon truth, the edifice will be 
lasting. 

You wish me to follow the remains of your worthy 
parent. How can I refuse your request? Bat did you 
know how much I suffer from a severe cold, and the 
painful emotions consequent upon such a scene» you 
would perhaps excuse me: but I am in your power* Do 
with me as you will. 

Why have 1 been silent all this time about you 
amiable, your exemplary mother? You have now, Rees, 
a most important character to act ; you are the repre- 
sentative of my friend, ifour father ; you have the power^ 
(while life is in you), to make the evening of her life less 



embittered by the loss of such a husband. As the eldest 
of your family, you must be a father to the younger 
branches ; and as far as their education was intended by 
your father, you must see it done : in so doing you will 
perform a double duty ; that of affording consolation to 
your mother, and the more imperative duty of obeying 
the injunctions of the deceased, who speaks to you 
through the organs of one who possessed his friendship, 
and was ever proud to acknowledge it. 

Your sincere Friend, 
B, O, 

To Doctor KITCHINER, 
SIR, Tavistock Place, September 30, 1831 » 

I BEG leave to thank you for your excellent 
treatise on The Art of Invigorating and Prolonging 
Life/* 

I am just returned from a short continental tour, 
or should have acknowledged before this the favour 
you have done me, by presenting to me your valuable 
little book ; from which 1 expect to derive considerable 
benefit, by studying its wholesome recommendations, 

I have the honour to be. Sir, &c, 
B. O. 

To M». R. R. OAKLEY, Harrow. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Tuvbtock Ploce, October 3?, 1821* 

Jane, who is a good girl, obeys my injunc- 
tions, and has shown me your letter, (notwithstanding 
she has your interdiction not to do it\ You judge right 



in supposing she has reasons for not writing to you 
before; it was my command she should not write; and 
let that be a sufficient reason. 

I am glad to find you have an affectionate feeling for 
good little Jane, and that you have not forgot to express 
it on this particular day, when she enters into her nine- 
teenth year. 

You say you are not happyj being without money. 
Had you made a proper use of what I gave you^ and 
what in my estimation was sufficient, you would not 
have cause to express yourself in this way. It is not, 
Richard, so much the object of money, as the right me 
to which it is applied. Your best friend in the world is 
your father: his experience (which I hope you do not 
put into competition with your own) is the best guide 
for his judgment ; and any silly opposition you set up 
to it betrays a weakness on your part (and which can 
only be excused in a boy), which time and experience 
will teach you how to correct. 

The motive whicli taught me how to value and esti- 
mate the amount of money a boy should take to school 
with him, also has determined me, (and which I did not 
think it necessary here to recapitulate^ how to direct 
you respecting the repairs of your clothes. I know 
full well the imposition practised upon youth in such 
a place as Harrow ; and therefore I directed you, that 
when any repairs are necessary, to make up a small 
parcel, and sand it home. This arrangement I shall 
not be disposed to alter; and therefore I only call to 
your recollection what I most emphatically mentioned 
to you, and from which I shall not depart : I have my 
reasons for it, and I do not want the reasons of Harrow 
boys to induce me to take a different course. Whenever 



you are at a loss^ Richard, how to act* ask me, ask 
your father; and the time will come when you will he 
convinced^ that you have a friend in me, more affec- 
tionate and more substantial than any one you can 
select out of those you now associate with, or ever may 
chance to know. 

I have no objection to amusements, and I would 
wish you to indulge in what is rationaL Foot-ball I do 
not disapprove ; it is an athletic and proper exercise* 
So is cricket : it becomes the man as well as the boy : 
but badger-baiting, and such like vulgar and cruel sports, 
I do condemn : you may always reject that which is 
degrading. Whatever is intellectual I would have you 
encourage by all means : your being a subscriber to 
books (I mean a library), or to newspapers, I would 
gladly promote your inclination in tkat respect ; for I 
would have you bear in mind that you are sent to 
Harrow in order to fit you to be a member of society : 
it is a state of probation, if you please, and may occa- 
sionally be considered irksome. I have a recollection 
of being at school myself, and have anxiously looked 
forward to the vacations, when I could indulge in the 
happiness of enjoying the society of my parents : but 
now, with more experience, I much regret that I did 
not employ the hours which I spent in school more 
assiduously. 

Deliver the enclosed to Mr. Drury; and, with all 
proper respect, thank him for a pound note which I 
have requested him to give you. 

Yours affectionately. 
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To THE Rev, WILLIAM DRURY, Harhow. 

DEAK SIR, Ta?iitock Pimcc, October 185L 

A RAMBLE to the Continent, the noise and 
bustle of licentious Paris, and a violent cold imported 
from the French shore, have incapacitated me (in addition 
to the hurry of city pursuits,) from saying to you how 
glad I am to find that, under your domestic roof, my boy 
has been so happy, I am pleased to find that you have 
considered his talent equal to the situation you have 
placed him in ; and I cannot but flatter myself that he 
will continue to command your esteem and kind pro- 
tecting care* 

Many interruptions have deprived me of the pleasure 
of paying my respects to Mrs, Drury and yourself; but I 
hope the time is not far distant, when I shall have the 
satisfaction of personally saying how much I appreciate, 
and how much I am pleased with the airangemenl I 
have made for my son s future advantage in life. 

Will you be pleased to advance this young noviciate 
a pound 1 Unpractised in the expense of a public school, 
he finds his supply exhausted. If what 1 have requested 
you to advance should be applied to laudable pursuits, I 
shall be glad. To the use of books or newspapers I 
think it may be well bestowed, or to indulge in athletic 
exercise ; but not in vulgar or cruel sports* Perhaps I 
am not asking too much to request your injunctions may 
be directed to him on these indulgences. He is volatile, 
high-spirited, yet susceptible of imbibing good advice, 
and any admonition from you would be most salu 
and effective. 



I have, for two or three days past/been sadly tor- 
mented with a raging tooth, deprived of rest and enjoy- 
ment, and almost unfitted for performing my ordinary 
avoeatious. 

I beg you, sir, to accept the assurance of my best 
regards. 



To Mrs. ADAMS. 
MY DEAR MADAM, Tuvistodt Plac^ October t% Wn. 

I REQUEST you Will add to my graphic 
productions (which you have done me the honour to 
accept), the remaining few I now send you, completing 
the series for the llhistration of the History of Ludlow*" 
Early recollections are pleasing. When a boy, I used 
to pass my vacation with an indulgent uncle, who could 
unbend from the severity of a learned adept in the law^ 
to the playful iacli nations of a favoured nephew. My 
pursuits, at this juvenile period, were fostered by this 
indulgent relative, from whose kind patronage I had 
all the means allowed me for the prosecution of an early 
propensity — an itching for the pencil. Here, boy," he 
would say, take this ; furnish yourself with what you 
want, and let me see that you make some show for it/* 

Do you wonder tliat under such patronage I could be 
idle ? Can you imagine that the delightful walks and 
rides around that romantic town, attended as they were 
by my liberal benefactor^ could be otherwise appreciated 
than they were; that I have still a lively recollection of 
them ; and that I am desirous of showing my attachment 
to a place, where I have spent so many delightful hours, 
by endeavouring, as I have recently done, to give some 
existing proof of that attachment, by incorporating in 



tbe history of this delightful place, some spark of the 
native fire ignited by my residence there ? 

This then, my dear madam, is the stimulus which 
inspired me, and which, under your patronage, now 
doubly repays me, by your acceptance of those trifles 
emanating from the source I have mentioned. In the en- 
thusiasm with which I have spoken, need I say, Should 
auld acquaintance be forgot?" No: "I'll tak a cup 
o' kindness yet** — a kindness to departed worth. 

Doctor Johnson somewhere says, " If a man does 
not make acquaintance as he advances through life, he 
will soon find himself left alone. A man should keep 
his friendship in comtani repair/' Then, as old acquaint- 
ance wears oflF, I shall adopt his maxim ; and where can 
I begin ? Where can I make a better choice than in 
you? The friend of my friend, and thai frknd the 
friend of the human race ; " for as in Adam all die> even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive/* Now, as you have 
the very germ of true Christianity about you, and the 
very Adam which has given new life to my little do- 
mestic circle, have imparted to my rib, and to the sinews 
of that rib, a beatitude (a proper word), that gives 
them angelic (another proper word) comfort, and makes 
me think them more angel-like than ever, because they 
discover in you traits of genuine and affectionate good- 
ness, and have discretion enough to adopt them as 
the best model for their imitation. 

I needed not the testimonials of your high worth, 
which I have seen recorded : they are engraven on the 
hearts of my female group, and shine with conspicuous 
lustre in their delighted countenances, by the happy 
choice of their new acquaintance: and as time rolls on, 
and oceans intervene to sever us from your society^ may 



I never forget the grateful sentiment of the old ballad, 
and tak a cup o* kindness" to the welfare of Mrs. 
and Mr. Adams. 

Most affectionately and most fnetidly 

Your Servant, 

B. O. 



To Mr. R, R. OAKLEY, Harrow. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, TaviaH>ck Place, Octobot 50, 1811. 

I PAID the postage of your double letter 
yesterday with great pleasure, in consequence of its 
covering a neat and pretty map of your own drawing. 
I am pleased to find that Mr. Drury has directed your 
attention to so useful and interesting a subject. It will, 
as you pursue it, impress upon your mind the geogra- 
phical position of empires, and not only make you 
acquainted with foreign states, but will lead you to 
study their constitution and their laws. 

You know my predilection for the pencil, and have 
often witnessed the delight I have felt in filling up dull 
hours, which sometimes obtrude when weary with read- 
ing or conversation. You have a talent, which if you 
encourage, will amply compensate for the attention and 
perseverance it requires; it will certainly repay you, 
and afford you the highest gratification, especially when 
you recollect that it is an accomplishment appreciated 
by all well-educated persons, and held in esteem, parti- 
cularly by the female sex* You will, my dear Richard, 
secure my approbation, and afford me considerable satis- 
faction by knowing, that as you make progress in this 
delightful art, you will be abstracted from the foolish 
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allurements which boys, wbeo at school, too often indulge 
in* Never mind the taunts of the idle : whatever ill- 
natured things they may say, suffer them not to ruffle 
your temper; and when you resist their importunities, 
do it in the gentlest way possible, letting them see you 
do not despise their propensities, but that your inclina- 
tion leads you to other objects. 

You tell me you sleep over the way/' I could 
have wished you to remain under Mr. Drury's roof: but 
as he told me he was doubtful of affording you accom- 
modation^ you must make yourself as happy as possible; 
and indeed I think you may, as, by being alone, you 
avoid intermptions from those, who not being disposed 
to fill up their time in the way I wish you to do, may 
disincline you from those pursuits it is my wish you 
should indulge in. 

I have been confined at home several days with a 
troublesome tooth, and am very indifferent in my health, 
I have not been absent from my fireside one evening 
since my return from France, and am so little dispose! 
to stir out, that 1 know not when I can venture to 
see you, I believe your shoes will be sent down this 
evening : Mr. Nicol is making you a new pair, which 
will be forwarded to you when finished. 

I expect you will furnish me with an account of your 
expenditure » When your money is laid out in a proper 
way, I shall never be disinclined to furnish you with 
what you wruL I highly approve of, and thank Mr, 
Drury for his suggestion, in giving you a small part 
(of what he was good enough to say he would take 
charge) at a time. Never degrade yourself by bor- 
rowing money: the borrower generally finds it incoo- 
venient to pay^ the lender is disappointed^ his temper 



becomes soured, and he loses bis money and his 
friend- 

Yoyrs affectionately, 

B. 0. 



To F- H. PELERIN, Esg. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavisiock Phqe, November a, 1831, 

By your acceptance of these miDerals you 
have do5e me great favour. They may serve to bring 
to your recollection one, who for Mrs* Pelerin and 
yourself entertain the liveliest feelings of esteem and 
obligation. 

They have now passed from me to you : I have no 
further control over them : yet do not be offended with 
me if I presume to express a wish, that your sprightly 
little boy may inherit a reversionary interest in them, 
as they may also bring to his remembrance a friend, 
who knew how to appreciate the virtues of an indulgent 
father and mother. 

Most heartily and aincerely yours. 



To JAMES PERRY, Esq. Brighton, 

MY DEAR Sm, Royal EschiinEe^ November T, mt. 

I THINK it will be welcome intelligence to 
you to learn the arrival of The General, Kyd, and Atlas, 
Mayne, at BengaL The account comes viA Madras. 
It strikes me your daughter sailed in one of the above 
vessels ; if so» I am sure you will thank me for this 
communication. I do not believe any letters are in 
town. 



How are you, my good sir ? Has the air of Brightoir, 
with the kind attention of Miss Bentley, improved your 
health ? Among my friends, 1 have many inquiries after 
you. Need I say how glad I shall be to make favour- 
able report of you, and to assure myself that you will 
soon return to Tavistock House, to enliven its nnmerous 
visitants ? 

A raging tooth has lately deprived me of Nature s 
soft nurse;'' so that I cannot 'May my eyelids down, 
and steep my senses in forgetfulness yet, in spUc of my 

I am ever and truly youn. 



To ROBERT HAND, Esq, Seymour Street. 
MY DEAR SIRt Tavistoclt Place, NoTcmber 19, isai. 

Whe^n I promised you I would accompany 
you on this day week to the Royal Academy, I totally 
forgot an engagement of a particular nature, which will 
prevent my leaving the city on that day, until a late 
hour in the evening. 

Will you present my compliments to Mr. CoUins, 
and say, I shall feel much honoured, if he will, with 
yourself, take a dinner with me {en famille), on Saturday 
next, at half past five, when, perhaps, a day may be 
named when it may be convenient for each of us to 
ramble to Somerset House ? I hope Mr. Collins will not 
stand upon the etiquette of a formal card. You must be 
my ambassador, and I invest you with full power. 

Yours, dear Sir, 

B. O. 



To Mb. THOMAS PASSEY, Stationer, 
Newington Butts, 



SIR, TnvUtock Place, NavemHer 90, 1831* 

I HAVE just finished a drawing of " The 
Broad Gate," and sent it with Henley Hall," to Fosters 
and Co. I beg of you now to consider my labours at au 
end ; and if what I have done should tend to increase 
the circulation of the work it is intended to illustrate, 
I shall feel much gratification, and no small share of 
pride, in Mr, Fel ton's acceptaace of that which has agree- 
ably filled some leisure hours, and afibrded me great 
pleasure. If also Mr. Page should think I have not 
disgraced his slight and elegant sketches, I shall be 
glad. Tell him, I am an humble patron of the arts ; and, 
as he will see, a spiritless amateur. 
M The last impressions are indifferent. I fear you 
■ have made a hard bargain with Foster, which has occa- 
W sioned (I am afraid) their being slovenly struck off. 



Believe me to be, Sir, 8te. 



To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. 
MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, NoTCrobcr 25, 1821. 

I HAVE nothing in the way of either addenda 
or corrigenda, (except that ray name is wrongly spelt), to 
offer upon your ingenious Essay. . 

It appears to me to embrace every thing that can 
be urged in this early stage of our proceedings, and will, 
I trust, lead to the establishment of aa architectural 
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academy, built upon the base of liberal opinions, and 
cemented by public patronage. 

I thank you for a sight of the very clever lithographic 
prints you sent me: some of them are equal, in my 
opinion, to copperplate engravings. 

Will you dine with me on Thursday, ami meet Messrs. 
Cotton, Prout, and perhaps Taylor and Cresy ? 

May you live longer than I have time to tell your 
years and when departed, may goodness and you fill 
up one monument ! " 

Yours always 

B. O. 



To JAMES HOLLAND, Esq. Essex Stebrt. 

Novmber 17, ISSl. 

Many and hearty thanks to you, my dear 
sir, for your present of game. I feel myself unworthy of 
the kind remembrance of Mrs. Holland and yourself, 
and ashamed of my inattention to you : the &ct is, I 
have foregone all custom of exercise, and indeed it goes 
so heavily with my disposition," that I have not nerve 
to stir out. In a ramble in the autumn, with Mrs. and 
Miss Oakley, to Paris, I imported a French cold, and 
for the last two months (excepting attending my city 
avocations) I have scarcely been from my fireside. 

Pray accept this apology for not calling upon you, and 

Believe me to be, dear Sir^ 

Always yours, 

B. O. 



To JOHN BRITTON, Esq. Burton Cottage. 

MY DEAE SIR, TavbtocI Place, January 13, Idf 8* 

Your irimty is in umty with our amity; and as 
I lately have had so little of your good company, you are 
very good, and very kind, to send me such a companion 
as Shakespeare. Who can be in his company, and not 
feel intellectual delight? Who is there who cannot be 
made merry if he is inclined to be so, and also be made 
miserable, yet instructed, if he wishes it ? I can be 
delighted when I am made miscrabk, and should be 
miset^able indeed could I not be delighted with every 
thing he has written ; and as I now have him in my 
keeping, " I will grapple him to my soul with hooks 
of steeK" 

The trinity (as you aptly call it) is well arranged : 
there are three heads, and yet it is but one head. The 
artist has displayed taste in the grouping, and there is 
great ehasteness in the tone and colouring of the picture. 
1 thank you for it, and will applaud thee for the gift 
to the very echo that shall applaud again yet " the 
compunctious visi tings of my nature'* tell me^ I should 
do more than thank you ; and as the poet says, I cannot 
but add, ** I am even poor in thanks," In return, I 
must request your acceptance of a small marble from 
the graceful chisel of Fiamingo, of an infant reposing : 
take him then, and adopt him as your own, and believe 
me to be ever 

Thine, 

B. O, 
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To Mk, R- R. OAKLEY. 
DEAR RICHARD, Royal E»chinge, jauuary IS, 18Sf . 

A COMPLAINT has been made to me this 
morning, by Mr* Shewell of Clapham Common, (and 
which probably will be laid before the master of Harrow 
School), against you for a very atrocious oflFence, namely, 
the destruction of his property, in cruelly shooting one 
of his pigs, I desire that you will immediately write to 
me, stating the circumstance, and how far the Ravenhills 
are implicated with you. What ! is not the recollection 
of your poor brother's accident, by the use of gun- 
powder, sufficient to deter you from such danger? and 
dare you fly in the face of my injunctions, and commit 
an act of felony, thereby placing yourself at the risk of 
being sent to prison, and tried for the offence? Is this 
the return for your going to Clapham, letting it be said, 
that while you were there upon a visit at my friend's 
house, that you should commit violence upon his neigh- 
bour's property? From this time I shall consider that 
you are full of deceit, and capable of doing that behind 
my back which you would not do before my face. I 
can have little confidence in such a boy, who almost 
makes me wish I had not a son. 

I desire to know where, when, and how, you pro- 
cured the pistol ? It would appear you have forgotten 
the accident which happened at Mr. Cubit t's, by a boy, 
who, shooting at a fence, the ball of the pistol went 
through it, and entered the body of his carman, and 
caused his death. Suppose the death of one of Mr, 
Sheweirs children, his servant, or himself, what would 
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have been your situation then? But I leave you to 
your own reflections. 

B. O. 



To Mr, R, OAKLEY. 

Tavistock Place, JanuRry 30, 18«f . 

I AM afraid, Richard, you have sent me an 
account that will not bear investigation. You say you 
were quite astonished when Mr. Ravenhill told you about 
the pig* What ! did you not know you had killed it 
before Mr. Ravenhill told you of it ? and when you fired 
at it, did you not see the pig drop ? Then what becomes 
of the pistol you bought ; was that fired likewise ? Is it 
likely that you would buy it to look at ? You do not, I 
fear, speak truth, or you state the truth only in part. 
God is watchful, and cannot be deceived ; and who 
knows but that that God which sees all your actions, 
should^ if ever you dare to fire the pistol again, cause 
it to burst, and kill you upon the spot. Ananias was 
struck dead for telling a lie; and be assured that you 
will be punished whenever you conceal the truth. Had 
Mr. Ravenhill mentioned the circumstance to me, I 
should have instantly gone to Mr, She well, and offered 
him reparation for his loss : however, I have subsequently 
done it ; and although he has refused to accept it, he 
is exceedingly dissatisfied, and cannot be persuaded that 
it was mere accident. 

I desire that you will send the pistol to me. Are 
you so incautious as to suppose a pistol, bought for a 
few sMUings, can be a safe instrument in the hands of 
a boy, when even the best made article of that sort, 
in the hands of an tdpcrienced man^ is always a dangerous 




weapon ? I know the danger from experience, hayij]^ 
gone out with an idle boy, when at school, to shoot birds 
with a pistol : an improper charge was put into it ; I was 
to let it off; I did so, and the lock of the pistol flew 
across my hand and laid my knuckles bare ; from which 
wound I did not recover for many weeks. Poor Mr, 
Rutt had one of his eyes shot out by the bursting of 
his gun-barrel, a gun which cost him twenty guineas: 
so that even the best piece is likely to burst even if a 
pinch more powder be put in it than ought to be, 1 had 
my hand blown dreadfully once by the explosion of a 
common fire-work ; so that I can speak feelingly upon 
these dangerous practices, I hope I have said enough 
to prevent your ever doing the like again. Whatever 
the propensities of your playmates may be, do you avoid 
them, and avoid their company ii^ they cannot be made 
sensible of danger. 

Let me hear from you by return of post, and be 
cautious you conceal nothing from 

Your Fadier* 
B. O. 



To Mfi. R. R. OAKLEY, 

I AM tired of this correspondence. You say 
you will send me the pistoL Do not trouble yourself, 
Richard, to send it me ; I have it already iVi mt/ possessiou. 
So much for the truth. Do you know the nature of an 
oath ? It is, I swear before Almighty God, to speak 
the truth, the whok truth, and nothuig bul the truik,"" 

It is well for you that Mr. Shewell was not walking 
in his field : you might have killed the father of a 



large family, and plunged them into misery, Repent 
what is past — avoid what is to come," 

Your Friend and Father, 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. Dublin. 
MY DEAR SIR, Rojal Eichiinge» Februarj 5, tB%t. 

Your letter conveys to me the pleasing intel- 
ligence of your having obtained a decree against Sir 
Joseph Hoare, and that you only wait the arrival of the 
will of Sir Edward, to obtain an order from the court 
for a receiver, I am perfectly sensible of your assiduous 
attention to my interests, and thank you for it, 

I am truly sorry to hear such an account of the suf- 
ferings of poor Mrs. Farran, and also that you have been 
unwell ; but it appears musk has had its charms^ and that 
you are again in turn. May harmony ever be the accom- 
pamment at your social fireside, and discord sent to the 
Court of Chancery I 

Your sincere Friend, 



To EDWAUD DUBOIS. Esq, 

TsvBtock Place, Febmnrjr 14, 

What would you do if you were in my 
melancholy shoes? ' Why, I would brave the storm ^ — 
confusion now has done her masterpiece. Having let 
go by the golden opportunity — " driven to the stake !" 
— Why, I would fight until from my bones the flesh 
be hacked," 



After this depression, my dear Du Bois, you cannot 
suffer much further injury. No matter what the Chan- 
cellors scheme may be, he must give something like 
an equivalent to the present price of 105i. Had he a 
one hundred pound bank note to give you for one 
hundred pounds stock, you must take it : but this he 
cannot do; therefore expect something in the way of 
bonus equivalent to the price, or nearly so, of what you 
might realize by the sale of your stock. 

Let come what com^ may. 

Time and the hour runs through the roughest d«y. 

Yoari, 

To Master R. R. OAKiEY, Hareow, 

Royal Eicban^, February 18^ IMS* 

I AM not angry with you^ Richard, but only 
vexed, that you should deceive me, and sony that you 
should be led to do any thing that you know I have an 
objection to. If you consider for a moment that what I 
direct you to do is for your good ; and that if you have any 
regard for me^ or consideration for your own advantage^ 
you would study to deserve my esteem, and take every 
opportunity of showing how much you value my advice. 
It is a very common thing for children to be mischievous, 
because they commit errors without thinking ; but when 
arrived at the age of fourtem, they are expected to have 
more thought, and to be more circumspect in what 
they do, 

I have placed you where you are for the purpose 
of improving your understanding. Education is 



yaluable thing, if it be well applied ; if not well applied, 
it becomes dangerous. I never had the indulgences you 
experience, nor half the advantages you enjoy. At your 
age I left my home, and fought my way in a strange 
world, at a distance from the eye of my father, without 
the benefit of his advice and assistance ; but with the 
pleasing consciousness that I never put him to un- 
necessary expense, I was fond of dress, but always 
considered, before I indulged in it, how far I was able 
to do it ; and, to use a homely phrase, " I cut my coat 
according to my cloth/* You must therefore not indulge 
extravagant fancies because other boys do : their parents 
may be able to afford it : but whether they can afford 
it or not, it is better to avoid it. 

I am going to lose Henry ; he is fond of business^ 
and thinks he can do better on his own account. I dare 
say he will ; and therefore shall not regret his loss, 
Henry always dresses well ; it is right young persons 
should do so ; but you never saw Henry in any fan- 
tastical dress ^ — no starched neckcloths, to prevent his 
turning his head without pain and inconvenience ; and 
with an old coat, well brushed, he always looks like 
the son of a respectable man. When Henry leaves 
me, I shall have no one to assist me but poor old 
Godfrey. 

I will order you a pair of shoes. How you manage 
to wear out so many pairs I cannot telL I have sent two 
pair of my old shoes to be soled to-day, which have lasted 
roe for the last eight months ; and although they may not 
look so smart as new ones, I prefer them, thinking that 
*' nothing is so easy as an old shoe.'* 

Take care and do not be too intimate with idle boys ; 
if you are fond of books, you can always find an excuse 
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fot indulging in them, thereby avoiding mischievous 
pursuits- 

I am unwell, and out of spirits, but always 

Your aflfectionate Father, 



To Mr. R. R< OAKLEY, Harrow, 

Rajfal Excljatige, March 7, 18!f3, 

I AM sorry to learn, Richard, from Mr* Giles, 
that you have not qualified yourself for the shell ; but 
are thrown back to where you were before* My ex- 
pectations are disappointed, because I know you have 
talent, which, if properly applied, would have ensured 
you advancement. How little do boys think for them- 
selves ! They conceive, and seem to feel, that it is 
irksome to be at school : they know, at the same time, 
it is for their education ; and instead of applying them- 
selves as they ought, thereby lessening the time the 
may be there, they protract their continuance by their 
inattention. Had you properly studied, you would have 
saved yourself a years schooling, and have saved me 
two hundred pounds. Had you remained at a private 
school, I should not have cared so much ; but in a 
public seminary, every boy has a mark set upon him, 
and every action of his life is noticed and recorded. 
You do not attend to my injunctions : had you done so, 
I should have had great pleasure in running down to see; 
yoo ; but I should not like to be pointed at as the fether' 
of a boy who has not distinguished himself at school. 
You have an eager impatience for every thing in the 
article of dress, as if it were necessary to make your 
penmi more respected than your mitui. 



1 cannot help remarking, that you pay little attention 
to your sisters, except Jane, Poor Lucy, who is ill and 
dejected, is never thought of, notwithstanding I men- 
tioned it would be flattering, as well as kind and affec- 
tionate, to notice her. How can you expect a sisterly 
affection and regard, where no notice is taken of them ? 
They would each of them be ready enough to do you 
a favour, and would do it cheerfully. 

Your mother also is neglected ; but this is a common 
thing at public schools, where the vicious endeavour 
to instil into the minds of young boys, that the old ones 
are not worth taking notice of. Those are boys who 
never say their prayers; and when they go to church, 
think it a proud boast to revile their superiors, and 
endeavour to degrade them to a level with themselves — 
Bili Such-a-one — Mother Such-a-one, &c. This, although 
it is too much the custom, is despised by the beiier 
thinkings It is only pride, and a self-assumed con- 
sequence, that actuates such boys : they are only de- 
grading themselves for a time, which, in a few years, 
when they look back upon their conduct, they will be 
ashamed of themselves. 

What an example for boys is William Powell! he has 
never done an act to incur the displeasure of his father- 
Young Harvey, the son of Sir Ludford Harvey, the 
same. You cannot see those boys but you immediately 
iecognise them to be the sons of gentlemen. No frivo- 
lity of dress, yet well dressed: not like men, but like 
what they are, — boys. 

It requires little discrimination, Richard, to mark 
the disposition of young people ; and men who have had 
experience have always something to judge those by 
who have not had that experience ; and the mildest 



observation they can make is, " What caa you expect 
from boys This may apply to boys in general — boys 
who promiscuously go to various schools: but among 
the number of schools, we have but few of any note (I 
mean public schools)^ and those ought to be exceptions 
to the general rule; for boys who go to public schools 
are expected to make distinguished men, because they 
have the advantage of the best ins true tioo. 

My limits will not allow me to say more ^ao that 

I am your affectionate Fallier, 



To John TAYLOR, Esq. Sun Office, 

Tavistock Place, Mftrcb 9, lS$f* 

Many thanks, my dear sir, for the v 
handsome notice you have taken of my party in your 
journal, and the high compliment you pay me* If you 
would give me more of your company, I should be able 
to carry with me into the drawing-room more of the 
*' intellectual " than I now possess. 1 think with you, 
and am indeed surprised that assemblies of this natuie 
are so seldom to be found. I could not but feel the 
contrast last night* when I was riveted down to a 
card -party for an hour and half, playing a stupid rubber; 
fortunately I escaped being plunged into a second, by 
taking advantage (while some idle gossiping was going 
on) of making my retreat, and happily brcMight my wife 
safe home about half past ten o'clock. 

You are determined to have my person about yoti : 
he will never interrupt your studies. Your own loqua- 
city and good-natured cheerfulness will have free scope. 



and you need not fear annoyance. " He never moves a 
muscle,*' you will say, then why should I?" but 
you cannot help it, You can no more put on that 
saturnine look, than you could command the waters 
of the land" to pass through his parched bosom/' 
*' Something too much of this." 

There is a little dinner party at my table, this day, 
at six. If you say (sans cirhmme) you will meet them, 
I will, for those sweet words, " applaud thee to the very 
echo that shall applaud again/' 

Thine, 



To Mb. R. R. OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR BOY, Royal Exchange, March 11, 1833. 

You have often heard me say, that it is 
honourable to acknowledge an error, and that notting is 
so praiseworthy as an avowal of having been in the 
wrong/' Mr, Giles having unintentionally misrepre- 
sented the circumstance alluded to in my last letter^ 
took the earliest opportunity this morning to undeceive 
me, and to express his concern, that what he said should 
have occasioned the least uneasiness to you or me. I 
assure you. Richard, it gave me a great deal of pain 
and very much damped my hopes, knowing, as I do, 
that with the previous instruction you had before you 
went to Harrow, I bad formed the best opinion of your 
ability, and anticipated the pleasure of hearing that 
you advanced progressively in your studies ; looking 
forward, as I do, to your attaining the proud eminence 
in tlarrow School which has so distinguished a Byron 
ftnd a Sheridan, 
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Mr. Ravenhill called in just as I received your letter: 
he expressed a confident opinion of your success, and 
has betted me a hat that you will gain trial, and get 
into the shell. I shall not only be very glad to lose 
the hat; but shall, with pleasure, give you a new one 
if you win the battle. Mr. Ravenhill will order a 
carriage, as before, to bring hiis boys and you home, 
when he knows the day you are to break up. 

I had my conversazione last Thursday : it will be 
repeated on the 4th of April, when I suppose you 
will join the party. 

Make my respectful compliments to Mr. Drury, 
and your mother's best inquiries after Mrs. Drury. 

Affectionately yours, 

B. O. 



To CHARLES MATTHEWS, Esq. Kentish Town. 

MY PEA II MATTHEWS, Tavistock Place, April 15, 18««. 

I THINK every man who has a respect for 
the drama (and who, like myself, have been gratified 
with viewing the asseniblage of portraits which enrich 
your gallery — ** showing, as it were, the very age and 
body of the time,'' in illustration of the genius of the 
immortal bard), must feel more than ordinary delight 
in tracing the features of genius and talent which have 
adorned the stage, and made familiar to the world the 
poetry of Shakspeare. 

To you, Matthews, the praise is due of keeping alive 
that feeling ; and as an humble testimony of my regard 
for you and attachment to the divine poet, I hope you 
will not deny me the pleasure of contributing to ydur 



collection of literary testimonials (which also embelUsh 
your gallery) the fourth folio edition of The Swan of 
Avon/' In addition to which, I beg to offer my name to 
the list of subscribers you procured at Stratford, as a 
mark of the love and affection I owe to him who has 
beguiled the weary hours of my pilgrimage during the 
three first acts of my appearance upon the stage of life ; 
and to assure tliee I am, *' while memory holds her seat 
in this distracted globe," 

Thine, 



To Me. R. R. OAKLEY, HAftaow. 

MY DEAll RICHAED, EoyiU Exchange, April 19, 1839. 

I AM rejoiced to find you are again settled in 
the shell: I have no doubt you will grow into a fine 
nuclais, and spread your fibres so as to take root in the 
extensive soil of Greek and Latin, and, in due time, 
gather fruit from the productive branches of the tree 
of learning. 

The following lines were occasioned by the sudden 
death of poor little Dot, Had old Trim met the shaft 
of death, I should not have been more concerned : it 
would have been more in the course of nature. 

Why should ihy ruthless arm, O DeaUi I 
De|»riYe the innocent of breath ? 
Why should "in cold obitnicUon rot" 
My harmless pretty little Dot? 
Why exercise tliy vengeful ire 
To itrike the youngs yet spare tlie sire ? 
Iladsi thou bul marked its pfayful wiles, 
1 hy firown* had *often*d into smiles. 
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But hold I — I hetr thy murd'voui tongue 
Denounce alike the old and young! 
Then all must to the stroke submit, 
When Heaven shall think the time most fit! 

Your loving Father, 

B. O. 



To Mb. R. R. OAKLEY. 

MY DEAR RICHARD, Royal Exchange, Apnl 1829. 

I HAVE had an application from Dr. Butler 
for a subscription, on your account, towards the expense 
of repairing the School. The circular was forwarded 
to me by Mr. Drury. You will tell him, I have written 
to Dr. Butler, and enclosed him my draft for five guineas. 
I am unwell with a cold. 

Doctor Powell called last night, who had just arrived 
from Hereford, where he has been to attend the cere- 
mony of Mr. Jones Powell's union with Miss Downes, 
the daughter of my late friend, Mr. Downes, of Hinton, 
near to that city. Mrs. Powell and William dined with 
us on Sunday. 

Mr. Drury tells me you are " well, and at work.** I 
am glad to hear it. I wish I was at work : but it so 
happens I am at this time very idle. 

Yours ever» 

B. O. 



To THE Rev. T. F. DIBDIN, Kensington. 
DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, April SO, 18«S. 

I UNDERSTAND that possessiug a pew in the 
new church of St. Pancras does not give a right of 



entrance on the day of consecration ; and that none will 
be admitted but those to whom tickets are issued. 

I have given in your name to one of the managing^ 
committee^ and expect a ticket will be forwarded to 
you. I am not quite certain, but think you are expected 
to appear in your robes; and the hour will be earlier 
than I imagined, but not too early for your breakfasting 
with me. 

Should you be disengaged on Friday, and will do 
me the honour of dining here at half past five, to meet a 
small party, we can then arrange for the approaching 

■ DE 

I ladies 
I siden 

■ accep 



Believe me to be, dear Sir, 

Yours very assuredly, 

B. 0- 



To J, W. HORSLEY, Esq. Chiswice. 
DEAR UORSLEY, Tivistoct Piace, May S, lan. 

I HAVE laid your proposition before the 
ladies in due form : it was taken into immediate con- 
sideration, and unanimously decided to be worthy of 
acceptance. A long debate ensued, whether or no it 
should take place on Sunday ? one thought it was a 
good day* another was of opinion it was not a proper 
day; therefore I said, let it be some day, and that as 
soon as possible : whereupon I proposed the first Sunday 
in the month, which was carried by a large majority. 

Now, sir, it will be expected that you treat us, not 
" according to our deserts;" but in such a way as will 
ensure a repetition of our visit. Be not too tame, nor 
yet too familiar ; but use us gently : and in the torrent 
of our welcome, observe that you give it smoothness. 
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There are men whom I know, ay and good ones top, 
(not to speak it disrespectfully), who are so over-bomi- 
teous to their friends, will, at this season of the year, 
give them green peas and strawberries, ay, and even 
grapes and pines! Now, any thing so overdone is from 
the very purpose of friendship — " I pray you avoid it." 

Yours very much, 

B. O. 

To Mrs. OAKLEY. 

Gordon House, LemmingtoD, Mmj 98, 189t. 

Perhaps, my dear Hannah, a slight descrip- 
tion of our proceedings, commencing where Elizabeth 
left off, will not be uninteresting to you. 

Time, which the world thinks little of, may be bought 
by experience. Elizabeth, who, anxious to give you an 
account of our journey, did not take time by the fore- 
lock," and eager to say more than the time allowed, 
had to pay for her experience, by carrying her letter 
to the post-office after the time allowed for receiving, 
when she was under the necessity of giving as much 
for the conveyance as you will have to pay for receiving 
it. How often have I lost a good place in the pit of 
a theatre, by not being in time! How often have you 
lost the pleasure of my company by not being at the 
breakfast table in time! and how many games of chess 
have I lost, for not taking time enough to consider where 
I may have moved to advantage ! 

I think I am now losing time by this digression, 
and shall therefore begin. Well then, after dinner on 
Sunday, I rambled about with the girls in quest of 



lodgings. One particular spot where I wished to sit 
down, was our first point — when, lo ! a bill appeared 
in the window of the very house I sought for! In 
we went, with many apologies, fearing it was more than 
we wanted ; yet an eager anxiousness to see it. We 
found the lad^ of the house quite as anxious to show 
as we to look at it* " This is very pretty — delightful ! 
but I fear we are giving you unnecessary trouble : we 
only want two rooms," *' That you can have, sir, or 
more, if you like. My master s desire*' — (this was said 
by the lady, whom we now found to be the house- 
keeper) — ** is to have quiet folks, and money is not 
an object : therefore, if you choose, you may secure 
the whole apartments, and use what rooms you please. 
Here is a dining-room — above stairs is a drawing-room, 
with bedchamber on the same floor, and on the second 
story a large room with two beds. Pray, sir, walk up, 
and look at them." " I do so/* Quite as she had 
described I found them, " Who is the proprietor of 
this house?" *' Mr, Court, sir; an old gentleman up- 
wards of eighty, quite independent, and cares little 
about price* A guinea a week, and about half as much 
for my attendance, the use of linen, &c, will satisfy us," 
" 1 think it well worth what you ask — it is mine, and 
I will take possession to-morrow/' 

Just as we were coming away, a lady, who had 
previously been about the lodging, came to say she 
would take it; but being informed it was let, she felt 
exceedingly disappointed, and her irritability of temper 
got the better of good manners, and burst out with 
great violence upon the housekeeper and Mr, Court : the 
latter was threatened with prosecution for not fulfilliog 
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his engagement, which the lady insisted upon waal 
binding- 
While this storm was raging, we retired, rather, I 
must own, in doubt whether we should be the favoured 
party. We had scarcely reached our hotel, when the 
housekeeper came to say, that the lady and her husband 
had almost terrified Mr, Court into a compliance with 
their wishes, and urged me to call upon the old gen- 
tleman early in the morning, who she thought gave 
the preference to me, I did so, fortunately , for I hadj 
no sooner arrived, when the lady, with milder aspecvj 
was trying the effect of bribery upon the old man, byj 
an offer of a larger rent than I had agreed to givepi 
which rather served to rouse Mr* Court to an honest! 
independency of character, who said, loud enough for] 
me to hear, — " 'Tis of no use, ma am; the gendcE 
has sent his luggage in/' (which was not the fact), " an4l 
he shall have the lodging," Thus crowned with success^] 
I should have revelled in the enjoyment of it, but for the 
mortification of seeing the amiable and irritable ladyl 
sinking almost under a broken heart, retire quite disnj 
comfited, vanquished, and subdued. 

Well, here we are, sitting in a delightful room, look*] 
ing into a green field, and almost in the centre of ibit j 
agreeable place, 

Lucy drinks at the sulphureous fount, and 1 almost] 
think with some advantage already. I bathed lasil 
night, I have drank of the waters ; but find somel 
excellent ale, which I prefer to water. We have beeaJ 
to-day to Warwick Castle — to Hatton, where Dr, Parr] 
resides, and where there is a village feast and a richly 1 
adorned maypole, around which the honest villageis^i 



aided by the genial spirit of their pastor, revel in alt 
the luxury of harmless country sports, with the exhi- 
larating and lively dance. It was delightful to mark 
their comely countenances and awkward gestures^ and 
the learned doctor mixing with the group, in all the 
fentastic merriment of a villager, yet with a dignity 
that bespoke the superior, enlightened gentleman. 

For a description of this beautiful country, I shall 
refer you to your daughters. Lucy says, she has taken 
leave of Tavistock Place, and intends residing here : 
she has half persuaded Elizabeth into the same notion. 
Thus it is with novelty i almost every place has charms 
at first sight. Young minds are easily captivated : I 
am now an old traveller. I can relish the beautiful and 
the romantic ; but I can better relish the comforts of 
my own little study \ and without the fatigue of tra- 
velling, can ramble over the whole globe, better satisfied 
with the description of intelligent tourists, than with my 
own observations upon what 1 chance to see, 

I shall set off on Thursday morning for Lichfield^ 
and from thence to Nottingham, 

Lucy thought the lady, our coadjutor, in person, 
manner, and disposition, like Mrs, Low ton, of Leigh, 
This brought my friend Shaw " in form and person 
before me; "and while pacing through the still church- 
ward, where the remark was made, and niminating upon 
• the sleep of death, when we have shuffled off this 
mortal coil," I could not help saying, — 

*' O tkaven ! that one miglit read the book of fate, 
Aad see the revolution of the timeiK* 

What was my wonder — my soitow — my heart- readings 
— to read on a grave- stone before me — 
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la hope of a blessed resurrection. 
Here lie the remains of 
SAMUEL SHAW, 
Who died 1st of November, 1806." 

And underneath the above: — 

" Reader, reflect, prepare, while thus you view ! 
Who next must die *s uncertain ! Why not you ? ** 

Why, I swear I could have exclaimed with Horatio, " I 
saw Jhim yesternight." Poor Sam ! I knew him well ; he 
was a fellow of infinite jest — of most excellent fency ! 
Here lie those hands I have shook a thousand times. 
^* Where are thy gibes now — thy gambols — thy songs 
iand wit— that were wont to set the table in a roar?" 
Now " two paces of the vilest earth enclose him/' 
whom I honoured when living, and whom in death I 
now sincerely mourn. Excellent fellow! — "I could 
have better spared a better man ! " Life's a stage, 
where every man must play a part" — Why then 

With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles come; 
And let my liver rather cool with wine, 
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans ! 

" Let come what come may, 
Time and the hour runs through the roughest day!^ 

Why not make your mind up to come and pass a month 
here ? We buy excellent asparagus for ninepence a 
hundred, lamb at sixpence a pound, and as much saline 
water as you can drink for half-a-crown a week. The 
air too 's refreshing, and the ripe harvest of the new 
mown hay gives it a sweet and wholesome odour." 

" By all the roses of the spring, 
Honour, truth, and every thing, 

I love thee" Affectionately, 

B. O. 



To Miss LUCY L. OAK LEV. Leamington. 



Notdnglmmj June 18t2. 

I RECOLLKCT, somBtime ago, my dear Lucy 
upbraiding me for not writing to her, remarking, that 
all her sisters possessed letters of mine in the proportion 
of two or three to one. If I did not write to you oftener 
than to your sisters, it was, " because ^ou are a nice liUk 
girl, and must mi be teased.'' I should be sorry to make 
you uncomfortable, Lucy; so that should you be teased 
in the recital of this, it will be your own fault for having 
provoked it. Let not Elizabeth suppose that I love her 
better than I do you, because I favour her by not writing 
to her, thereby leaving her to pursue her own concerns, 
without leamig her by drawing her attention from other 
objects, 

* How, then, I am off. The coach, or coachman, whirled 
me down from Leamington to Birmingham in three hours 
— there 1 had four hours on my hands before I started 
for Lichfield* It was fair time — the streets literally 
crowded — showmen, conjurors, and mountebanks at- 
tracted the gazing populace. I did not think it right 
to add to the pressure of the crowd ; and therefore gave 
up the room I might have occupied to some one who 
had more relish for sights than myself : so I walked 
off to quieter scenes, and strolled to the extremity of 
the town, to view a fine Gothic church just erected, 
which, considering its size and beauty, surprised me 
to find it cost only ten thousand pounds : but when 
examining the interior enrichments of the arches and 
mulHons of the windows, together with all the ornaments 
of tracery work, and finding they were cast iron, I could 



easily account for it. The country about Birmioghant 
abounds with iron ore, which the ingenuity of its inha- 
bitants turns to great advantage, at a moderate expense ; 
and a variety of substantial and ornamental work, which 
our ancestors could only produce in wood and stone 
with great labour and as great cost, is here manufactured 
with great celerity, and at a very trifling cost. 

I visited the manufactory of Mr. Thomason, where 
almost every stranger goes. I bought of him a beautiful 
bronze vase, a fac-simile of the magnificent marble vase 
you saw at Warwick Castle, It was lucky for me m 
certain lady was not present, for there were so many 
'* prdty things/' that I should* have "left the place penny- 
less, had she been with me, 

I am now going to call upon my friends, Messrs, 
Moore, Maltby, and Hobinson ; and as my time will be 
fully occupied, I shall, for the present, put this unfi- 
nished letter into my case, and fill up the remainder 
of the sheet when I arrive at home* 

Tamtuck Plnce, June 9, imt. 

Travelling all night, I surprised your mamma and 
sisters at the breakfast table this morning, at eight 
o'clock; where I found them with two visitors. Miss 
Parrott and Miss Williams, 

I had a very dusty ride from Birmingham to Lich- 
field ; but was compensated afterwards by viewing the 
cathedral, which is extremely elegant. Two fine spires 
flank the front entrance ; between which is an elaborate 
enrichment of Gothic ornaments, with a profusion of 
effigies, kings, saints, and martyrs. From the centre 
tower rises a magnificent spire, greatly eclipsing, in 
height, the two just mentioned, measuriDg, from the 
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base to the summit, three hundred feet. Within the 
cathedral, whicli is extremely light and airy, are monu- 
ments of Doctor Johnson, a native of this city, and 
David Garrick ; and at the end of one of the aisles, most 
appropriately placed, is Chantrey s celebrated work to the 
memory of two children, (one burnt to death, the other 
drowned,) daughters of a clergyman belonging to this 
church. This monument was in the exhibition last year, 
and in oousidersd to be the chef'd\mwre of Chantrey. 
There is also another, erected in a different part of the 
church, to the memory of the famous Miss Sewjird, and 
her father, who was a dignitary of this cathedral. 

I walked through the city to the house^ and into 
the very room where the celebrated Doctor Johnson 
was born. This great genius, in the early part of his 
life, kept an academy, and it was in this house he wrote 
his tragedy of Irene* An anecdote told of him states, 
that when he read his tragedy to Mr. Walmsley, (who, I 
believe, was his tutor and patron,) the latter objecting to 
his having brought his heroine into great distress, asked 
him, How can you possibly contrive to plunge her 
into deeper calamity ?" when Johnson, in allusion to th© 
supposed oppressive proceedings of the court of which 
Mr, Walnisley was registrar, replied, Sir, I can put her 
into the spiritual court !" He is called the Colossus of 
literature. You have read his Lives of the Poets, and 
his Rasselas, He was a strictly conscientious man. 

" From his cradle 

He was a scholar^ and a ripe aod gCN^d one i 

And — to add greater honours to his age 

Than man could give him — he died fearing Heaven S" 

I slept at a comfortable inn, and set off next morning 
for Derby. Mere it was fair time; a crowded population 
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filkd the streets ; so it was at Birmingham, I thought 
myself beset with fairs, which I thought unfair. 1 hur- 
ried off as fast as I could, and in three hours reached 
Nottingham^ where I began this letter, which I think it 
is high time should be brought to a close, 
%\ Now, my dear Lucy, you must be very attentive 
to my former injunctions, which I have neither time 
nor space to recapitulate here. 

If you should find any lassitude from drinking tha 
waters, it may be better to desist for a day or two ; but 
your own discretion must direct you. 

Should you, or Elizabeth, want any little ornament 
of dress, you may take out of the ten pounds I left 
each a sovereign; What can a girl desire beyond a 
sovereign ? 

Your loving and affectionate Father, 

I ~ . 

To CHARLES MATTHEWS, Eiiq. 

I. ^ 

MY DEAE SIE, TEivisti^ck Place, Juqc B, 

I AM just returned from a ramble through 
Warwick, Leamington, Birmingham, Lichfield, Derby, 
aad Nottingham. 

Ill When at Birmingham, I found my way (as most 
sJtrangers do) to Thomasons, where, almost the first 
thing I saw, was a vase similar to yours, I bought it* 
This supersedes the commission I gave you. " No 
more of that," 

In Lichfield Cathedral I doffed my bonnet to Gar- 
rick and Johnson, ''two lads of approved metal saw 
the beautiful monument, by the inimitable Chantrey, to 
the memory of two children, whose deaths were most 
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lamentable ; the one buraed, the other drowned. This 
raan has made himself immortal before bis time ; and the 
marble here alluded to is, really and truly, a proud 
monument of British genius* I could not resist going 
to see the house, the birth-place and residence of good 
old Doctor Johnson ; ay, and into the very room where he 
first drew breath. I had him ** in my mind s eye" — " he 
was a goodly man/* *' and his worthiness doth challenge 
much respect/' What are you going to do across the 
Atlantic ? It is fit I should know, I therefore desire that 
you name some day in next week, and account to me 
for this strange proceeding : but you must bring Mrs* 
Matthews and your son with you ; and if thou speak'st 
true, ' I care not if it cost me a dinner and a bottle. 
** Now thou know'st my mind^ and question me no 
further/* 



To Mr. R, R, OAKLEY, Habrow. 

Tavistock PIftcc, June 11, I81i. 

I AM glad, my dear boy, to find that you 
reached Harrow in time, Indeed, I was fearful you would 
not, and it set me a little on the fidgets, having pledged 
myself to Mr. Drury that you should be in time to make 
your appearance in the school at eight o'clock. Perhaps 
Dr* Butler considered his own comfort, and thought best 
to pass it over; for had he began to flog, he would have 
had warm work of it, as I think I saw six boys upon the 
coach that would have fallen under the lash. 

Your sisters got down safe to Leamington, and found 
Elizabeth and Lucy waiting for them at the mail-coach 
office. 



I have seen a good classical atlas this morning, which 
I intend buying for you. The ancient names of towns 
and provinces are become almost obsolete ; I mean in 
common conversation : but it is absolutely necessary for 
every classic to be acquainted with them, and I do hope 
you will make it your study, 

I was very happy in your company, Richard ; and 
very glad to find you were comfortable* I delight in 
making my children my companions and friends, and I 
am never so happy as when in their company. When 
you return the Life of Curran, I shall hope to see some 
use made of your pencil in marginal notes. If you 
should have made translations of the Latin passages, I 
shall be glad, as you can do it much better than myself; 
and will give you a greater reUsh for the wit of that 
extraordinary man. 

Be cautious how you bathe* Many constitutions are 
ruined by the excess of it. I give you this caution, 
because the weather is hot. 

Yours aHectionatelyf 

B. O. 



To Mtss HANNAH PAGE OAKLEY, Leamington, 
DEAR IL\NNAH, Eo^al Exchange, Jane ig, im%, 

I THOUGHT^ in person, to have acknowledged 
the receipt of your letter ; but from a variety of applica- 
tions about my houses, and being obliged to superintend 
the workmen, I find I have little chance of seeing you 
before next week, and even that is doubtful. 

How does Lucy go on ? By this time I imagine she 
must find some change ; not that I expect she is better 
as to her comforts ; but if there be a revolution in the 



system, which I expect there is, 1 shaU account that 
to be favourable, although she may not be relieved. 
She may feel worse^ and yet be considerably better. The 
waters only act as an alterative, and it will be many 
weeks before she can sensibly be relieved. 

Has Elizabeth looked to the brewing ? It is right (if 
she has) she should have some compensation for her 
trouble ; and if Mrs. Smith thinks it may be tapped, 
you may all of you (with the exception of Lucy) drink of 
it. Not that I think a draught now and th^ may do her 
any harm; but malt liquor, taken constantly, must be 
poison in her complaint. Has Jane taken care of the 
swans ? If she has, it is well ; if not, tell her I do not 
care for her : she has not written to me a long while 
— nor Elizabeth. "Does any body know me?" or 
where am I ?" 

Tell Jane, and Lucy, and Elizabeth, not to be too 
fond or too familiar with Mr. Court; and should the old 
gentleman wish to pay his addresses to one of them, 
let me know before his affection should ripen into down- 
right love, as perhaps some objections may arise in my 
mind, whether or no an old man of eighty is a proper 
match for a girl of twenty. You, as the elder of your 
sisters, must be (as I expect you are) circumspect in 
your conduct; and, as I believe you to be discreet, I 
shall have much reliance upon your discrimination. 

I believe a love affair is going on between Miss 
Parrott and Joseph Greenwood, whose ages together 
amount to seven years. They have been seen together 
much of late- As yet I have not been consulted; there- 
fore, at present, I can say no more about the matter, 
only that I do think them rather too young to take upon 
themselves the anjcious cares of a la^Uy- ^ Richard 
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comes home on Friday for the holidays : I will consult 
with him tipon this important affair ; and as he has a 
great regard for little Addy, I know he will give her the 
benefit of his sage advice. 

1 am going to Greenwich to-day, to dine with tlie 
Literary Fund Club ; and on Sunday, 1 believe, it is 
intended we all dine at Tooting- 

Two of my houses are off my hands : they are now 
in great forwardness; but not so forward as I am to 
have good tenants* 

T hope you are all happy — go to bed soon, and J 
rise early. 

So good day to you- B, O, 



To THE Misses OAKLEY, Leamington. 

Ropl Exchange, June 25, iatt« 

I SHALL first thank you, Elizabeth, for your 
letter ; because you have filled the first half sheet of it, 
and because you are senior in years to Jane, and because 
you have given me a long account of Lucy, and because 
you seem to think, as I do, that Lucy is the best judge of 
what is the matter with hen You have not said one 
word about the ale : I am afraid you were tipsy wheUi 
you wrote — that you have tapped it — that it is almost 
drawn out^ and that the fumes of it have done away all 
recollection of the particular interest I must have ia 
knowing whether or no this property has been guarde 
as it ought to be. How can you imagine I can leavdl 
home, and go from home the distance of ninety miles^l 
without knowing, when 1 arrive at the end of so long* 
a journey, that I have something to look to, to cheer my 
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spirits ? This is very imkind in you, and leads me 
strongly to suspect that you have been tippling. Perhaps 
you are in love ; and yet, if you were> you surely would 
have said something of Mr. Court. Are you payiflg 
court to him, or is he courting you ? There is something 
mysterious about you, Elizabeth, and so I take leave 
of you. 

What have you to scold me about. Miss Jane ? Havf& 
I not given you the pleasing opportunity of enclosings 
few lines to me Have I not sent you into the countiy 
to feed swans, drink water, and to ramble through aJU 
the beautiful walks about Leamington ? and have 1 not 
given you the opportunity of seeing the interior of Warv 
wick Castle, and allowed you to " defer giving me, a 
description of it until you see me in person?" yet you 
are not satisfied with all this, but you must upbraid ni^ 
for not writing to you ! Do you think 1 have nothing 
do but to think of such giddy girls as you, who, when 
from home, have no delight but in feeding swans ? WhySr 
you are no better than a great goose yourself, and *a 
I leave you to gabble " in com fields," where such cu,ckr 
ling folks are fitted to he. 

As for Hannah, who rises at six o'clock, and waUtp 
about all day, it would be cruel to oblige her to read 
long letters, as she must be so fatigued with the exercise 
she takes, that I cannot, for my life, think of disturbing 
or distracting her mind from the contemplation of rural 
walks and country simplicity. Like the beautiful Lai^- 
nia, who knows but some rural swain may cast **ra 
longing, lingering look behind" him, as he passes the 
musing, melancholy maid, and ejaculating a sigh, say. 
Would she were the daughter of the same gallant gentle- 
man in the black stock, whom I saw with two luvelj' 
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girls pass through the holly- walk, and who so familiarly 
talked with every person he met ; full of inquiry, with — 
*' Who lives here ? whose farm is that ? " and a thousand 
qnestions of that sort. "Would his the daughter wereT 
But who goes yonder tripping oer the green, with 
trencher hat and spotted boddice? Oft have I seen 
her at the mineral spring, quaffing libations from the 
goddess Nature* Her hand now raised to her cheek — 
" Would that I were a glove upon that hand, that I may 
touch that cheek r' Why looks she so pensive? Let 
me observe her as she passes. I see a book — she is 
contemplative — perhaps studying how she shall describe 
the beauties of the lovely place she ranges in» I see 
her eye now raised, as if with grateful thanks to the 
Supreme Being, for the benefit she has derived from the 
Spa waters. Still I fancy she is not so cheerful as she 
was wont to be, I should say, " My lovely girl, do not 
be so studious; or, if studious, lean to CaUegrn^ and not 
to penseroso. Nature never intended that face of tliine 
should look so sad — that mind indulge in melancholy 
mood. If thou art religious, know that religion teaches 
cheerfulness ; austerity suits the monk, and pensiveness 
the nun. Be thou nom of this !" 

Now, my dear Lucy, if you feel relaxed, be cautious 
not to drink too much water* If your appetite be good, 
and you sleep well at night, depend upon it you are 
considerably better, although you may not feel so: it 
is a proof the waters have had a good effect, by altering 
the circulation of the blood, and that a sensible benefit 
will be felt in a short time. Your mamma and Chris- 
tiana are going to-night to a concert- We dined with 
Adriana on Sunday last, and took home little Addy, 
who has been a long visitor with us, Richard accom- 



panied us. I am very feeble on my legs, nor do I 
ever remember to have been so unwell for a long tine : 
but I am declining into the vale of years/' All the 
pleasure I have is to see you all happy, and to leave you 
so when 1 may cease to give you my advice. 

Your ever ailecttotiate Father, 

B. 0. 



To JOHN TAYLOR, Esq. Sun Office. 

TariBtock Floce, June 1839. 

Manv thanks to you, my dear sir, for your 
flattering mention of me in your very good paper. You 
overrate my judgment and accuracy:" but, beggar 
as I am, I thank you !" 

What is it that makes Covent Garden so attractive ? 
I will tell you. It is the piazza, and numerous coffee* 
houses under its shelter : all that Old Drury wants is a 
piazza. If Elliston could accomplish this, it would go 
farther than interior decorations. Let him scour the 
filthy avenues^ and drive away the musty apple-stalls; 
then I would applaud him to the very echo that should 
applaud again," 

I have been for some time very unwelL Four 
of my daughters are at Leamington, where I hope to 
be in a day or two. When I return I sliall hope to be 
favoured with your company at dinner, to meet the 
good old poet, Fitzgerald, who has promised to come 
and see me. 

Yours ever, 

B. O. 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY, Leamimgton. 

MADAM ELIZABETH3 Tavistock Place, July 3, 1893. 

Although not senioress, I must consider 
you mistress of Gordon House (Miss Hannah being only 
a visitor) ; and in order to keep up the respectability of 
your establishment, I send ten pounds, which you must 
give me a receipt for by return of post. In all money 
transactions this must be attended to : no excuse for 
saying, " I want time," and such frivolous evasions ; this 
is important, and should be done promptly. If you can 
spare the half of it, you may give it to Mr, Court, and 
that will give him a favourable opinion of yon, as he will 
perceive you are a lady of some property. 

I do not think you will see me till after the settling 
day (19th); perhaps it may be the end of the month, at 
which time Richard comes home, who, I dare say, will 
have no objection to a trip into Warwickshire. 

I hope Lucy begins to find some benefit by change 
of air and water : those ingredients, mixed up with 
exercise, and taken regularly every day, are the best, 
medicine in the world. 

Tell Jane not to eat or drink but when she is in- 
clined, nor to go to bed in the middle of the day, as 
it is my firm opinion, and ever has been, that night 
is the best and properest time for refreshment of this 
nature. 

How stands the ale ? Had you not better have 
another brewing ? If you think so, pray command it 

We dine to-morrow with Mr. WiUiams, Young Wil- 
liams is to be made a Christian, 

Mr. Moore* of Nottingham, breakfasted witli me this 
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morning ; and now, exactly at eleven minutes after three* 
I have brought this letter to a close, and have only to 
subscribe myself, 

Yours, &c. 



To Mtt, R. OAKLEY, Harrow, 
MY DEAR RICHARD, Rojsil EKclmnge, July 10, 182a. 

Evert scholar should understand something 
of architecture : I should have said every gentleman; for 
no one can be considered such who is not acquainted 
with the polite arts. Natural history you may acquire 
by reading- Whatever Mr. Drury recommends 1 am 
inclined to approve. The lectures you mention may 
entrench upon your play-hours ; but the gratification you 
will derive, when you know something of architecture, 
will compensate for the loss of idle hours. You should 
have stated what the admission money is in your com- 
munication. In future be a little more explicit. 

I do not like idle hours. The night before last* I 
caught young Barnes, of the square, ringing my bell: 
this was in idle hours, and he will have cause to wish 
he had been otherwise engaged. I wrote to acquaint 
his father of it, who called upon me this morning with 
his son, whoj notwithstanding the correction of a sound 
whipping, was obliged to go on his knees, and ask my 
pardon. But it did not stop here ; his father insisted 
upon the same humiliation to my servant William ; and 
obliged William to accept a whole month's pocket 
money, as some compensation for the wanton trouble 
he had given him in ringing the bell William s gen- 
tleness and good nature dictated to him that the money 



should be returned, which he enclosed for Mr. Barnes, 
and left at his house, 

I am so ill that 1 can hardly walk into the city: 
I think I shall send for Doctor Powell to-morrow. Mary 
is also very ill with a sore throat < Christiana stopped 
with her last night, and is now with her. 

Fare you welL 



To CHARLES MATTHEWS, Esq, Kentish Town. ^ 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavistock Place, Jul; IS, Wn. 

Many thanks to you for affording me the 
opportunity of reading poor Cooke's interesting journal. 
He was a noble-hearted creature. His benevolent dis- 
position, with very humble means, and his kindness 
to servants, make me revere his memory. He had a 
bold and vigorous conception, that struck to the heart 
and root of dramatic compositions : he saw the authors 
meaning, and well knew how to give expression, point, 
and energy to his ideas. Had he been more select 
in his associates — had he preferred the drawing-room 
to pot-houses, attended to the conversation of enlightened 
minds, and studied the deportment of elegant men — 
he would have been a distinguished ornament to the 
stage. He had the vigour of Michael Angelo, but he 
wanted the grace of Vandyke. 

This is the first time I have wielded my pen for 
many days, having lately had a dangerous attack of 
gout storming my breast-work ; but I am better : the 
enemy has been repulsed, but not entirely subdued, 

i know not when you mean to embark : I ecia only 



breathe my wishes for a prosperous gale, and wish you 
success, *' and every tiling in the world/' 

Commend me to Mrs* Matthews^ and present to her 
the regards of Mrs, Oakley, and our dear g^irls, in whose 
names, and for myself, 

I am very emcerely thtae, 



To R, a THOMAS, Eiq. Tooting Lodge, 

DEAR RESS^ Hojil Bichnngi-^ My 30, 

What is your object in holding a court? 
I once attended for your father, without knowing its 
object, and found afterwards that I had given oflFance 
to some old friends in the village. If this is to be 
held for controversial points, or in opposition to the 
inhabitants of Tooting, I must beg leave to decline going 
down : on the contrary, if I am not likely to incur 
censure, and can do you a service* I will readily attend - 

I intend setting off to-night for Leamington, and 
expect to be here again at the end of the month, when, 
after a few days, I shall be off again, and probably stay 
there some length of time : my present state of health 
requires relaxation, being indeed exceedingly indisposed* 

My best regards to your mother. 

Yours, &c. 



To Mesdemoiselles ELIZABETH and LUCY OAKLEY, 

LEAMINGTON. 

MY DEAR GIRLS, Ttimtock Piace, August 3, I89«, 

It was nearly nine o'clock before the Crown 
Prince arrived ; but it is the fashion with royalty to give 
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itself airs< 1 am a poor subject, and must subrtlft ; anc 
sooner than suffer a disappointment (the coach being 
full), I mounted this royal personage, and kept the whip- 
hand of him all the way to town ; that is, I sat im- 
mediately behind the coachman, with a very pleasant 
elderly gentleman, leaning our backs against some well 
packed boxes, which, in some measure, sheltered us 
from a pelting, pitiless storm'* of hail and rain, through 
at least three miles, 

A poor servant girl, who sat behind, (and who, like 
most females of that description, ape the fashions of 
their mistresses,) must, forsooth, travel with a reticule. 
This elegant appendage was dandled aboat from right 
hand to left, and from left to right, until it found a 
resting-place upon the seat beside her, where, uncon- 
scious of its roving disposition, it slily moved away, 
carrying with it three gold sovereigns, her keys, and, 
worst of all, her pocket-handkerchief, thereby depriving 
her of the means of wiping off the falling tears whic 
profusely fell from the fair one s sorrowful eyes, Non@ 
of the passengers shed tears but her ; but all condole^ 
with her upon this sad event. The envious coach rolled 
on, until a general halt was given by the sympathising 
travellers ; when the guard was invested with a mmmand 
to seek the fugitive reticule, whilst the vehicle pursued 
its course to Daventry, carrying with it the poor incon- 
solable maiden^ who was there to await the success of 
this important ea^peditimL Whether the guard was suc- 
cessful or otherwise, I cannot say, I could not help re- 
marking, that had the good old custom been adhered to 
of carrying pockets, she w ould have had something in her 
pocket to have beguiled the time and cheered the hourm 
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of servitude in her new place at Cambridge, whither 
she was destined- 

Wf had a good dinner at Stony Stratford, and some 
excellent tea at Redbume. The weather cleared up, 
and the ride was delightful afterwards. Passing up 
Hoi bom in a hackney coach, I found Richard waiting 
for and expecting me, in the Sovereign, at the George 
and Blue Boar, 1 took him in, and at nine o'clock 
was seated by your mamma and sisters, in Tavistock 
Place. 

Christiana set off for York Place this morning, to 
accompany Mrs, Williams to Worthing, Mary is much 
better, and now only feels a little debility in consequence 
of her late severe attack. 

Carry my kind remembrances to Union Place, and 
should you meet the Princess in your walks, assure her 
of my loyal attachment, and say I arrived safe in town 
last night, and found myself better for my trip into 
Warwickshire, 

Your loving Father, 

B. O. 



To GEORGE LAW, Esq. iincoLN^s Inft, 
SIR, TafiBlock Place, August 3, XBm. 

On my return from Leamington last night, 
I found your letter, with a draft of a lease drawn by 
you by the desire of Mr. Daintry. My solicitor had, 
previously to my leaving town, sent me a draft at my 
request, returning with it, at the same time, the original 
lease granted to me by His Grace the Duke of Bedford^ 
without which lease 1 presume it could not be correctly 
drawn. 



Knowing your address, I now take leave to forwa 
it to you for your perusal and approval, Pfot being in 
the habit of drawing agreements, I may not have entered 
into nicer technicalities; but the spirit of it cannot be 
misunderstood by the liberal mind of Mr, Daintry, n 
can I anticipate any objection to it on his part. 

1 have the honour to be, 



To Mbp R, R, OAKLEY, Leamington. 
MY DEAR RICHARD, Royd E»cl(aJige, Augiaat 13, 

I AM glad to find you enjoy the pleasan 
walks around Leamington, and that you found the ride, 
to and from Coventry agreeable, I find you have a 
lively spirit of inquiry about you, which I am glad to 
observe, and hope you make memorandums of what 
passes before you, which you will not find irksome, 
when you set about it : it will amply repay you for^ 
the short time it may occupy, and will also bring to, 
your recollection, at some distant period, those moments 
which have been profitably filled, I would advise you^ 
to keep a diary ; you are now at a proper age to 
commence one. The passing events of the day should* 
be set down at night, which will not take you many 
minutes to record ; and, at the end of every week, they ^ 
may be correctly copied into a volume for the purpose* 
It will give you a free and easy mode of expressing your 
thoughts and opinions, tend to strengthen your mind, 
and give vigour to your ideas. The regret I feel in, 
not having done this at an early period of my life, makes 
me urge it particularly for your consideration, in order 
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that you may avoid the like regret. You may also 
introduce copies of all the letters you write ; your stylo 
will be improved as you proceed, and it will afford you 
the highest satisfaction to find hereafter that your hours 
have not been idly spent, 

I would begin something in this way : — Rose at seven 
— at, or after breakfast, read so many pages in such a 
book; then, if any thing particular occurs in the course 
of conversation, introduce it into your journal, with your 
observations : the same upon any particular passage you 
find when reading. Wrote to such a person, or received 
such and such letters — such a person called, or I made 
certain calls, &c. &c, or any occurrence you would like 
to set down. Thus you will, without much trouble, 
be writing the history of your life ; and %vhen you feel 
the inclination to put it into better shape, you will have 
all the materials at hand, selecting those only which 
are most worthy notice, and rejecting those you wish 
should not appear. You did right to minute down the 
dimensions of St, Michaers church; and I was pleased 
with the observations you made upon the ignorance 
of the old woman, who could not tell you the name 
of it, notwithstanding she had resided in Coventry forty 
years ! 

I mounted a Marlow coach, on Saturday, in Pic- 
cadilly, at five o'clock ; and in four hours was set down 
in that very pleasant village on the banks of the Thames. 
Next morning I walked from seven till ninCj then break- 
fested, and at ten was upon my legs again, when skirting 
by that beautiful river, through a fine wood, whose 
branches touch the waters edge, wandered through the 
most delightful scenery I ever saw ; and after walking 
(or rather sauntering) about twelve mites, sat down^ 

A A 
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with an eager appetite, at three o'clock^ to a cold duck 
and potatoes, at Maidenhead Bridge. At four I was 
on my legs again till six, at which hour (when standing 
upon the bridge), the Sovereign, from Leamington, took 
me up ; and at nine o'clock I made my coffee in Tavi- 
stock Place. 

Mr. Horsley has just been here. He sets off on 
Thursday, for Oxford; and probably you may meet 
with him at Cops's on Friday, or certainly on Saturday. 
He will be glad of your company to Stratford, should 
you not have been there. 

I suppose you have heard of the death of Lord 
Londonderry: he cut his throat yesterday morning. 
This man must have been very unhappy : it is not 
title, rank, or riches, that give happiness; not even 
the smiles of royalty, nor reposing on a bed of roses," 
(his Lordship's phrase), could allay the fever of this 
ambitious senator. 

He was a man 
Of an unbounded stomach, ever ranking 
Himself with princes. 

Peace be with him !" 

Yours, &c. 

B. 0. 



To MiBS LUCY OAKLEY, Leamington. 

MY DEAR LUCY, Royal Exchange, August 19, 18«t. 

With the experience you have had of the 
effects of the Leamington waters, you must be a 
tolerable judge whether or no you are likely to derive 
that benefit from them which it was my object you 
should. If you think a longer trial of them necessary^ 



I have not the smallest objection to that trial: on the 
contrary, shoutd you be of opinion that it is oselesa 
staying longer, 1 shall be glad to have the society 
of yourself, Elizabeth, and Richard, at home, which, 
after all, is the best place ; and, with early rising 
and moderate exercise in our own little garden, is, for 
aught I know, as wholesome as Mr. Court 

Consult with Elizabeth what you would rather do ; 
and let me know> alsoj how your finances are» and what 
it will be necessary I should send you to clear off your 
expenses at and from Leamington to London. 

Now that Richard has explored all the beautiful 
walks about Warwick, I should imagine he will be 
glad to return. Tell him I am pleased with his descrip- 
tion of what he has seen, and that it is by observation 
and investigation of even the most trifling things that 
a person renders himself worthy of leaving home. How 
vacant must that mind be, and devoid of sensibility, 
that can approach the ruins of once happy hospitality^ 
conviviality, and grandeur, or the more humble remains 
of quiet simplicity, without reflecting upon the inroads 
of time that have swept generations to the dust, leaving 
the world for us to *' bustle in T 

I judge by this time you have seen Mr, and Mrs* 
Horsley : should you be inclined to enjoy more of their 
company, do not be anxious from what I have said to 
hurry home. The weather is fine and inviting for the 
country, and I should be sorry to deprive you of any 
comfort ; therefore do as you please. 

I have just completed three lithographic drawings 
from the sketches I took in VVarwickfihire. 

Dick complained of being tired of horse exercise 
to Coventry j did he complain of any pm iicuiar pari ? 
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Tell him diaculum is to be bought very cheap of att 
apothecaiy. 

Ever yours. 



To Miss CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, Worthing. 
MY DEAR CURISTIANA, Rojral Excbai^ August 

You appear to be so delighted with Worthing, 
and so happy in the society of Miss Vaughan and her 
worthy parents, that I thought it would be troublesome 
to break in upon your comforts by obtrusive chit-chat : 
but as you and I have been long acquainted with each 
other, you perhaps will not be offended with this short 
letter. I shall therefore take the liberty of saying, that I 
am glad to hear you are better for your excursion, and 
exceedingly glad to find .that dear Mary, and her chil* 
dren, are so welL 

I had a long letter yesterday from Lucy, full of 
horizontal, diagonal^ and cross lines; and I -assure you 
it was with some difficulty I could wade through it. It 
almost made me cross to read it; but as it contained 
an agreeable account of the state of her health, it dis- 
armed me, and I forgave her. 

Richard is exploring the country for ten miles round 
Warwick, and is, I understand, busily employed in 
writing a tour : whether to be published or not, I cannot 
say ; but should it be, I will endeavour to procigre you a 
copy for the amusement of yourself and your intelligent 
young friend, to whom I request you will mention me 
as one who will be proud to be enrolled in her aiium 
under that title. You will also, in the names of your 
father and mother, present their kind remembrances to 



Mrs. Vaughan ; and particularly on my part, to my good 
old friend, Mr. Vaughan ; with many thanks to them for 
their attention to a naughty, undeserving girl, who lately 
ran away from Tavistock Place. 

1 begin to find I am exceeding the compass of a 
short letter; and as I am at all times tenacious of my 
promise, I shall, without further hesitation, only say, 
how very affectionately 

I am your loving Father, 

B.O. 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY. 

MY D£AR ELIZABETH, Royal Exchange, August 23, 18^2. 

I AM extremely concerned to hear that you 
are in debt, and in danger of being arrested by the man 
in the red coat, and also in danger of being thrust into 
the black-hole. How is it that you cannot manage to 
live without spending money ? As all flesh is grass,*' 
and as flesh is the principal food of man, and grass 
being the same as flesh, why, as you ramble through 
the fields, do you not feed upon the vegetable verdure 
with which nature has so luxuriantly covered the earth, 
when you can have it without spending money? If 
you have any regard for me, you would study to eco- 
nomize, and render my labours less toilsome than they 
are : but you have no thought. 

Again : Why cannot you contrive to walk from 
Leamitagton to London, without putting me to the ex- 
pense of coach-hire ? If you have not any shoes to 
cover your feet, you are as well off* as Mrs. Eve ; for 
in her day there were no shoemakers, and she managed 
to walk about fields and orchards. Not that I would 



tecommend you to steal apples, as she did, or mmble 
about quite naked ; (that was very indecent, and she 
might well be ashamed of it); but, on the contrary, 
wear a modest dress, and by all means do nothing 
that you are forbidden to do- 
Now Lucy, I think, is a good girl i she drinks water, 
which is our natural beverage ; and although in many 
instances, in dry weather, like the present, the rivers 
may be very low, yet there can be no apprehension of a 
scarcity, which is a comfortable reflection for those who 
are content to make use of it, as in no instance, that 
1 can remember, has there been any want of this most 
wholesome and refreshing liquid, 

I would not impose any particular restraint npon 
Richard. Poor fellow ! it is holiday time, and boys 
think it very hard if they cannot eat and drink what 
they like, wear out their clothes, and spend their money 
— it is not to be expected of them : they know nothing 
about the difficulty of getting money; and, what is more, 
they do not care about it, 

I do not like that black hole, Elizabeth, I have 
seen it, and it is a frightful place. I do not like /Ae man 
in ike red coat; and fearing he may take you up, if he 
Bhould find you begging, I send you, for your security 
against the danger you are exposed to, ten pounds, 
with this injunction, that you do not give any part of 
it to the red-coat man, unless you like it. 

With this caution, I remain, as I have done for five^ 
and-twenty years, t 

Your Frieod and Father, 



B. 0. 



To Miss CHRISTIANA OAKLEY, 



MY PEAR CHRISTIANA* Roy^d Ejichange, August 50, IBU. 

I HAVE just opened and read your short 
letter J and it is with some regret I say* it will not 
be in my power to accept yours and Mary s invita- 
tion, to meet Mr. Vaughan and his interesting family, 
on Sunday next. I expect letters from Nottingham 
to-morrow, which will require attention ; and I cannot, 
with due regard to my friends there, be absent on any 
account, 

I believe Mr. Williams is also prevented from going 
down ; and as it is arranged for your leaving on Monday, 
I shall have an equivalent in the pleasure of seeing you 
in town, where you will resume your office of butler^ 
and relieve me from the irksome task of being a wine 
carrier. 

I hope you have a proper sense of gratitude for 
the favours you have received from Mr. and Mrs. 
Vaughan. If you have this feeling, I invest you with 
full powers to make all the acknowledgment you can 
and ought to do, for their kindness. Tell them you 
know how to make as good coflFee and tea as any 
one in my establishment — that you have the perfect 
command of my cellar — ^that if you cannot drink a 
bottle, you know how to crack one — and that you 
can talk as fast as any of your sisters. You may also 
add, that I have a great partiality for old friends, and 
can sometimes, in the presence of young ones, be fami- 
liar — that when young girls are talking about idle and 
giddy things, I am bold enough to interrupt them, and 
tell them their time may be better occupied. All these 
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things I can do* and promise to do, and most assuredly 
will do, whenever I ihink I ought to do them* 

Will you execute a commission for met You know 
I love pretty girls ; your mamma was a pretty girl when 
I married her; and whenever I see a pretty girl, I can 
fancy that I should like to salute her* What think you 
of Miss Vaughan, is she not a pretty girl ? Would there 
be any harm in it ? I think not Then give her a kiss 
for me, and when you come to town I will repay you. 

I have had a miraculous escape to-day from prison ! 
You will ask me how I got into one ! My friend* 
Mr. Flower, laid hold of Richard's arm and mine, and 
conducted us to Cold bath-Fields this morning, where 
we saw between six and seven hundred naughty men» 
women, and children ; most of whom, knowing right from 
wrong, have shown a predilection for the latter in place 
of the former : but it is right they should be punished 
for so doing, I mention this to give little girls warning : 
for it happened while I was there, that a grown-up 
girl was whipped, I was shocked at it> and I will be 
whipped if I like to think of it. Now when you have 
gotten rid of the impression this recital has occasioned, 
thanked Mary for her affection and tenderness, packed 
xip your things, and taken your place in the stage from 
Worthing to London^ you may come home to 

Your Father, 

B, O- 



To Miss ELIZABETH OAKLEY, Leamington. 
ilY DEAR ELIZABETH, Tftvbtock Place, AuguitSO^ t8S2. 

It is now six o*clock, and I am just as lazy 
as you af^ at the same hour in the morning, not liking 



to stir; so I have my writing-desk set before me, on 
the table, in my dining-room- 

On the roll which this is folded on^ I have sent 
three distinct impressions of Leamington, Kenil worth, 
and Warwick, from the drawings I made ; to be deli- 
vered in the following form ; viz, 
Vi One set to Mr. Court, with my best regards for 
carefully locking you up every night in his house. 

One set for Mr. Abbott, for his familiar and com- 
municative instructions to me upon farming. And 

One set to Mr. Copps, of the Royal Hotel, for his 
readiness and co-operation with me, in seein;; justice 
done to the poor captive Irishman. 

I have also a set for you, and for 

Lucy Lamb ; 

Tell her I am 

Her Icrrlng father : 

And when she t come 

To her dear home 

I'll give to her aoother. 

I should not have said so much about this idle girl, 
nor have strained my muse> but that I know her to 
be fond of the higher walk of poetry ; therefore whenever 
I touch the string I am sure to soar to the sublime. 
Now much depends upon the manner in reading it ; and 
in order to give all the point it dese^^s, I would advise 
you to study it well before you attempt to read it< Be 
sure you do it ** with proper accent and discretion;" so 
may '* grace and mercy, at your most need, help you.'* ^ 

Tell Horsley he is a good fellow; and say to Mrs. 
Horsley and Miss Keep, they are no better than they 
should be. 

Your truly affectionate 

B. O. 
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To THOMAS HADLEY, Esq. Goruon House, 
Leamington. 

MY DEAR SIR, Tavittock Pkc«, September 1835. 

When it was communicated to Cato, that 
his son (Marcus I believe) fell gloriously defending his 
postj he said J I am satisfied — my boy hath done his 
duty/* When you tell me my daughters received you 
as they ought, they have done their duty, and / am 
satisfied. 

Well, I do believe the world turns round. What 
changes ! what vicissitudes ! "If there *s a Power above 
us, (and that there is, all nature cries aloud through all 
her works then I can easily believe in your transition 
from Cader Idris to Gordon House, one of those mira- 
culous flights which our revolving planet makes easy 
to our comprehension. You at Gordon House, and your 
son in the Bay of Biscay ! O let the heavens give 
him defence against the elements/' letting go safely by 
'* his stoutly timbered bark." 

So you are going to have a sale of your pictures. If 
your discrimination meet its due reward, I shall be 
glad, and yourself gratified, as you have every reason 
to expect. 

I am exceedingly glad to find you have met a lov6r 
of the arts in my friend Horsley. That congeniality 
of sentiment which, in a few hours, must make you 
intimately acquainted with each other, I can easily 
anticipate ; and the more you know of eich other, the 
stronger will that intimacy be riveted. Horsley ** is a 
man^ take him for all in all, I shall not look upon his 
like again/' except I look on Hadley. 
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This being a dies nan, Richard and I have been 
taking a ramble. We looked in at Drury Lane, and 
saw Ellis ton : he is doing wonders. The whole interior 
of the audience part of the house has a new form ; 
and notwithstaQding it is considerably contracted, it 
is so managed, by the addition of private family boxes 
behind the dress circle, and adding to the pit by a 
contraction of the stage, that his receipts will not be 
at all diminished in the event of the house filling. I 
could not help expressing my applause to Mr. EUiston, 
aa I trod the boards, for the able character he sustains, 
and the very able manner in which he is supported 
by the whole corps of masons, bricklayers, and car- 
penters. 

Miss Elizabeth has written across your letter (in 
pencil), that you intend leaving on Wednesday. I have, 
with my India rubber, obliterated it; hoping you will 
extend your stay, and make her happy by indulging her 
and her sister with your company during the time they 
remain, which I believe will extend to the end of the 
month. 

I beg you to convey to Mrs, Hadley, and to the 
young ladies, my very kind remembrances ; and, at the 
same time, my keen regret, that my daughters were 
so soon deprived of their agreeable society. You must 
come to London, and Horsley must come to London, 
and then we shall form a trio (you are fond of trios) 
of perfect harmony and good fellowship, 

Beliere me to be, dear Sir, 

Yours always, 

I take leave, at the bottom of your letter, to say 
a word to Miss Elizabeth* 



1 desire you will take every possible care of Mr, 
Hadley, Allow him to walk wherever he likes, between 
the hours of breakfast and dinner time ; but with a 
Btrong injunction not to keep late hours : for should he 
be absent after twelve at night, it is my command you 
lock the door, and go to bed. 

Tell Lucy not to be longer in Mr, Hadley s company 
than she likes ; and although he is your guest, you 
are not obliged to listen to his conversation when it 
displeases you. Beware of Horsley — I like not that 
bold intruder : he is a dangerous man. 

Adieu ; good night ! 



To ROBERT WATSON WADE, Esq, 

MY VERY KIND SIB, TaTiaiock PJocu, September 6, 18fJ, i 

I ACCEPT, with pleasure, your very generous 
offer; and as my imagination ranges through the fields 
of Normandy, I shall always have a lively recollection 
of the faithfully painted scenes of our reverend friend 
Dibdin; but more impressed, delighted, and gratified, 
on their being opened to my view by the liberal hand 
of my good friend Wade. I am even poor in thanks ; 
but I thank you" heartily, 

A few etchings, which I have gleaned at various 
times, I beg leave to lay upon one of your shelves. 
You must value them not for their intrinsic worth, but 
as having been in the possession of 

O. 



To THE PRESIDE?rT of tbe COUKCIL of TEN. 



SIR, Tanstoci Place, S«pMiier litS* - 

I HAVE read, with great pleasure, your con- 
stitutional obserTations upon *' The Abuses of the 
Police." How such an act as that which you allude 
to could pass in a legislature representing freemen, is 
to me incomprehensible. 

Not long ago, during a short stay at Leamington, 
in Warwickshire, I had an opportunity of witnessing 
the arbitrary and cruel operation of this act* 

Three poor Irishmen, driren by famine from their 
own country, just at the commencement of our harrest, 
were seeking for employment- Unable to succeed, and 
without the means of purchasing food, they committed 
the heinous sin of asking charity, which being obserred 
by the beadle of the place, (who, in a scarlet costume 
and ponderous gold-laced hat, struck terror into tbe 
unhappy strangers as he approached), demanded them 
as his prey ; and with the ferocity of a tiger, seized 
the weakest of tbe three, who, during the itruggle^ 
deserted by his companions, and left at the mercy of 
this bloodhound. At the moment I was ignorant of tbe 
power vested in this man, until the cry of *' Shame, 
shame ! — infamous act ! — despotic bill ! — rung in my 
ears, " This wretch,'' said a man standing by me, 
takes up all the poor people he meets with, carries 
them to the black-hole, locks them up for the night, 
and has five shillings for each, when carried before the 
justice r* I was at first unwilling to interfere with the 
arm of power, except by expostulation; upon which the 
rufiiau told me, with a sneer, " be did not mind what 



I said» and he would be d d but he would do bis 

duty/' 

The poor fellow was dragged to the black-hole, 
where, shortly after, I conversed with him through the 
grating of the door, and revived his drooping spiri ts by 
saying " I would see justice done to him." I lost 
not a moment, and instantly communicated to a respect- 
able inhabitant what I had witnessed, who accompanied 
me to one of the overseers, remarking, as he walked 
with me, '* that he was very glad the matter had been 
taken up by a spirited gentleman ; for it was really 
shameful that such power should be ' vested in the hands 
of such men, whose only object was blood-money," A 
meeting was immediately called, and the result was 
the liberation of the poor, unoffending Irishman; his 
sickle (which had been wrested from him) was restored, 
and he went in search of his frightened companions. 

■ ** Cin such thiDga be, 

And avercome us like a iiimmer clotMl, 

Without our special wonder ? ** 

By exposing these iniquitous practices, strengthened 
by the observations of your powerful mind, you •* will 
do the state some service/* and deserve the thanks of 
your country, 

I remain. Sir, 

Your constant Reader, 



To MissKs ELIZABETH and LUCY OAK LEV. 

DEAR GIELS, TafUtocl Place, Septembrr «a, lOS^, 

I SEND you tweuty pounds, which acknow- 
ledge per return of post, I would have you secure 



two places in the Crown Prince for Friday or Saturday 
next, which you may do by applying at the coach-office* 
Let me know at what time the coach leaves Leamington, 
and when it is expected to arrive at La Belle Sauvage, 
to which place I would have you go, provided you do 
not meet me at the Peacock at Islington, 
A pleasant journey to you. 



To Me. R. R. OAKLEY, Harbow. 

MY DEAR RlCHAEDp Rc>yal Eichange, October T, ISf 3. 

I AM always glad to receive a letter from 
you ; and with the one before me, I cannot help sayings 
it does you great credit^ both in diction and in the 
writing. 

On my return from Fonthill» I own I was rather 
surprised to find you had been in Tavistock Place; 
but as you had so pleasant a conveyance offered you, 
I wajs pleased to find you accepted it in accompanying 
Doctor Hawkins, and I have little doubt he was equally 
pleased in your company, 

You do not say how you get on in your studies : 
this you should not omit to do when you write. We 
are in a sort of partnership, Richard ; and as I find 
money to carry on the concern, I ought to be informed 
of the profits. You have the opportunity of gaining 
great advantages, which no one can deprive you of 
when obtained ; whereas all I can get w ill be the satis- 
faction of observing that you possess them for your 
own benefit. 

I wish you to attend a little more to orthography : 
many of your words are often misspelt. You &ay^ 



** hopping that I shall soon hear from you : ** hoping^ I 
presume you mean; but perhaps you were thinking of a 
hop, step, and jump; a favourite amusement of mine 
when a boy; and even now I will hop, step, and jump, 
with the best fellow in Harrow SchooL 

Should I find Mr. Ravenhill disposed, and in the 
same humour he was in last year " for a wild-goose 
chase," we may probably (if we cannot get a wild 
goose) be content to sit down, with you and his son 
Edward, to a tame one, at the Harry s Head, sometime 
in the next month ; or if you prefer the dismemberment 
of Turkey^ and are Greek enough to commence an attack, 
we will be your allies. 

Elizabeth and Lucy are much benefited by their 
excursion to Leamington. Your mother and sisters 
are very well, Mr. and Mrs, Brit ton, and Mr. Shaw» 
drank tea with us last night* 

I have commenced another volume of letters. Jane 
has furnished me with all I wrote to you since last 
January. 

Consider me, dear Richard, 

Affectionately yours. 



To Mr, R. R. OAKLEY, 

MY DEAR RICIIAIID, Eoyai EscJiang^, October 30, mu. 

I AM glad to find you got safe down, and 
were at your post in time. * 
The merited disgrace of the two boys will, I hope, 
convince them of the impropriety of their conduct, and 
occasion a feeling of gratitude to their superiors, fur 
their tender consideration in not expelliag them. 



How perfectly ridiculous these freaks appear to men 
of sense ! The inconsiderate indulgence of their parents, 
in supplying them with too much money, is here mani* 
fest. Pride, and the silly boast of having performed 
(as they think) a great feat, seem to have upset their 
reason^ and probably led them to imagine that it was 
meritorious to squander away their money in a nocturnal 
ramble, encountering not only accident, but the risk of 
destroying health, their reputation, and good name, ** by 
doing those things they ought not to do» and leaving 
undone those things they ought to do/' The school task 
they had to perform could not be otherwise than im- 
perfectly done, and they richly deserve the disgrace 
that has befallen them by being thrown back in their 
form. 

In communities of every description, improprieties 
will arise : though evils in themselves, they sometimei 
tend to do good, inasmuch as the judicious and well- 
deserving profit by the foUy and example set before 
them, by shunning the pernicious example, and learning : 
to appreciate virtue and shun vice. You have afforded 
me a text on which I could expatiate to a greater length 
than the limits of this paper will allow ; and as I know 
you value the observations I make, and are capable of 
making the application, it is not necessary^ I should say 
rnore^ than to warn you against associating with such 
boys/whose thoughtlessness may effect their own ruin, 
and *' bring down the gray hairs of their parents with 
sorrow to the grave/* 

Yotiri, 8tc. 

B. O 
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To Mrs. VAUGHAN, Blackfriars. 

MY DEAR MADAM, Tavistock Plnre, NoTcmher 5, tBi2, 

I TAKE leave to present to you a few im- 
pressions from a chalk drawing on stone, as a pleasing 
specimen of ray i/otwg pupirs talent in the graphic art. 
You will say, " as they were dedicated to me by ray 
daughter, why did she not present them?'* I will tell 
you why. Her modesty would probably overstep the 
bounds of irutk : she might say, " O dear, it is s& 
indifferently done^ I am ashamed to oflFer it to you,** Now 
some such squeamishness as this might have deprived 
you of the gratification I am sure you now feel ; and 
therefore I have taken the bold decisive way of placing 
them in your possession, to be distributed among those 
of your friends who know how to appreciate genius and 
good taste. 

I hope Mr. Vaughan is better; and that yourself. 
Miss Vaughan, and her brother, are quite as well, and at 
good as you ought to be. 

Your very obedient Serrant^ 



To WILLIAM FARRAN, Esq. Dublin. 
MY DEAE SIR, Rojal E?ichttng0, NofemW 6, 1821, 

Your obliging favour of the 2d instant, 
covering the copy of Sir Joseph Hoare s letter, and your 
reply to Mr. Terry, reached me yesterday, together with 
Higginss book upon " The Theory of Atomics/' for 
whwhiih lltitlMiCflt -y.ou . 

I ali^gisid to JudathfttrWi^aJf affan is better, and that 
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she " is gradually improving in health/' t beg you will 
convey to her our congratulations upon her amendment. 

I look upon Sir Joseph s proposition to be all humbug 
— ^his postponed visit to Dublin all humbug — and his 
intention of being there in December all humbug. / 
wouid have tfou push the suit on wilhoiU any relaxation ; and 
let the haughty baronet understand, that I am not to be 
humbugged by his specious promises any longer. 

Your sincere Friend, 

B, O. 



To Mrs. VAUGHAN. 

MY DEAR MADAM, Tavislock Place, NoremUer 16, 189S. 

With all due respect for you and your 
" amiable family/* and for many obligations I owe to 
you, and acknowledge most heartily, I am, notwith- 
standing, exceedingly alarmed at an expression in Chrii^- 
tiana s letter^ which reached me yesterday, in the hurry 
of business, when 1 had not time to reply to it. 

Speaking of your " amiable family/' she has dropped 
an expression that alarms me much. Now, as this girl 
has some hold of my affection^ I cannot hut be alive to 
any thing that concerns her future welfare, in which 
my tranquillity is involved, and perhaps my happiness 
depends. She says, *' ifou make so much of her thai she is 
in imminent danger of being spoiled T Good God ! madam, 
is not this enough to alarm me ? What ! after I have 
taken so much pains to instil into her mind every prin- 
ciple of virtue, religion, and good morals, she should now 
be exposed to the risk of losing all that is amiable or 
desirable in life, by being spoiled 1 Do, madam, I pray 
and beseech you, send this girl back again to her 



alarmed parents ere it be too late^ ere the poison has 
taken too strong hold to be eradicated, and you will 
eonfer a lasting obligation on 

Your unhappy Friend, 

At my daughter s request^ I send you my manuscript 
selections from Shakspeare, This I do most readily. 
You will not find in them any character he has drawn 
aiming to corrupt the mind of a young girl, who may 
have taken shelter under the roof of a friend. Madam, 
" for the love of grace, lay not this flattering unction to 
your soul/' Confess yourself to Heaven— repent what *s 
past — avoid what is to come.*' " Fathers, from hence 
trust not your daughters' mind by what you see them 
act," There is a farce called The Spoiled Child^ where 
you may see the pernicious eiFects of too much indul- 
gence given to a little girL " I pray you avoid it/' 



To THE MEMBERS of thb STOCK EXCHANGE. 

GENTLEMEN, Stock EKcbwigi?, November 16, ia«^. 

I WISH to draw your attention to a most 
serious and imminent danger. 

The existence of this house, and the security of 
.every person s property in it, is in peril ; and inevitable 
destruction will be the consequence, if we are not alive 
to the evil which threatens us, 

A bold and formidable junta have assumed the entire 
control of the foreign and English stock markets, regulate 
it at will, and dare ieil us what t ha prices shall be! 

It is well known that this junta have daily expresses 
from the French capital, which puts them into possession 
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of facts which they take care shall not meet the public 
eye tintil their operations are formed upon them: thus 
the miilion become a prey to a designing few, who are 
duped by artifice, and often by falsehoods. Can we then 
longer suffer ourselves to be the sport of such unprin- 
cipled proceedings ? 

If I lay a wager with another, myself knowing the 
existence of the fact, I rob him- No man ought to lose 
where he cannot win, " Let us then put on the daunt- 
less spirit of resolution,** and crush this hydra, who is 
seeking to devour us. 

I could have wished this subject had occupied the 
attention of the committee, and hope they will take 
it into consideration, and, by a prompt decision, adopt 
something like the following resolution, which, I have 
no doubt, will meet the approbation and support of every 
honest man ; viz. 

** That a subscription be entered into for the purpose 
of raising a fund, to defray the expense of a regularly 
established express from Paris to London, containing 
the closing price of every day s transaction in the French 
funds. That it be addressed to the Chairman of our 
Committee ; and by him read from the Commissioners 
box, for the information of the members of this house/' 

AN OLD MEMBER. 



To J. HORSLEY, Esq. Marine Boaedinc House, 
Bbiohton- 

MY DEAR HORSLBY, Tftmtoek Place, November ISi^. 

Let me suppose you are now sitting down 
by a snug fire, after the refreshing breezes of a southern 
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coast, with Mrs. Horsley on one side, and Miss Keep on 
the other. Around you a group of every-day persons, 
(who are supposed not to have any comfortable homes 
of their own, or they would not have left them), whose 
conversation may be both entertaining and instructive, 
and that you are enjoying the delectable pleasure of 
their society, I can fancy the following conversa- 
tion : — 

Well, ladies," says a primly dressed dame, " have 
you been upon the beach this morning ? How delight- 
fully agreeable has been the day ! What fine breezes ! 
what a charming sea V Lord ! mamma, I am sure 1 
did not s€€ any thing so delightful ; the wind blew so 
hard, that I had nearly lost my beautiful French shawl. 
I hate the sands ! Give me the promenade where the 
band and the officers assemble — that's what 1 like. 
Indeed, mamma, I think Brighton, were it not for the 
officers^ a very dull insipid place : you can't walk out 
any where in private — no groves of trees — ^no rural 
lanes. Dear me ! I like to ramble through fields and 
by-paths, where, if you meet a friend, you can have the 

conversation to yourselves. I am sure indeed it is 

very mortifying, that it is, mamma ; for only yesterday I 

had the finest opportunity of talking to Captain , 

whose looks assured me he wished to have had some 
private conversation with me, but was prevented by 

Mrs, and her daughters coming up just at the time. 

How vexing ! indeed it was very provoking ! for I know 
he had, and would have said many pleasant things to 
me. But — I am always unfortunate! Deuce take the 
people! they are always in the way when one wishes to 
be alone/' 

Young lady," said an elderly grave geatlemao, 1 
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am sorry to hear so discreet a jJerson as yourself make 
these observations. One would naturally suppose, from 
the manner and tone of your expressions, and the em- 
phasis with which they are marked, that you are fond 
of the men. Now, although I am sensibly alive to 
the passion of love, I hold it very improper to express 
such sentiments in company, and would therefore advise 
you, in future, to be more guarded upon that head, 
and rather listen to the amatory tales of others, than 
make them the subject of your own remarks. Although 
an old bachelor myself, I cannot but think with Bene- 
dict, " that the world must be peopled," and that mar- 
riage is a proper thing ; yet the less that is said of the 
matter the better, until the prospect of marriage is pretty 
certain ; for there are many things between the cup 
and the Up, my dear, as I have myself experienced/' 

Here there was a pause to the conversation for a 
short time, when the serious gentleman asked, " |Iad 
any body been to the Chapel Royal? — had any body 
seen the king!" " O yes,'* said a smart widow, his 
Majesty looked divinely when I saw him yesterday/' 

Why to be sure, madam, so he should," replied the 
bachelor; " there is a divinity doth hedge a king. He 
is the head of the church : he acts by divine right. But 
was he devout? for * that is devoutly to be wished/" 

His appearance, sir, had the show of devoutness : he 
secnied to be devout/' Seems, madam ; nay, I know 
not seems. Did he appear * to have that within which 
pau€th showV something beyond those 'actions that a 
man might play ? ' If so, 

* He shall flQurtah, 
And, like a mountain cedar, reach hli branches 
To ail the plains below/" 



There was something so theatrical in the old gea- 
tleman s manner as he paced before the fire-place, when 
he emphatically said, " He shall Jlourtsh r that the whole 
company involuntarily gave him great applause, and ml 
hmx down not only as a loyal, staunch, and sound 
Englishman, but a man of uncommon genius. The old 
lady was mute, the widow's eyes ** were riveted to 
his face/' and the young lady, now conscious of his 
superior judgment, determined, in future, not to be too 
loquacious before strangers, and especially before those 
whose experiences he was resolved to profit by, rather 
than expose herself to their animadversions. 

Now, my good friend, let me ask you how you like a 
rough sea and brisk gales ? Mrs. Horsley, 1 know, 
enjoys it; and where she is happy, I am sure Miss Keep 
is so. 

I am very low in spirits, and write to beguile the 
time. Seven years, to this very nightt have passed 
away since 1 felt the last embrace of my poor departed 
Ben. Gone! — lost to me for ever! but his image is 
ever before me — I see him "in my minds eye:'' be 
was a goodly boy — " I neer shall look upon his like 
again/' Bear with me^ Horsley : my heart is in the 
coffin with my boy, ** and I must pause till it comes 
back agaiQ." 

Yours ever aod truly, 

P/S. Endeavour to see John, my old servant: you will find 
him at one of the coach -offices* Give him two pounds for me; 
the money may be welcome to him. 



To Mr, R, R, OAKLEY, Harhow, 



I CANNOT, my dear Richard, pass over thi» 
day without offering you my congratulations. You are 
now at a period of life to know how to appreciate the 
best wishes of those who are anxious that every suc- 
ceeding year may be productive of happiness and 
content to you. That my wish is sincere, you may 
give me credit for; and believe me when I say, that 
as your future progress through life is so identified witli 
my comforts, and with those of your mother and sisters, 
I cannot be otherwise than alive to every thing which 
concerns you. 

First, then, your education is the basis on which 
all your future prospects rest This is the foundation 
from which must emanate all that is mental ; and that 
which is truly so will teach you how to regulate the 
passions, direct them in their course, lead you on to 
discreet and honourable pursuits, and fit you for any 
situation it may be your destiny to fill. It will arm 
you with resolution to buffet with adversity, to resist 
the allurements of idle ostentation, and teach you to 
reflect that, after all, religion is the stay and anchor thai 
smooths every difficulty, and will eventually guide you 
into the haven of happiness. 

It would only be to recapitulate what 1 have often 
enjoined you to attend to — extreme caution in the 
choice of your associates. Those who are unmindful 
of their parents, and indifferent to their injunctions, 
know not the value of friendship. A friend is rarely 
met with ; and if not to be found in a parent, where is he 
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lo be looked for ? It reminds me of a gentleman whose 
serrant asked him for a holiday — " Where are you 
going, John ? " ''I am going," he replied, " to see a 
friend/* " Are you indeed, John? Egad, I should like 
to go along with you, for I never yet saw one !" 

You are now at an age, Richard, to judge with some 
discrimination. I say smne, because I know by ex* 
perience how incapable I was, at a much maturer period 
of life, to form a correct opinion of mankind; and every 
day tells me how inefficient my judgment is, even at 
this moment. If then I am doubtful, from the observa- 
tions I have made, do not think I lower you in my 
estimation when I say, that at your years I cannot 
expect it : but this I do expect, that you think and know 
vie to be your frktid, and that you will always be attentive 
to the disinterested advice of 

Your afiectionate Father, 

B. O. 

I understand your sisters made up a little parcel for you 
yesterday, and spared you a trifle from their packet-money, I 
did not kuow of their intentiou, or 1 should not have forgoUen 
you. However, 1/ U shmld mt mvj^e ymtr recolkction wkefi ^you 
return, I will give you a crown. 



To THE Rev. T, F. DIBDIN, Kensington. 

MY OEAA SIR, Tavistock Place, November IBtt. 

On my return from the city, 1 broke the 
seal of your eputk^ and believe what you say to be 
gospel; but I have more cause for regret than yourself. 
You, no doubt, joined a pleasant party, while I remained 
at home with my wife and daughters (homble !) fillieg 
up the dull hours your absence occasioned. Enirc mus^ 



I can tell you* my dear sir, that your kind remem- 
brances are acceptable at my fireside ; " and although we 
have not had the pleasure of a seven years' acquaintance 
vrith you, you are at liberty to stir the fire as often as 
you please. 

Yours very sincerely, 

B. O. 



To Mr. K, R. OAKLEY, Harrow. 
MY DEAR RICHARD, Roynl Etcbiu^, December 3, 1833. 

You tell Jane you have been doing your 
" Latin trial ; " but you do not say whether or no you 
have gained the triaL There is a wonderful difference 
in the verdict of a jury, when they say guilty, or not 
guilty. You should be more explicit, as I am uncertain 
of the issue of your examination. I shall pronounce you 
guilty of great negligrace in leaving us in doubt. 

Now I understand there can be no doubt of your 
leaving school to-morrow week ; but 1 very much doubt 
the propriety of your ordering a chaise to bring you 
home; and also doubt whether Mr. Kent will send one 
unless / order it. You have done it, you say, to save 
us trouble : you need not have troubled yourself about 
it; for had you simply told Jane you wanted a con- 
veyance, I should not have thought it any trouble to 
have provided, in some way or other, a proper con- 
veyance for you ; and if you leave it to me, you shall not 
be disappointed* 

I expect your decisions now, Richard, to be formed 
upon due consideration. You manifest, certainly, and 
I am glad to see it, a proper consideration to expense, 
when you say, by sending Mr. Cubitts chaise, it will 
save eight or ten shillings. This is a proper feeling; 



and if I do not obtrude too much upon his good nature, 
probably you may have the accommodatioa you prefer : 
it is yet time enough, and when I have made an arrange- 
ment you shall know ; but in future I wish you not to act 
so prematurely. Be assured I shall be glad to see you : 
indeed, I begin to value your company, and I hope you 
appreciate me as an acquaintance worthy your asso- 
ciating with, I have been very low-spirited for some 
time. November is a gloomy month with most persons, 
but particularly so with me : it creates and calls to mind 
recoUectiuns of so acute a nature — it excoriates a wound 
which seven long years have been ineffectual to heal. 
But 1 must change the subject, or it will bleed afresh. 

You have not given me any account of your dining 
with Mr, Hamilton. If you find an opportunity of 
calling upon him, which 1 would have you do, pray 
thank him, in my name, for his attention to you ; and 
say, I shall feel proud should he honour me with a 
call when he comes to town. 

Do not have any reserve in writing to me, I shall 
always be glad to hear from you : there will be no 
reserve on my part ; for I shall consider that I am 
corresponding with a friend — one in whom I do, and 
shall, most probably, place my best confidence in* If 
I do not find a friend in you, where shall I look for 
one ? 

** Nay do not think I flatter: 
For wliat mdvancement may I hope from tJiee 
That no reveDue hast, but thy good spiriU, 
To feed and clothe thee V* 

** Give me that maa 
1liat i» not paBsion'a slave^ and I will wear htm 
ifi my heart's core, at/, in my heart of bearte, 
1 do theel" 



Avoid, Richard, being a slave to passion. In your 
temper tm all getdkmss .'^^ in your amusements, iem- 
perance ; in all your little bartering^ with your school- 
fellows, honesty and liber allly ; hut, above all, never move 
from the pedestal of troth. Then will grace and 
mercy, at your most need, help you." 

YotiTs ever. 



To THK Rev. WILLIAM DRURY, Harrow. 

MY DEAR SIR^ Rojal Exchange, December T, 183^. 

I CONGRATULATE you upoR the approxima- 
tion to the holidays, 1 think you must enjoy it in 
anticipation as much as the boys who are under your 
command. During the ensuing vacation I hope I shall 
have the honour of seeing you in Tavistock Place ; and 
should Mrs. Drury favour Mrs, Oakley with a call, 
she will proudly acknowledge it an act of kindness, I 
beg we may be most respectfully remembered to her. 

My son writes to me in excellent spirits. I am 
pleased with the easy diction of his letters, and have 
every reason 'to be satisfied with his conduct, and the 
progress he has made under your judicious instruction. 

He intimates to me a wish that he may be allowed to 
participate in the comforts of a snug room with Raven- 
hill, in the event of there being an opening ^ — a broad 
hini^ by the way, that I should take the responsibility of 
hinting as much to you. 

Consider me, dear Sir, to be 

Yours very truly. 



382 



To S. W. SIEVIER, Esq. Southampton Row. 

DEAR SIR, Taviitock Place, December 27, 1899. 

I THANK you for your splendid specimens 
of the graphic art. You have only to convert the graver 
into the chisel, (combined with the talent you have mani- 
fested), in order to arrive at excellence. May you rival 
the works of Phidias, and tread in the steps of the great 
Michael Angelo! 

I have made inquiry to-day for the head of Dibdin, 
and have a faint hope it will be attended with success. 
If the rough features of my own phiz should not be 
likely to disturb the soft and beautiful repose of the 
dreamers^ or disturb the order of your portfolio, lay 
me in silence by them. 

Your obliged Servant, 

B. O. 



To Mrs. PARROTT, Tooting. 
MY DEAR ADRIANA, Tavistock Place, December 31, 1822. 

The close of the year naturally directs our 
thoughts to the occurrences which have passed within 
it; and I know of none that has given me more plea- 
sure than the few opportunities I have had of wit- 
nessing, with heartfelt delight, the comforts which sur- 
round you. 

Blessed as you are in your union with the amiable 
partner of your destinies, and enjoying the prattling 
society of your darling children, I cannot picture to 
myself a greater happiness, nor in this world of vicis- 
situdes must you look beyond it. 
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Care and anxiety await ns in every stage of life ; but 
when we weigh our pleasures with our solicitudes, we 
shall find they are nearly balanced. May then your 
anxiety, at this moment, lead to the expectation of 
increased domestic happiness in the speedy addition 
to your family group ! 

At the request of your sisters, I have brought to- 
gether, in chronological order, nearly all the letters I 
have, at various times, written to them ; as also others 
of a multifarious cast, which it has been their uniform 
practice to copy and preserve ; thereby enabling me 
to connect, in one chain, the various links which are to 
form this volume. Having no secrets which I would 
not cheerfully repose in the bosoms of my children, nor 
expressed any sentiment I would wish to recal, I felt 
no hesitation in complying with their request; well 
knowing, as I do, the pleasure it gives them, at all 
times, to run over the hurried eifusions of my observa- 
tions and advice, whenever directed in epistolary forms. 
Bringing therefore together a continued scries of events, 
it may serve to show, and bring to their recollection, 
scenes of delight and anxiety, forming, as it were, an 
unvarnished tale of my whole course of love'' for them — 
their comforts, happiness, and prosperity. 

If in the reperusal of these letters it should serve 
to bring to their remembrance the anxieties of a parent 
for the welfare of his children — if in this short epitome 
of his life it should excite in thera a desire to infuse 
into the minds of those whom, in the order of Provi- 
dence, it may be their duty to instruct, the admonitions 
there set forth may, perhaps, prove salutary and useful ; 
and when the heart which dictated, and the hand which 
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* wrote them, are frozen in the icy tomb, they will remain 
^ as testimonials of his solicitude and cares. 

To you, my dear Adriana, my first parental letter 
^wa8 written — to you, then, I address the last which 
^0 closes this long catalogue. You, as a mother, can esti- 
mate the value of a parent's advice : and as your tender 
vigilance is directed to the lovely offspring around you, 
you will know how to appreciate the return of their 
gratitude, as 1 do that of yourself, your sisters, and 
brother, for the uniform affection and attention they 
have ever shown to 

Your loving Father, 

B. O. 

/ have been prevailed vpon to pubUsh abo m/ peranUmlatofy 
Remarks: — these, and the Letters, have occupied my winter 
evenings for some time past. Should they be acceptable to my 
children, for whose use, and that of a few select friends, they 
are intended, I shall be amply repaid for the time it has taken 
me ifi arranging them for the press. 



THE END. 
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